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Greenpeace urges MSC to comply with Kerala HC order
ThelW The report titled 'Below

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Greenpeace South
Asia on Thursday released
its new investigative report
on the sinking of MSC Elsa
3 along the coast of Kerala.

The report exposes how
MSC, the world’s largest
container carrier compa-
ny, has systematically ex-
panded its operations us-
ing ageing vessels and
exploiting regulatory loo-
pholes and flag-of-conve-
nience practices that have
caused environmental dis-
asters in South Asia.

Deck: The Truth Beneath
What You Sea (Mediterra-
nean Shipping Company —
MSC)’ throws light on a
corporate model that li-
mits incident liability and
externalises environmen-
tal and social costs onto
weaker jurisdictions in the
Global South.

Urging the MSC to
comply with a Kerala High
Court’s order directing it to
pay 1,227 crore as com-
pensation, over 8,000 peti-
tions and postcard signa-
tures are being delivered to
the MSC headquarters by

The report exposes how MSC has expanded its operations using

ageing vessels and exploiting regulatory loopholes. AP

volunteers.

The report notes that
despite commitments to
sustainable recycling, the
MSC continues to syste-

matically dispose of ageing
ships in South Asian beach-
ing yards, notably in India,
Bangladesh, and Pakistan,
where conditions are noto-

riously hazardous for both
workers and the
environment.

Environmental norms
The MSC announced plans
to reflag 12 vessels under
the Indian registry fol-
lowed by discussions bet-
ween MSC CEO Seren Toft
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi during India Mar-
itime Week 2025.
However, the report
says such expansion
should come with strict
compliance with environ-
mental and safety norms.
The MSC Elsa 3, a Libe-

Greenpeace urges MSC to comply with Kerala HC order

WTRT A MSC A HA BTS BIE & AT BT UTAT B34 BT TS fHar

o The Greenpeace South Asia on

Thursday released its new

investigative report on the sinking
of MSC Elsa 3 along the coast of

Kerala.

W A3y TRAT A TFaR &I
A de & UG MSC TRT 3 &
gﬁwm%mww

|

e The report exposes how MSC, the

world’s largest container carrier company, has systematically expanded its operations

ria-flagged vessel with a
known history of safety
deficiencies, sank off the
Kerala coast in May 2025,
spilling oil, chemicals, and
massive amounts of plastic
nurdles that devastated
marine ecosystems and
coastal livelihoods.

The Greenpeace em-
phasised that the company
should promptly comply
with the High Court order
and the Kerala government
should ensure that com-
pensation can reach affect-
ed communities as soon as
possible, through a tran-
sparent mechanism.

using ageing vessels and exploiting regulatory loopholes and flag-of-convenience
practices that have caused environmental disasters in South Asia.

fUId ug IR Pt ¢ fob Ha

MS C, 3R &) T T} dheR HRER HUT, /A

SETol BT IUTNT B 3R fAamHs Tl T Felv-3Th-p-aif=ag YTl & Yoy H

<o Timn § vaiaRuiiy smueralt &1 Rur o gl

o The report titled 'Below Deck: The Truth Beneath What You Sea (Mediterranean
Shipping Company — MSC)' throws light on a corporate model that limits incident
liability and externalises environmental and social costs onto weaker jurisdictions in
the Global South.
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Urging the MSC to comply with a Kerala High Court’s order directing it to pay
%1,227 crore as compensation, over 8,000 petitions and postcard signatures are
being delivered to the MSC headquarters by volunteers.

MSC ¥ &Rd §T DIC & 3N B UIAH Dd gU 21,227 BRIS BT GGGl G BT
3{TUE Hd gU, WIHaD! GRT 8,000 ﬁarﬁm?mﬁmqaﬁ?\ﬁwgmm MSC

TEATad Hol SR &

The report notes that despite commitments to sustainable recycling, the MSC

continues to systematically dispose of aging ships in South Asian beaching yards,

notably in India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan, where conditions are notoriously

hazardous for both workers and the environment.

01 o a1 man B fb aeAaa Sarsfae oot ufasgast & , MSC 30+ IR

STgTel 1 Gf&rur ufkrar & difi arsy 4, faRive Uik, mgimﬁ

ﬁaﬁaﬁgﬁ?mﬁmaﬁaam@mmwé FaRYd T ¥ e
RECRIN

Environmental norms
HHAD

The MSC announced plans to reflag 12 vessels under the Indian registry followed by
discussions between MSC CEO Segren Toft and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during India Maritime Week 2025.

MSC = YRd I ¢I8H didh 2025 & GRIF MSC CEO IR 2fte 3R gt 1%
It & ol g< Taiell & a1g 12 WETell @ WA IR} & d8d T:-Udoiidd
(reflag) XA D1 GG B! UM &1 |
However, the report says such expansion should come with strict compliance with
environmental and safety norms.

gTaifer, RO Fedt 8 i 30 R &1 faar yafarvfta 3k JRem ares! & HoR ured
& 1Y g A1

The MSC Elsa 3, a Liberia-flagged vessel with a known history of safety
deficiencies, sank off the Kerala coast in May 2025, spilling oil, chemicals, and
massive amounts of plastic nurdles that devastated marine ecosystems and coastal
livelihoods.

MSC T 3, Sl ATgaaT-tastiferd SigTel & 3R R gRaf Bl &1 3fder 1 s,
TS 2025 T I A & UM G T, o) dd, T IR R 76 | wiifee® A8
thet g, RN Tl uiRkfRufae o 3R adtg srsiifaerai @t =y & faan
The Greenpeace emphasised that the company should promptly comply with the
High Court order and the Kerala government should ensure that compensation can
reach affected communities as soon as possible, through a transparent mechanism.
Wi 3 SR e i it B i 8T8 B & ST BT U HRAT dTey 3R Hd
WBR I JAYT AT A1 1 G3HTTST RS o & AT J Teg § Sieg THIGd

TG 9% Ugd 9 |
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NEW YORK

‘No genocide’ in Nigeria’s troubled
north, says African Union chief

‘No genocide’ in Nigeria’s troubled north,
says African Union chief

IPIDT VY WM A Bal: ATgeiiNal &

troubled 3R H ‘PIS ATHER g’

¢ ‘No genocide’ in Nigeria’s troubled north, says
African Union chief

3PI®! TG YW A Hel: AT AT & troubled SR |
PIE TRUGR TEY

e The African Union chief Mahamoud Ali Youssouf,
during a press conference on Wednesday in New York,
dismissed claims of genocide in northern Nigeria after

i REVTERS U.S. President Trump alleged that Christians were being

The African Union chief Mahamoud Ali Youssouf, during a press
conference on Wednesday in New York, dismissed claims of
genocide in northern Nigeria after U.S. President Trump alleged that
Christians were being killed by jihadists and faced an “existential
threat”. He added that Boko Haram’s main victims are Muslims. AFP

killed by jihadists and faced an “existential threat”.
3Thi! U & T TETHG et PP + UAR Sl <gaidh
T Uh OF B19hY & R AZoNRAT & IR H ARHER &
31a1 I WIS {1, e SR IPUR gHI = SRIY T
g%mﬁmﬁﬁmwww%ﬁﬁ“mw"mmw@
|
e He added that Boko Haram’s main victims are Muslims.

I2A FE & S e & g Tifsd giaw €1

LONDON

UK. to build its first mini nuclear
power station in north Wales

U.K. to build its first mini nuclear power station
in north Wales

g.&. IR e | 39T g - wRHT] St
TR T

¢ U.K. to build its first mini nuclear power station in north
Wales

g, &, IR AeH | U Ugdn B U] Sl W= S
oBritain selected North Wales for its first small nuclear
power station on Thursday, angering the United States
which had wanted a large, U.S.-led plant built there as part of
its greater involvement in the U.K.’s energy sector.

A fe 3 TSR PI 301 UGS BIS URHTY] Srolt W & ol
JR AT &1 99+ b, Fore) wgard 14 ST AR 81
T, Tl 98 .. & Sell & H it UrfieR! & g & &u
T 981 U a1, SMR®T-Aqa arel T4 SH1 g Uil

oA spokesperson for British PM Keir Starmer said Wylfa was
the best site for small modular reactors.

fSre & e PR werlk & vaad 2 $w1 6 faewT 81 atsger Rl & fou
T I A B |

Britain selected North Wales for its first small nuclear power station
on Thursday, angering the United States which had wanted a large,
U.S.-led plant built there as part of its greater involvement in the
U.Ks energy sector. A spokesperson for British PM Keir Starmer said
Wylfa was the best site for small modular reactors. REUTERS
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Amount pledged Amount pledged by Nordic,'BaItic countries to Ukraine
by Nordic, Baltic Yeb I TSP, TTfecsd ST FRT Ufarsira A

countries to Ukraine
RGS |- Mapping NN

Amount pledged by Nordic, Baltic countries to Ukraine
, Aifeed <11 GIRT Geb+ 1 Ufagrd ARy
500 In § million. Nordic 500
and Baltic countries
announced that they 500
would contribute $500 million to ascheme ¢  In $ million. Nordic and Baltic countries announced that they

set up to purchase U.S. weapons for would contribute $500 million to a scheme set up to purchase U.S.

Ukraine. The mechanism was launched by weapons for Ukraine.
President Donald Trump and NATO

Secretary General Mark Rutte in July. em $ mﬁl ”Ié ] G?R S”ISE I é‘QﬁﬁWﬂaﬁﬁ? 3W$ ﬁfq
RS 3R Tl & fow wiIfid ue dieHT & $500 ffera=t o1
gRTEH ¢l
e The mechanism was launched by President Donald Trump and NATO
Secretary General Mark Rutte in July.

gﬂ‘gﬂ Y31 s & AUl SiHTes g 3IR A1) Hgrifia AT ¥ gRI
|

e Nordic countries: a regional grouping in Northern Europe usually referring to Denmark,
Norway, Sweden, Finland, and Iceland.

o Sometimes the autonomous territories (Faroe Islands, Greenland, Aland) are discussed
together with the five states in Nordic cooperation forums.

o Baltic countries (Baltic states): the three countries on the eastern shore of the Baltic Sea:
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.
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Can T.N.s reforms change
transgender healthcare?

What lessons does Tamil Nadu offer in building inclusive, rights-based healthcare?

Rajalakshmi RamPrakash

The story so far:

‘ ‘ eave no one behind,” a
core principle of the
United Nations Sustainable

Development Goals and
Universal Health Coverage, urges
governments to prioritise healthcare for
the most marginalised. Yet, transgender
persons continue to face significant
barriers to affordable, quality healthcare.
Tamil Nadu has emerged as a pioneer in
addressing these inequities through
inclusive public health policies and
welfare schemes that recognise the
intersection of health, dignity, and social
rights.

‘Why do transgender persons face
healthcare barriers?

Transgender persons encounter multiple,
overlapping barriers. First, few healthcare
providers are trained in transgender
health, and they are often restricted to
managing sexually transmitted infections
or gender-affirming surgeries, neglecting
the comprehensive, lifelong health needs.
Second, systemic exclusion from
education, housing, employment, and
social security leaves many without stable
income or insurance. Third, stigma and
discrimination in health settings, along

Can T.N.’s reforms change transgender healthcare?

with poor awareness among both
providers and the public, create hostile
healthcare environments that erode trust
in the health system. As a result, many
transgender persons either delay or avoid
seeking medical attention altogether.

What has Tamil Nadu done?

Tamil Nadu stands as a pioneer in
transgender-inclusive healthcare. Since
2008, the Rajiv Gandhi Government
General Hospital in Chennai has offered
gender-affirming surgeries, supported by
India’s first Transgender Welfare Board.
This began many years before the 2019
Transgender Persons (Protection of
Rights) Act mandated such services in at
least one government hospital per State.
Acting on sustained demands from the
community, the National Health Mission
(Tamil Nadu) established Gender
Guidance Clinics (GGCs) in 2018 to
provide multidisciplinary care under one
roof. By 2025, eight districts in the State
host GGCs, offering free gender-affirming
procedures. Between April 2019 and
March 2024, 7,644 transgender
individuals accessed these clinics.

How has Tamil Nadu expanded
insurance coverage?

Tamil Nadu has integrated
gender-affirming surgeries and hormonal

therapy into the Chief Minister’s
Comprehensive Health Insurance Scheme
(CMCHIS-PMJAY) in 2022. Previously
funded through hospital budgets, these
services are now covered under a
five-year (2022-27) policy with the United
India Insurance Company, making India
the first South Asian country to include
transgender care in universal health
coverage. The Centre’s 2022
PMJAY-Ayushman Bharat TG Plus scheme
offers over 50 free procedures, but Tamil
Nadw’s implementation, now in its fourth
year, is more advanced.

To enhance accessibility, the State
government removed the ¥72,000 annual
income cap for CMCHIS-PMJAY enrolment
and waived the requirement for a ration
card bearing the transgender person’s
name, recognising that barriers to
healtheare extend beyond income to
include stigma, discrimination, and family
rejection. Based on a forthcoming WHO
case study, as of October 2025, over 5,200
transgender individuals are enrolled in
the scheme, with mere than 600
undergoing gender-affirming surgeries or
hormone therapy in 12 public and private
empanelled hospitals.

How have policy and legal reforms
strengthened this model?
The 2019 Transgender Act (Section 15)

mandates comprehensive healthcare, and
Tamil Nadu has begun moving the needle.
In October 2024, the National Health
Mission trained doctors from GGCs on the
World Professional Association for
Transgender Health Standards of Care,
Version 8.

The Madras High Court has reinforced
transgender rights through rulings on
marriage, curriculum reform, banning
conversion therapy and intersex
surgeries, reopening GGCs post-COVID,
ending police harassment, and reducing
societal prejudice. The 2019 Tamil Nadu
Mental Health Care Policy and the 2025
State Policy for Transgender Persons
further affirm healthcare, education, and
property rights.

What challenges remain?

While Tamil Nadu has set a benchmark
for transgender-inclusive healthcare,
challenges remain.

‘GGCs must expand to provide
comprehensive primary-to-tertiary care,
publish a dedicated health manual,
regularly build provider competencies
and hold them accountable, regulate
empanelled hospitals, progressively
include mental health in benefit
packages, establish grievance
mechanisms, encourage research, and
tackle societal bias through cross-sectoral
action. Engaging transgender
communities at all stages of policy and
implementation for transgender health is
non-negotiable.

Only sustained commitment and action
can transform Tamil Nadu’s promising
model into lasting equity for transgender
persons.

(Rajalakshmi RamPrakash, PhD, is
currently a Consultant with WHO
(Geneva)-Human Reproduction
Programme. Views are personal)

T A, F GUR giasier W@y Jarsit # giada ar gad 82

e “Leave no one behind,” a core principle of the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals and Universal Health Coverage, urges governments to prioritise healthcare for

the most marginalised. “fHt Bt

s T vis,"d

THE GIST

v

Tamil Nadu has emerged as a
pioneer in
transgender-inclusive
healthcare, establishing
Gender Guidance Clinics and
integrating gender-affirming
care into public insurance.

A4

While challenges persist, the
model reflects the “leave no
one behind” principle in action,
offering a roadmap for equity
and inclusion.

Y Wad faer deaf iR ardifie

WA Havel &1 U6 Je fagia, Wﬁﬁmaﬁqwéﬁmwﬁm@ﬁﬁ
WIATHT G &7 ST BT 6 |
o Yet, transgender personscontmue to face significant barriers to affordable, quality

Wwﬂwﬁm\aﬁwnﬂa@fmm Gl

healthcare. ft¥ 4t mﬁ?\’
TG /A G|

o Tamil Nadu has emerged as a pioneer in addressing these inequitiesthrough inclusive
public health policies and welfare schemes that recognise the intersection of health,

dignity, and social rights. AFHTATE 371 SRTATTATSH BT FHATYTH B H U SUOR & &0 o
Frderf~re WA Hifaal 3R Hedror g1 A1ead I S WA, i,
3R Ao USRI & Ufa=ded & ARl d & |

Why do transgender persons face healthcare barriers?

T TarRA AqT3T B ATUTSHT BT JTHAT il HId 22

e Transgender personsencounter multiple, overlapping barriers. mﬁ%’?m

JWT T

Sifraardt arurai o1 A PRA g |

o First, few healthcare providers are trained in transgender health, and they are often
restricted to managing sexually transmitted infections or gender-affirming surgeries,
neglecting the comprehensive, lifelong health needs.

o UG, $H WY AaT

Hd gul

W 7§ ufRiféa 8, 3R 3 SraRd Tarid TshHvN
& YaY 1 foiT-gfY Teidt o Wfia Ted 8, aw, iTeitas W sraxadarsil o1 Sua
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Second, systemic exclusion from education, housing, employment, and social
securityleaves manywithout stable income or insurance. g9RXI, ﬁI&IT 3TdT, ﬁTrFTR 3R
TS RET T YU aiehR$s ! fRIT 319 71 §iHTe faArsts arg|

Third, stigma and discrimination in health settings, along with poor awarenessamong
both providers and the public, create hostile healthcare environments that erode trust in
the health system.

TRT, TR JfE T Fdd 3R WGUTd, TeTarsit 3R S1d1 GHI & B8 SRedT & 1Y,
ATVl TTRY AT IATERUTEHT ¢ off Wi Jomet & fayra &1 gior 3d §|

As a result, many transgender personseither delay or avoid seeking medical
attentionaltogether.

TP URUTHERTY, $5 giauis) AfaiibaTa g AFHH J a1 af 38 3d § a1 ¥ ave
q g9d § |

What has Tamil Nadu done?

aftrerTg A T far 82

Tamil Nadustands as a pioneer in transgender-inclusive healthcare. aﬁmmgg'mﬁs?
AN WA Yarsi 7 ve onoft & o d @WeT R |

Since 2008, the Rajiv Gandhi Government General Hospital in Chennai has offered
gender-affirming surgeries, supported by Ind|a s first Transgender Welfare Board. 2008

q, 9w § Tofia T TRAR WA Sredre A g wsifue @l €, HRd F uga
TIISISY HeaTur S gRT gHfdd|

This began many yearsbefore the 2019 Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights)
Actmandatedsuch services in at least one government hospital per State. dg 2019
cigeiex aafed (SR @1 wwaon fiferas 8 & avf ygagRs gan A ufa wsusa @
FH TP THNT regara § At Aarsii o1 srf-rard fasan

Acting on sustained demands from the community, the National Health Mission (Tamil
Nadu)established Gender Guidance Clinics (GGCs) in 2018 to provide multidisciplinary

careunder one roof. @ﬁ?ﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁwmm@l ?T@TIW&IW
(aﬁmmg)ﬁzmsﬁﬁ-mwfah%r%mecgwﬁamwmﬁ?:ﬂ%agﬁw

SEUTAUGH FHR & ATg |
By 2025, eight districts in the Statehost GGCs, offering free %ender-affirming

procedures. 2025 T, Iod T 3T FTAGGCs ! AT axd &, U fT1-gf¥ ufhamiue

Hd gul
Between April 2019 and March 2024, 7,644 traqsggnder individualsacces§edthe§e
clinics. 3Md 2019 3R UTH 2024 & i, 7,644 TR S TR - 3 fFafd! % Ugd SIS

How has Tamil Nadu expanded insurance coverage?

aftrerTg A 9T Have 1 fawR 73 fear g2

Tamil Nadu has integrated gender-affirming surgeries and hormonal therapy into the
Chief Minister’s Comprehenswe Health Insurance Scheme (CMCHIS-PMJAY 1%:' 2022.

AFETS 7 2022 H HORAT 31 AU A AT ISHT (CMCHIS-PMJAY) H fei-gfp
Tl 3R grifee AR B THtpd fbar B

Previously funded through hospital budgets, these services are now coveredunder a
five-year (2022-27) policy with the United India Insurance Company, making India the
first South Asian country to include transgender care in universal health coverage.
Ugd SRUATd deicd Hread & fawmifya, 3 dang 1S SRT St & Ty
vig-aifa (2022-27) Hfad d8d PR € HRA B S@UTH & Ard e Ty
Wﬁmmwmmm%ﬂm@|

The Centre’s 2022 PMJAY -Ayushman Bharat TG Plus schemeoffersover 50 free
procedures, but Tamil Nadu’s implementation, now in its fourth year, is more advanced.
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Fg B 2022 PMIAY -3 HRA TG W 1150 J 31 gt ufspamive ol g,
Afp aftrarTg @1 Frafaad, 3 oA @il 9 & siftres Iaa §1

To enhance accessibility, the State governmentremoved the ¥72,000 annual income cap
for CMCHIS-PMJAY enrolment and waived the requirement for a ration cardbearing the
transgender person’s name, recognising that barriers to healthcareextendbeyond
income to include stigma, discrimination, and family rejection. Ugd DI ggM & fay, I
THR I CMCHIS-PMJIAY ATHIH 3 RIT 272,000 TTi® o Ararger & 3R TSy
T & ATH ITeH IR DTS D! STIABATATE HR <, AT oo gY [ Ty Aarsif ab
TIUTEATT Q Webeisp, WGHTY, 3R TaTR® rediepfa o) 2nfire el B

Based on a forthcoming WHO case study, as of October 2025, over 5,200 transgender
individuals are enrolled in the scheme, with more than 600undergoing gender-affirming
surgeries or hormone therapy in 12 public and private empanelled hospitals. T

WHO & W3 1d SR IR, alaﬁa'\rzozsw 5,200 ¥ 3Mf® ciaciey Afeaaie T &
AHifpd 5, %)o%ﬁamnvﬁvrﬁﬁsﬁv TS SegdTal § fRFT-gfY weikt a1 g
PRI TR 7B T

How have policy and legal reforms strengthened this model?

W iR P JURY A 39 Aisd &I $4 Aoiqd (5T 82

The 2019 Transgender Act (Section 15)mandates comprehensive healthcare, and Tamil
Nadu has begun moving the needle. 2019 EIRISISX AR (YTRT 15)HTIP T@RA
Qa3 & siferard B 8, 3R aftrerrg 3 GefeaHRRs b gl

In October 2024, the National Health Missiontrained doctors from GGCs on the World
Professional Association for Transgender Health Standards of Care, Version 8. 3[dgaR

2024 1, w@uwﬁamﬁeccﬁsmﬁaﬁaﬁ‘ﬁmwmwm
A WSIH 3Tt I, TR 8 TR YR o2

The Madras High Court has reinforced transgender rightsthrough rulings on marriage,
curriculum reform, banning conversion therapy and intersex surgeries, reopening
GGCs post-COVID, ending police harassment, and reducing societal prejudice. AR
I UIATaY A faare, ureusd YUR, FUTaRor AXG 3R FevAaT el W ufades, covip
& 91¢ GGCs P fhe T Wi, Yoy Iafies &) quTw =1, 3R Arfore yafue & &0
T R FHofdics arew A giasisy SfUaRI o dergd fGa1 g

The 2019 Tamil Nadu Mental Health Care Policy and the 2025 State Policy for
Transgender Personsfurther affirm healthcare, education, and property rights. 2019

mmwmmﬁﬁsﬁnozsmm%mwm
Qaraii, e, 3R wufky feRY Ft 37 gfY Fcit B

What challenges remain?

T Ao STt 37

While Tamil Nadu has set a benchmark for transgender-inclusive healthcare, challenges

remain. STaf® TG 7 TiaGier-THTARN WA JAarsii & T U AFewIfud faar g,
qAerar e g1

GGCsmust expand to provide comprehensive primary-to-tertiary care, publish a
dedicated health manual, regularly build provider competencies and hold them
accountable, regulate empanelled hospitals, progressively include mental health in
benefit packages, establish grievance mechanisms, encourage research, and tackle

societal biasthrough cross-sectoral action. GGCs D! TU® YA FHD--
S@UTAYGH FHRA & g fawaR a1 91fey, U waffa Ty AgerauaTiRid ST, Uerdr
errransit & frafia wu & fAmfor a3 3ik 3= SaTaes 38T, TS SRdral o
faferafia s, arv el & arfie WA & e T F Wfia o1, Rierd
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TARITIAT AT, STHUTH P! WA g d A1, 3R BIA-AGe e PIRATsd ATeAT I AN
qafig &1 FHIL BT

o Engaging transgender communities at all stages of policy and implementation for
transgender health is non-negotiable. STAWSR WA & forg Hife 3R wrataa & Tt
TN T TaSie” TSN &) "erd BT e 7|

e Only sustained commitment and action can transform Tamil Nadu’s promlsmg model
into lasting eqmty for transgender persons. Fad AR ufaagar sik W@Hﬁ?ﬁlﬁ &
TSP AISH &I Tiaviex afaadl & foe wurft warar & ufkafdd #R aod 31

GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, And International Relations

TOPICS COVERED 14 November. 2025

Polity
1. | T.N. challenge to Mekedatu reservoir plan premature: SC

AdeTe TR QT UR dfieTg @t gaidl 99ayd: gty $ic

2. | Should public celebrations or expressions of devotion be avoided?

T grduifIe 94 a1 Hidd & SifHaafad | T=-T1 91fge?

3. | How is SEC ensuring fair elections?

SEC fsres gTa S8 g3 2 13?2

Governance
4. | Al-Falah University website taken down after NAAC notice

NAAC TIfed & a1 3ra-warg fayfaeney #1 dguge ges 18

5. | Centre releases draft Seeds Bill; farm outfits cautious, industry
welcomes it

F% 2 s10e Wisy foa 9 forar; HfY Wirew Jad, I 3 W@ fean

International Relations

6. | Donald Trump shakes up the global nuclear order

SHTeE ¢U AfYe W] et H Rarda §

| Polity 14/11/2025
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T.N. challenge to Mekedatu
reservoir plan premature: SC

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday termed Tamil
Nadu’s application chal-
lenging Karnataka’s propo-
sal to build a reservoir
across the Cauvery at Me-
kedatu “premature”.

Declining to entertain
Tamil Nadu’s plea for now,
a Bench, headed by Chief
Justice of India B.R. Gavai,
said the Detailed Project
Report (DPR), submitted
by Karnataka, was only be-
ing considered by experts
of the Cauvery Water Man-
agement Authority
(CWMA) and the Cauvery
Water Regulation Commit-
tee (CWRC).

The Central Water Com-
mission (CWC) had made it
clear that any DPR would
be accepted only after ob-
taining approvals from
CWMA and CWRC.

The court rejected Tamil Nadu’s
application challenging the
reservoir plan at Mekedatu.

In case of approval of
DPR, affected parties, in-
cluding Tamil Nadu, would
be free to take measures in
accordance with the law.

The apex court said,
Karnataka, anyway, would
be bound to release Cauv-
ery water allotted to lower
riparian Tamil Nadu and
the Union Territory of Pu-
ducherry, which is
downstream.

The hearing before the
three-judge Bench was
based on an application
moved by Tamil Nadu in
the apex court seeking a di-
rection to restrain the
CWMA from deliberating
the proposed reservoir
project. The application
has stated that the plan-
ning of the Mekedatu pro-
ject worth Rs. 9000 crore
was in “gross violation” of
the decision of the Cauvery
Water Disputes Tribunal of
February 5, 2007, which
was affirmed by the Su-
preme Court itself on Fe-
bruary 16, 2018.

“The objective of the
Tribunal’s final decision is
to ensure that the pattern
of the release of water to
the downstream State to
meet irrigation interests is
not jeopardised,” Tamil Na-
du, represented by senior
advocate Mukul Rohatgi,
argued.

T.N. challenge to Mekedatu reservoir plan premature: SC

A ere STARM ST IR dieTg @t gt

The Supreme Court on Thursday termed Tamil Nadu’s application challenging

Wq:q‘gmnaﬂ'é

Karnataka’s proposal to build a reservoir across the Cauvery at Mekedatu

“prematu re

T BT R SARNY FTH & e & UATd B gl

an?ﬁaﬁaﬂ@aﬁ %WW|

Declining to entertain Tamil Nadu’s plea for now, a Bench, headed by Chief Justice

of India B.R. Gavai, said the Detailed Project Report (DPR), submitted by
Karnataka, was only being considered by experts of the Cauvery Water

Management Authority (CWMA) and the Cauvery Water Regulation Committee
(CWRC).

fheieTd daTg 3t AT IR [daR R U TAGR HRd §U R & T ATz
& 3MR. Tq3 &1 AT alcll Ul A BT [ Bl gRT IR favqga uivaterr feaid
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(DPR) 3dd HIA3} STd Yae/= UIfUH0T (CWMA) 3R H1adt o fafraw= afifa
(CWRC) & faRiwgi! gRT faariei g1

e The Central Water Commission (CWC) had made it clear that any DPR would be
accepted only after obtaining approvals from CWMA and CWRC.

ST START (CWC) A Ty farar ot fs faedt +ft DPR &1 had CWMA 3R CWRC

Y 3fTHIGH YT R o §1G 81 WIBR faar S|

¢ In case of approval of DPR, affected parties, including Tamil Nadu, would be free to
take measures in accordance with the law.
DPR & 3fJHled ! fUf &, afemrg afigd uwifad uer ST Tiaei & S8R Hed
IS & fog Ta= il

e The apex court said, Karnataka, anyway, would be bound to release Cauvery water
allotted to lower riparian Tamil Nadu and the Union Territory of Puducherry, which is
downstream.
Tdfe ArTer A g1 [ PAlee B &R g1d § (o yarg arel drarg ik Ygast ax
R U™ B 3Tafed HTa &1 Ul BIe1 & ol 1eg -1 8l

e The hearing before the three-judge Bench was based on an application moved by
Tamil Nadu in the apex court seeking a direction to restrain the CWMA from
deliberating the proposed reservoir project.

FH-TTeiRT @ Ui & qHe YrdTs dHaIg §RT GRR 99 3MTde TR Sutid off forad
TRATId ST GRATSHT IR faaR 9 & CWMA 1 b= & fora ey Jivm mma

e The application has stated that the planning of the Mekedatu project worth Rs.
9000 crore was in “gross violation” of the decision of the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal of February 5, 2007, which was affirmed by the Supreme Court itself on
February 16, 2018.

T T T 2 o 9,000 TS $UR 9 Adbare TSI 33 AorT 5 TR
2007 & P} o faare ArTRIEor & Aoy 1 R I@a §, S 16 HRast 2018

! WU U HIE A 47 g 1 ot

o “The objective of the Tribunal’s final decision is to ensure that the pattern of the release of
water to the downstream State to meet irrigation interests is not jeopardised,” Tamil Nadu,
represented by senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi, argued.

IRE SHfYgFd gpa Agatit gRI UfaFfa feu T affaarg = ad fear & —amanfesor &
3ifaw fofa o1 Ie3a T8 RfEa w1 © for RiaE & Rt & 1 &= & fore A=t vare ara
I B! U B & Ued  HSar T 811
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| PARLEY

arlier this week, a video purportedly
E showing a group of people offering

namaz at the Kempegow

International Airport in Bengaluru
ignited a political controversy in Karnataka, with
the opposition Bharatiya Janata Party taking
exception to the incident and demanding
accountability from the State government.
Around the same time, in Uttar Pradesh, the
police began removing unauthorised sound
systems from mosques and temples in some
areas. In India, it is common to see Navratri
celebrations at the airport, namaz on railway
platforms, commemoration of Sikh Gurus®
Jayanti on the roads of Delhi, hear azaan on a
loudspeaker five times a day, and jagrans all
night long. India is undeniably demonstrative
about religion in public space. Should public
celebrations or expression of devotion be
avoided? Tanika Sarkar and Sanjay Hegde
discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Ziya Us Salam. Edited excerpts:

Has India always been so demonstrative
about religion?

Tanika Sarkar: India has always been fairly
demonstrative. This is especially where Hindu
festivals and ceremonies are concerned because
they are more numerous and varied than the
religious festivals of other communities. But this
phenomenon has grown. For instance, during
the latter half of the year, we start with Navratri,
followed by Dussehra, Karwa Chauth, Deepavali,
Govardhan Puja, Chhath Puja, and so on. During
this entire time, the atmosphere is noisy and
traffic comes to a standstill. Festivals were
always there, but they are now increasing in
number.

Isn’t this a celebration of life and positivity?

TS: Yes, but this brings civic life to a standstill
and takes over public places. Ambulances
carrying patients can’t proceed an inch. I don’t
think that is a celebration of positivity. I am also
thinking of the crackers and the restrictions
removed this year. Delhi, where I live, hasn't
been the same since then.

Th les you gave are ially of
Hindu festivals. But the minorities are not
above board. Post-2020, most mosques have
started having multiple service sessions on
Fridays to avoid worshippers spilling onto
the road outside. But why did community
leaders need COVID-19 to practise what
should have been done earlier?

Aloudspeaker near a temple in Bengaluru. MURALI KUMAR K.

TS: That is true. When the azaan is being
chanted in the morning, loudspeakers broadcast
bhajans. It has become competitive.

Sanjay Hegde: On this mosque and azaan
question, I understand that the call to prayer has
to be made, but it is a cacophony when several
mosques within a few meters of each other start
at different times. Community leaders should
intervene so that the azaan can be broadcast
once from one central place. Today, nothing
prevents a mosque from broadcasting, say, on a
WhatsApp group. And this is true of all
communities. We need to take into account the
old proverb that an Englishman’s freedom ends
where a Frenchman’s nose begins. Be careful of
your neighbours’ welfare and their sensitivities.

The Constitution allows us to follow our
religion and practice it. But where does one

draw a line, legally speaking?

SH: Legally speaking, your religious practices
are protected, but it is only those practices
which are essential to the religion, and not
necessarily everything which is of a religious
nature. For instance, if I were to take the
example of a Hindu temple, the performance of
a puja is essential — that cannot be stopped.
However, if the government directs the
administration to ensure that the ghee and oil
used for the lamps are of good quality, that is
certainly a matter that can be regulated. Equally,
you can regulate religious practices on grounds
of public order. There was the Anand Margi case
from Calcutta [early 1980s]. The Anand Margis
said it was an essential religious practice to take
out a public procession with a skull, a dagger,
etc. The Supreme Court said, no, you are not a
separate religion; you are a sect of Hinduism. It
was claimed that the Tandava dance was an
essential religious practice. And the judges said

ee

Only those practices which are essential to

the religion, and not necessarily everything
which is of a religious nature, are protected
[by the Constitution].

SANJAY HEGDE

you have not shown any proof that this started
with the foundation of your sect; this is a later
innovation. So the test that the courts adopt is
that of an essential religious practice.

If you are talking of Islam, I don’t think
anyone can regulate the prayer itself, or even
the call to prayer. But if you were to regulate the
noise regarding the prayer call, or say that in an
area, only one mosque will broadcast the azaan,
1 don’t think a court would interfere or say that
every mosque could have a separate call.

Inrecent years, there seems to be greater
display of religion in public places. How far
removed is that from Holi, Deepavali or even
Ram Navami celebrations during the age of
the Mughals and the British?

TS: Do 1 dare say that greater licence is given to
Hindu religious festivals? I'm talking not about
daily religious practices, but festivals now seem
to take place throughout the entire year. Karwa
(Chauth used to be a domestic festival. Now there
are melas and processions being carried out with
even the Prime Minister giving messages.

‘That is politicisation of religion...

TS: It is politicisation of religion when you
display it in public relentlessly, with noise,
fanfare, psychedelic lights, and crowds. Delhi is
just saturated.

Notjust Delhi. We have visuals from
Ahmedabad where people are dancing on
Navaratri at the airport and the airlines staff
are joining them. How does one handle that?

TS: I don’t think anyone is going to handle that.
They have a licence — not a formal legal licence,
but a political licence.

What youare effectively saymg is what the

grants usas fr has now
been turned into a licence.

TS: I would say that.

People now have stickers of an angry
‘Hanuman on their cars. Is that kind of public
display of religion about religiosity or is it
about sending a message to others?

SH: [ don't think this is religiosity. Religiosity,
spiritualism, and one’s personal quest towards
the almighty is a different thing altogether. This
is religious consolidation. Itis a display of ‘Tam
on this team’ and ‘I am not on that team’. Is it
more apparent in society? Yes. If you read E.M.
Foster’s Passage to India, he speaks of the British
administration’s problem when there were
competing processions of Moharram and
Ganesh Chaturthi. Our society has been
consolidating around religious identity.

Is the celebration of Prophet Muhammad’s
birthday through a procession part of the
reaction of minorities to demonstrative
celebrations of Ganesh Chaturthi and so on?

TS: It is competitive. It is also a question of hurt
sentiments. You can shout ‘Jai Shri Ram’ during
any procession, but you can’t hold up a poster
saying, ‘Ilove Muhammad’; that could lead to
violence. So, there is a feeling of discrimination.
That leads to, on the Muslim part, I suppose,
stepping up the religious ostentation. This
conflict was evident from the 1920s — playing
music in front of mosques at prayer time, taking
a procession outside them with loud bhajans,
etc. often led to riots.

People enjoy immunity no matter what they
do?

TS: Yes. And there is no immunity to minorities.
People are being prevented from going to
church or even from holding prayer meetings in
their own homes in places such as Chhattisgarh.
Religion is increasingly becoming a means of
everyday intimidation.

What does this say about our polity?

SH: Our political leaders have followed the same
principle of divide and rule that our previous
rulers followed. As long as you can convince the
majority that they are actually a hurt minority,
or you can convince the minority that but for
the protection of one set of people, they would
be at the mercy of the majority, you consolidate
your camps. And the great mass who are
actually apolitical tend to get pushed into
respective corners.

So, is it time for rational religiosity?

TS: That has been eroded substantially.

To listento the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link

Should public celebrations or expressions of devotion be avoided?

T Fraulf~1e Ioad g1 Mfed & sifHeafad @ T==T 91fgu?

o Earlier this week, a video purportedly showing a group of people offering namaz at the
Kempegowda International Airport in Bengaluru ignited a political controversy in
Karnataka, with the opposition Bharatiya Janata Party taking exception to the incident
and demanding accountability from the State government.

3 Ul g,

e

fifsarefia wu § feard guaTil & U g & FIRNST 3
BATS 3 | ITGE T T 3HGT Hd gU AST-ITaP fadre & geaterd (a1 Sl 1,

eft

YR S=TaT UTdT & 1Y g1 IR SATURT A U 3R o9 WPR I STaraag! b Wi Hd

Yl

e Around the same time, in Uttar Pradesh, the police began removing unauthorised
sound systems from mosques and temples in some areas.
T S §HY, JWR WG A,

R G PO & I

|

TfeRY ¥ eFftrgpa taf yonferigern &=

¢ InIndia, it is common to see Navratri celebrations at the airport, namaz on railway
platforms, commemoration of Sikh Gurus’ Jayanti on the roads of Delhi, hear azan on a
loudspeaker five times a day, and jargons all night long.

YRA T, §a18 38 | RN

, ¥4 Wewid IR 41, fieett o asdl W
R Tt ot st o1 R, mmwwemﬁqﬁmm 3R SR
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¢ India is undeniably demonstrative about religion in public space. YRaAESI—® ®E §
o & IR H FRide yexHeTd B

¢ Should public celebrations or expression of devotion be avoided? T Trdfe Seaal
g1 Hfe o1 sifreafad I a1 ST A1fge?

o Tanika Sarkar and Sanjay Hegde discuss the question in a conversation moderated by

iya Us Salam.
?rémw 3R Hor BRYY W T d & U HaIg A orar 39 Ja gRT ATs e b

. Edlted excerpts: JUTfed 3T:

Has India always been so demonstrative about religion?

T YR g ¥ & IR § g1 U bRl |12

o Tanika Sarkar: India has always been fairly demonstrative. o1 WPR:
YRAGHAMHTEH! Fe=HPRI BT 5 |

e This is especially where Hindu festivals and ceremonies are concerned because they are
more numerous and varied than the religious festivals of other communities. dg

U Affg RISk FARIE & Yoy T ¢ Hife d 31 TR & UTifd gRi of go-1 o
fre wEm ok fafay 5|
e But this phenomenon has grown. dif g8 YcHlde Tr5‘%|
e For instance, during the latter half of the year, we start with Navratri, followed by
Dussehra, Karwa Chauth, Deegg-;‘;l“ Govardhan Puja, Chhath Puja, and so on.

IATERY F forg, 9 I ST T TaRI I Y[E HRd &, GRIGRT, BT Ay, Earae,
T I, T8 qoTl, 3R U € a1e |

¢ During this entire time, the atmosphere is noisy and traffic comes to a standstill. 3?1]?
TJUYP SR, ATAERURNRYUT 8 3R FTrararaiRRe! Sl ¢ |

o Festivals were always there, but they are now increasing in number. Rﬂ?ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬂ ?), Afp
JE BT A ag W/ R

Isn’t this a celebration of life and positivity?
FIT Ug e 3R AHRIHDAT BT o0 gl 872

e TS: Yes, but this brings civic life to a standstill and takes over public places. 'aw: E'T'
Afp T8 MRS SHad 3! fRRSR a1 ¢ IR ArdefE VI TR FoATdH adl ¢

o Ambulance carrying patients can't proceed an inch. ﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁaﬁaﬁrq@wwﬁ
1} 3T 8T 9¢ Il |

. |% don’t think that is a celebration of positivity. T3 Fg @¥IdT [ I8 ABRIHD T BT Soad

I

o | am also thinking of the crackers and the restrictions removed this year. T yer@l & IR
# 1t |9 61§ R 39 avgers T ufaddl & IR 7|

e Delhi, where | live, hasn’t been the same since then. fegeft, Sigi & Ygdt €, a9 Aagi-gt
gl

e The examples you gave are essentially of Hindu festivals. 3 ﬁ'QG'c."IEWI’ﬂ'@I =y
Afeg @Rl & 8

e Butthe mlnorltles are not above board. AT ICTHRIHIURRI & |

o Post-2020, most mosques have started having multiple service sessions on Fridays to
avoid worshippers spilling onto the road outside. 2020 %Hl'c{, Sfftreier 'Fl'%lﬁei
B THIIP Va1 TAYLRE [HU & IURID] &l 96X S | e I 591 & R

e Butwhy did community leaders need COVID-19 to practise what should have been done
earlier? QT U & A3 &I HIfdS-19 B ATAAHATF! US! 51 UgaAfhaT ST ARY
AT I ST A P ferg?

e TS: Thatis true. A1TH: 8 A B
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o When the azaan is being chanted in the morning, loudspeakers broadcast bhajans. Sid
FAGAATS G 81 &, ATS SN BRUSTIIRITNG Bl 5 |

¢ It has become competitive. dg yfawgdfas mn %‘I

o Sanjay Hegde: On this mosque and azaan question, | understand that the call to prayer
has to be made, but it is a cacophony when several mosques within a few meters of each

other start at different times. W?TI% ER 'FI%IT:{ 3ol Uy U, 7 JHLAAT g : o THTS
@1 PR B AT AT, Waawﬁm%aaww%%wﬁa%wﬂmﬁm
i%f‘mrsrwu?ﬂ??ﬁ'cﬁ%l
e Community leaders should intervene so that the azaan can be broadcast once from one
gntra;lélace. W%ﬁmﬁamﬁm@umﬁs SWTFUS HEH TITH I TP IRUITNG
ofl I

¢ Today, nothing prevents a mosque from broadcasting, say, on a WhatsApp group. 3115,

%o W AT T8l TP AfSIg & yIid I 9, A o, Us gTeHuy 9 W]

« And this is true of all communities. 3R Ig it '\Wﬂﬂ'ﬁﬁ %ﬁ‘lﬁﬁ%l

o We need to take into account the old proverb that an Englishman’s freedom ends where
a Frenchman’s nose begins. Eﬁmﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ oA T @1 96T b Th S &Y
AT 951 HHIG Bl & O] U IR Y AThRR= gidh o |

o Be careful of your neighbours’ welfare and their sensitivities. em%ru@hﬁu‘r 4| ‘l-l?l'l'é' 3R
S HagRiaarsi o1 e 3 |

o The Constitution allows us to follow our religion and practice it. But where does one
draw a line, legally speaking??'-iﬁ%ﬂ? g4 Ut f BT T B 3R 31T HRA Bt
3rufa 341 81 AP FI U A H ol A3 el Wi Sl 82

e SH: Legally speaking, your religious practices are protected, but it is only those
practices which are essential to the religion, and not necessarily everything which is of a

religious nature. TTH: BT 77 W, 30! e yuNGiRié €, df a8 Haa 3 gung
& off of & fore srraxae €, SR Sima%a® U A9d $ o1 o Ui upfa o181

e Forinstance, if | were to take the example of a Hindu temple the performance of a puja is
essential — that cannot be stopped. JaTexY & g, SR W%ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁm
TOIT &1 fATE3ma=a® § — 3 AHT A1 ST ThdlT|

o However, if the government directs the administration to ensure that the ghee and
oilused for the lamps are of good quallt% that is certainly a matter that can be regulated.

BTclifes, SR ARBRURMEA Bl o duet & forg IuahT forg Tt oik dasrst
ToraT & &, 98 fifda ®u & ue A ® o fafafia fhar o gear g

e Equally, you can regulate religious practices on grounds of public order. HI- U |,
31T AT~ a1 & STUR W utfifes yare o1 faf~rafia o= 9@ 5|

e There was the Anand Margi case from Calcutta [early 1980s]. eIhdl Y 3rrig ARl Arwen
T [1980s T YF3MTd] |

e The Ananda Margis Said it was an essential religious practice to take out a public
procession with a skull, a dagger, etc. 3T-¢ ANIPg f& I8 TH WYY, U6 WoR, 311 &
T AP ARSI Uh TaRgP TP 7T 2|

e The Supreme Court said, no, you are not a separate religion; you are a sect of Hinduism.
TaTsl TS al, Tel, 3 U et YH-iel &; 3y fEg et &1 uw wuer 5|

¢ It was claimed that the Tandava dance was an essential religious practice. g qIdl far
T fh disd I U SMa=ad uTi® uyt |

¢ And the judges said you have not shown any proof that this started with the foundation of
your sect; this is a later innovation. 3R RN ®e MU By Wﬁtﬂﬁ"@m%ﬂg
3{TU% UG 1 RITYAT & T IR g3T; T U d1G P AR g

e So the test that the courts adopt is that of an essential religious practice. WI%'IHW&I'UT S
SATATAI YT § I8 HTARID UTHfH YA H1 5 |

o If you are talking of Islam, | don’t think anyone can regulate the prayer itself, or even the
call to prayer. 3R mswmaﬁaraaﬁ@% H@Hﬁm—a‘qﬂmﬁﬁﬁuﬁam
Tl ©, T1 UGt 9 fPTae &) THR 1

o Butif you were to regulate the noise regarding the prayer call, or say that in an area, only
one mosque will broadcast the azaan, | don’t think a court would interfere or say that
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every mosque could have a separate call. Tfd 3R 3T WW@HJ}[@T@
faf~rafira o, o1 #ed [ U & O, dad U AR sRmEuaiGg &3, I3 A8 avar U
ATATRIEAGYT ST T BT b g ARG U ST YHR 7@ Ihall gl

¢ Inrecent years, there seems to be greater display of religion in public places. mﬁ?a@f
¥, ardefre wirt & orf 3 siftre yeriAwda gkt 31

o How far removed is that from Holi, Deepavali or even Ram Navami celebrations during
the age of the Mughals and the British? dg 'E['TE?[ 3R farfe=r %T’ﬁ? , Sluraett a1
ggi a® & ww Farft el d fpanr gr 87

e TS: Do | dare say that greater licence is given to Hindu religious festivals? é’rqw G e
Tg og o e ol § & g nfifer el & aiftre wmsdiafear o 82

¢ I'm talking not about daily rell ious practices, but festivals now seem to take place
throughout the entire year. & urffe gure & IR A 98) 919 3R @7, Afhd AeRSE
T U gRuda g €

 Karwa Chauthused to be a domestic festival. T TY UH BT TNSRGSM BT AT

o Now there are melas and processions being carried out with even the Prime
Ministergiving messages. g @TW ST 3% § ggi Wmﬂﬂﬁmﬁﬁﬂl

e Thatis politicisation of religion... dg i} &7 IeTifaRor %

e T8S: Itis politicisation of religion when you display it in public relentlessly, with noise,
fanfare, psychedellc lights, and crowds. 'é’hz'a Yo 'ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ:ﬂﬁw%w WS@

A €, TR, tgmm TrsHefa® aged, 3R s & Il
e Delhi is just saturated.
o Not just Delhi. $ad feeit =&l |

o We have visuals from Ahmedabad where people are dancing on Navaratri at the airport
and the airlines staff are joining them. Eﬂ:ﬂ)\’ Uiy 3fgHqldIg ﬁ%‘-‘l’q%" Sigl Fﬁ'ﬂ?ﬁ'l'{ 3@13!?
TR W A9 R & 3R TSy W€Ih 3¢ A 8% 2

e How does one handle that? S¥ba THTET STT?

o %S: | don’t thinka nyone is going to handle that. dew: a@qﬁw@%a@m{raﬁmw

I
e They have a licence — not a formal legal licence, but a political licence. WWW
S %_ i ﬂ e s iR |

o What you are effectively saying is what the Constitutiongrants us as freedom has now
been turned into a licence. smmnﬁwm ?% % & dfaemr E’ﬁﬁ?ﬂ?ﬂ & =Y ﬁ'ua'm
AT ¢ 96 39 AgaY & gad fod T g

« TS: | would say that. E1TH: & 9§ HE|

o Peoplenow have stickers of an angry Hanuman on their cars. @M & U 3d 3P BRI
W TS PIfd g9 & Widd 6|

¢ |s that kind of public display of religion about religiosity or is it about sending a message
;%o%hers? o %7 98 YR $1 AdS~h YeRuTHiear & IR 1 ¢ a1 3=l &I 6T el &

?

e SH: | don’t think this is religiosity. THTE: q3! T&l &¥raT g utfifepdr |

¢ Religiosity, spiritualism, and one’s personal questtowards the almighty is a different
thingaltogether. STifear, smearfdrdar, 3R Td=IfTHN &1 3R AfFaTd @IS U6 T ave
T A B

e This is religious consolidation. Jg uifife THe B

e ltis a display of ‘l am on this team’ and ‘l am not on that team’. dg ‘ﬁﬁ?ﬂ'ﬁﬂ E 3R A
SU AR A § F1 U= B

o sit more apparent in society? T gg JHIST T siftre oy %’7

o Yes. ETI

o If you readE.M. Foster’s Passage to India, he speaks of the British administration’s
problem when there were competing processions of Moharram and Ganesh Chaturthi.

3R 3T §.4H. Bivex $1 31 ¢ $fearued € a5 fafes uxmaer ot goar & R o diea @
o Hgdw 3R oty agedf & ufawaslf e 2
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Our society has been consolidatingaroundreligious identity. THRI WWW &
ATHUTH T B T 2

Is the celebration of Prophet Muhammad’s birthdaythrough a processionpart of the
reaction of minorities to demonstrative celebrations of Ganesh Chaturthi and so on?

iR e & T &1 STaqHP HTLAH AAeua@IS| &1 ufafrar o1 fewar g o=
gl S F FeR e Seral F [T

TS: It is competitive. ETT: Tg ufaudf g |

It is also a question of hurt sentiments. Jg 3fTgd Yra=T3f &1 Uy lﬁ%l

You can shout ‘Jai Shri Ram’ duringany procession, but you can’t hold up a
postersaying, ‘I love Muhammad’; that could lead to violence. aﬂumw%?a?m oI
oft I fRrewn T €, Afds oy ﬁwﬁmﬂmg Fedl U UIe-Te! 361 Udhd; a8
T ot sk AT wHc B

So, there is a feeling of discrimination. SHfCTT, HGHTT B! HIGAT B

That leads to, on the Muslim part, | suppose, stepping up the religious ostentation. dg
gfeaH i R & Siran 8, & 9ian §, enfifer fR@md 1 9em & fory

This conflict was evident from the 1920s — playing music in front of mosques at prayer
time, taking a processionoutside them with loud bhajans, etc. often led to riots. g

TUY1920s T WY YT — THS S GHIARRIE! & M I FoITHT, ISP AEISIRER !
& Y g FabTerT, 3fe 3R Sl ot 3R & e
;%opleenjoy immunityno matterwhat they do? Fil‘ICII?R&I'IB'CFI-ﬁ'lTERﬁ% iﬂ% 3@“&5 f

TS: Yes. 'cﬁw: GTI
And there is no immunity to minorities. 3R awwﬁa%aﬁé ufeRem el ]l
People are being prevented from going to church or even from holdin %grayer meetings

in their own homes in places such as Chhattisgarh. e D! BTG R A = &
3 I o1 61 & A1 98T a@ 1 3 WY F U1 GHTESARE B3 9
Religion is increasingly becoming a means of everyday intimidation. HﬁQﬁE@\_ﬂlﬁ
DI YAP BT ATYATT BT 5|
What does this say about our polity? H’s’m?ﬁ:ﬂﬁ FIRAH W%’?
SH: Our (political leaders) have followed the same principle of divide and rule that our
previous rulersfollowed. TITH: BHR ISP AdITAHTSH 3R UM & I Rrgid &1
UTA R T8 & o BAR qd =t A fpar o
As long as you can convince the majority that they are actually a hurt minority, or you
can convince the minority that but for the protection of one set of people, they would be at
the mercy of the majority, you consolidate your camps. SId dd 31U Wﬁﬁ%ﬂﬂ
T Tavd § [ 3 Iad O U 35 d SIURISI® ¢, I1 31U STUHCI® B! [AYRT el Iad §
i;ﬁgﬁ%wﬁzﬁ?&néﬁm, d 9IS B gl R 5111, 317 3o fRfaxl & wdfea
I
And the great mass who are actually apoliticaltend to get pushed into respective
;%r_crﬁeés 3R 9 TR S AR A sraifefeed § Waftra wiAl § udbelt S $t ugfa
I
So, is it time for rational religiosity? eI, T ThTId UTfepar o1 THY 372
TS: That has been eroded substantially. 'cFIW: 98 BIH! Tq ddh effur gt TI'sC%I
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How is SEC ensuring fair elections?

How will Maharashtra’s State Election Commission tackle duplicate and missing entries? Who can raise objections and how will they be resolved? Will the

Oppositions concerns on the electoral rolls be addressed? What steps ensure voters don't cast multiple ballots?

EXPLAINER

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit

The story so far:

ollowing the Supreme Court’s
directions, Maharashtra will
hold local body elections in

three phases, beginning on
December 2. The first phase covers 246
municipal councils and 42 nagar
panchayats, while the second will include
32 of 34 zilla parishads and 336 of 351
panchayat samitis. The municipal
corporation elections will be held in the
last phase. The court has directed that all
elections be completed by January 31,
2026. The exercise comes amid
Opposition criticism of errors and
duplication in the voters’ lists.

Can the State Election Commission
delete duplicate names?

No. The State Election Commission (SEC)
does not have the right to add or delete
names from the voters’ lists. As per
constitutional provisions,
‘superintendence, direction and control
of the conduct of elections to urban and
rural local bodies vest in the SEC.
However, under the provisions of the five
different Local Body Acts of the State, the
SEC does not prepare a separate voters’
list for these elections. Instead, it uses the
voters lists prepared by the Election
Commission under the Representation of
the People Act, 1950, by bifurcating them
to represent the relevant wards of the
local bodies concerned.

For the upcoming local body elections,
the Maharashtra SEC will use the electoral
list as of July 1, 2025, which means the list
containing inclusions and changes made
by the Chief Electoral Officer up to that

date. However, the cut-off date for
first-time voters was not revised after
January 1, 2025. As a result, young voters
who turned 18 after January 2025 have
expressed disappointment at being
unable to vote in the forthcoming
elections.

What does the SEC do?
The SEC is responsible for the
delimitation of all the Assembly
constituencies in wards. This involves
dividing the names of voters listed under
each Assembly constituency into the
respective wards.

Under the revised voters’ list

How is SEC ensuring fair elections?

SEC et gATa 9 g H 31’2

Plan in motion: A tool will be used to identify duplicate names on the voters’ list using four filters. pTi

programme, beginning November 20, the
SEC will invite objections and suggestions
on the draft voters’ lists for the municipal
corporation elections. The exercise will
continue until December 12 and include
the publication of the draft voters’ list on
November 20, followed by the submission
of objections and suggestions until
November 27. The final ward-wise voters’
lists, after incorporating valid objections
and suggestions, will be published on
December 5.

The list of polling centres will be
published on December 8, and the final
polling centre-wise voters’ list will be
released on December 12.

Will the exercise address the issues
raised by the Opposition?

The Opposition has said that the revised
programme does not address all the
issues they had raised. For example, they
raised issues about the electoral lists’
opaqueness, double voters, bulk voters
on the same address, voters with zero
address, and illegal names from outside
the State registered in the list.

The SEC officials said that during the
revision exercise, four kinds of objections
can be raised: when a voter’s name
appears in the Assembly election list but
is missing from the local body list; when a
voter’s name is assigned to the wrong
ward; when there are duplicate entries;
and when multiple voters are registered at
the same address.

While the SEC cannot add or delete
names, it will mark double and doubtful
entries, officials said. A tool will be used
to identify duplicate names on the
Assembly voters’ list using four filters:
first name, middle name, last name, and
gender. When the Chief Electoral Officers
receive the list of duplicate names, they
will mark these entries with stars and
undertake a field verification.

Here, the voters will have to give an
undertaking about the booth at which
they will vote. These undertakings will be
kept with the marked copies of the
electoral rolls at each polling centre to
ensure that no voter votes in more than
one place.

The Opposition, however, has
questioned the feasibility of the exercise
in such a short span. “Also, what if the list
itself is defective? Clearly, nothing can be
done about it, since it comes under the
purview of the Central Election
Commission. This does not address the
many concerns we have raised,” an
Opposition leader said.

THE GIST

v

Maharashtra’s local body
elections will be held in three
phases from December 2, with
all elections to be completed
by January 31, 2026.

v

The SEC cannot add or delete
names, but it will delimit
constituencies, publish draft
voters’ lists, and mark double
and doubtful entries for
verification.

v

While the SEC’s revision
addresses some issues, the
Opposition questions its
feasibility, particularly if the
base list itself is defective.

o Following the Supreme Court’s directions, Maharashtra will hold local body elections

in three phases, beginning on December 2.
RN § R g gATa HR1e, i 2 faxiar 3 3= g

o The first phase covers 246 municipal councils and 42 nagar panchayats, while the

HERTY A

Tarw graTed & RN P71 ura- #d g,

second will include 32 of 34 zilla parishads and 336 of 351 panchayat samitis. Ug ¢l

TRU1246 TR TRYE! 3R 42 TR UGGl &1 Hax BT, 6 gaRn34 forar ufvwel & 9 32
3R 351 YaTgd |f¥foal & I 336 1 =TI BT
o The municipal corporation elections will be held in the last phase. Wﬁ"TﬂiFlﬁGiﬁ'ﬂ

TR A B

e The court has directed that all elections be completed by January 31, 2026. AT
ford=r fean § o |t grma31 S1ast 2026 9% IR 81 SC

e The exercisecomesamidOpposition criticism of errors and duplication in the voters’

lists. g

1 Iod fatee ma gfRrde e 31 geT adar 82
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No. -T&T |
The State Election Commission (SEC) does not have the right to add or delete names

from the voters’ lists. Y7o fAafa= AT (SEC) & U WdgTdl Jferdl I ATH S8 a1 ge
1 YPGB |

As per constitutional provisions, ‘superintendence, direction and control of the conduct
of elections to urban and rural local bodies vest in the SEC. HaUTF® UTaem=i & SR,
TR, fa=m SR PR sk It g et & gamal &t emavor &1 SEC |
fRatr

However, under the provisions of the five different Local Body Acts of the State, the SEC
does not prepare a separate voters’ list for these elections. BTL_'ﬂﬁ'T IT & e fAfe
wyta e siftfeaal & uraem & d9gd, SECSH gAE! & oIt ST Hagral gaiaar-g!
CRGIN

Instead, it uses the voters list prepared by the Election Commission under the
Representation of the People Act, 1950, by bifurcating them to represent the relevant

wards of the local bodies concerned. s'a%m ag?hﬁasuﬁrﬁfﬁaerﬁrﬁm 1950 &
ded e ST gRT duRuderar YR &1 ST ST §, 3 Wa i R el &
TRife arst &1 ufaf=iftra < & for fawnfera avas |

For the upcoming local body elections, the Maharashtra SEC will use the electoral list as
of July 1, 2025, which means the list containing inclusions and changes made by the

Chief Electoral Officer Up to that date. 3RITHI R o™y iﬁ]ﬁ% ferg, SEC1
TATS 2025 & SR T Gt &1 ITART T, a1 ok § g fafe ERISY
fafy g Y 18 TR SR uRadAY arelt gt

However, the cut-off date for first-time voters was not revised after January 1, 2025.
BIdifh, UGt IR HagTarsil & o1y He-iTw fafd1 Sast 2025 & a1 A=NfA6 & 15|

As a result, young voters who turned 18 after January 2025 have expressed
disappointment at being unable to vote in the forthcoming elections. WW‘I
TaRY 2025 & §1G 18 99 & 51 b JaT HAGIATATIRG FATAl § HAGH B | &l 17 R
fRTITI®e FR TF B

What does the SEC do?

SEC T HRdl 87

The SEC is responsible for the delimitation of all the Assembly constituencies in wards.
secarst # |vifaeuraur fafam &=t & gkt & i TR B

This involves dividing the names of voters listed under each Assembly constituency into
the respective wards. g @ faurauT fafas &3 & dsd '\‘Eﬁﬁ&'ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬁlﬁﬁ & ATHT B
weiftra arsf & v 77 fa 3

Under the revised voters’ list programme, beginning November 20, the SEC will invite
objections and suggestions on the draft voters’ lists for the municipal corporation

elections. HARNTRIT AdaGTAl Gl HTAHH & d8d, 20 AaR I Y= g1ax, SECTR A gAmal
¥ forg wfreT Hagrar gl R smufmt iR gemaemHa s |

The exercise will continueuntil December 12 and include the publication of the draft
voters’ list on November 20, followed by the submission of objections and suggestions

until November 27. UfepgT12 ﬁv’avwwﬁ@ﬁﬁnoqﬁwaﬁmﬁamwﬁ%
UPHTRA ! AT HXM, ITP FTg3Amufa 3R Jairal &) STHI27 TdeR a6 |

The final ward-wise voters’ lists, after incorporatingvalid objections and suggestions,

will be published on December 5. AT STUf~E} 3R JATal &1 ST FHRA & aTe, Sifaw
IS-aR FagraTl Jrerais fGHaR ol yHIRra siif |
The list of polling centres will be published on December 8 and the final polling centre-

wise voters’ list will be released on December 12. Hdql+d ﬁﬁiﬂB S CRCAR CAIRI)
B, 3R Sifew Aae™ F5-aR T g2 fiHeR & IRt &1 s
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Will the exercise address the issues raised by the Opposition?

&1 Yg UfehdT faual GRT ISTT 7T JE BT HATYTT D2

The Opposition has said that the revised programme does not addressall the issues they
had raised. fdues 3 w1 § & WxNfaa srdww 351 I8 Tt YET &1 Jumem=1gl FH=an
For example, they raised issues about the electoral lists’ opaqueness, double voters,
bulk voters on the same address, voters with zero address, and illegal names from
outside the Stateregistered in the list. 3algRUl & ﬁ’ﬂ! G_'fﬂﬁ iIFI'Iﬁ’f Hﬁﬂﬁ P Sy dl, aﬁﬁ
HAGTdT, T g1 Id IR A% HaerdT, 3 Udl ard Jdgrdl, 3R I1ed & aT1gR 9 3dy ATHl &
GSlIRol & IR H He3el |

The SEC officials said that during the revision exercise, four kinds of objections can be
raised: when a voter’s nameappears in the Assembly election list but is missing from the
local body list; when a voter’s name is assigned to the wrong ward; when there are
duplicate entries; and when multiple voters are registered at the same address. SEC
Siferepfeal 3 PeT i e Utk QRE, IR UPR &1 STURAISSIS of Jbdl 3 oid Th
HdGTdT BT ATAFUTRIYT TG At § 8T ¢ Ao Rt g Tt S e 8, o Us
mmmaﬁ%ﬁwﬁmwa ve gf@rde ufafdai gf; iR 99 U@ 8§ ud R
TSRS AdGIardSiipd ol |

While the SEC cannot add or delete names, it will mark double and doubtful entries,
officialssaid. TEFHFSECTH IS I7 geT-E! Uk, g aiex SR Tiery yfafdal &1 fufga
BT, AfUBIEL = BT

A tool will be used to identify duplicate names on the Assembly voters’ list using four
filters: first name, middle name, last name, and gender. wmmm
ﬁwwmwﬁwgﬁ%ﬂaﬁwmﬁ%ﬁmaﬂmmﬂm
g ATy, HeA A, Sifaw Ar, 3R

When the Chief Electoral Officers receive the list of duplicate names, they will mark
these entries with stars and undertake a field verification. S/§ &I

frafaa
mwﬁmm aﬁmﬁaﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ?m

Here, the voters will have to give an undertaking about the booth at which they will vote.
g, AAGTAISil &) 39 §Y¥ & IR § JY-U=GT 5N gl d HAGH Bl

These undertakings will be kept with the marked copies of the electoral rolls at each
polling centre to ensure that no votervotes in more than one place. T 3MYY-

e bg W Fifga ufaal & I~ aaerar Rl & 3@ S g gifda A & e & S8
AAGTAYSD & P IF W HAGH 7 B

The Opposition, however, has questioned the feasibility of the exercise in such a short
span. faugy, graife, TABIE THT § UfshdT o) THTSIAT R USSSAT R |

“Also, what if the listitself is defective? Clearly, nothing can be done about it, since it
comes under the purview of the Central Election Commission. This does not address the

many concerns we have raised,” an Opposition leadersaid. W SIelTdT, RIT TR

GG 21 WY FU R, 395 IR H BS TE 641 o Gohell, FHTP 78 S Frataa
ﬂ%zﬂq’\fﬁm% I8 BHR §RT 301U UGS FRIarsil & JHIUTs] $dl,” T faueft
PaTl

\ Governance 14/11/2025
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Al-Falah University
website taken down
after NAAC notice

NEW DELHI

The website of the Al-Falah
University in Faridabad
was taken down on Thurs-
day after a show-cause not-
ice was issued to the insti-
tution by the National
Assessment and Accredita-
tion Council for displaying
a false accreditation claim.

Days after it was re-
vealed that the occupant of
the car that exploded near
the Red Fort on Monday
was a junior doctor at the
university, the NAAC is-
sued a show-cause notice
asking why the institution
continued to advertise it-
self as having Grade A cer-
tification from the NAAC,
even though this certifica-
tion had expired.

The NAAC, in its notice
to the Registrar of the un-
iversity, said two of the un-
iversity’s colleges — Al-Fa-
lah School of Engineering
and Technology and the
Al-Falah School of Educa-
tion and Training — had
been certified as Grade A
in 2013 and 201,
respectively.

It noted that these certi-
fications were valid till
2018 and 2016, respective-
ly, following which neither
of the colleges had volun-
teered for the Cycle-2 as-
sessment and accredita-
tion process of the NAAC.
Despite this, the university
website continued to show

ALHLI UNVERSTY

A scene outside Al-Falah
University in Haryana
on Wednesday.

the colleges as having been
graded by the accrediting
authority. The NAAC said
“this was absolutely wrong
and misleading the public,
especially the parents, stu-
dents, and stakeholders””

The university has been
asked to respond to the
show-cause notice within
seven days of receiving it.

In the notice, the NAAC
asked the university to ex-
plain why it should not be
disqualified for future as-
sessment and accredita-
tion, and why it should not
be stripped of its recogni-
tion by bodies like the
UGC, National Medical
Council, National Council
for Teacher Education,
and the All India Council
for Technical Education.

The Association of In-
dian Universities (AIU) also
suspended the Al-Falah
University’s membership,
saying it “does not appear
to be in good standing”.

T8l foar|

o Despite this, the university website continued to show the colleges as having been
graded by the accrediting authority. The NAAC said “this was absolutely wrong and

misleading the public, especially the parents, students, and stakeholders”.

U SIav[e, fAyfdaTerd & dauRe 39 Hicol DI ARIHRUT WIS gRT Fos et

Al-Falah University website taken down
after NAAC notice

NAAC FifeT & 91 3ra-warg fayfaeme
1 49HISC B8 1§

The website of the Al-Falah University in
Faridabad was taken down on Thursday after a
show-cause notice was issued to the institution by
the National Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC) for displaying a false accreditation
claim.

TRIGEE (YT 3d-warg fayfaereay &1 dauge &1
TR I geT a1 71 9 I Hedih iR

U™ Uue (NAAC) 3 TTdd HI=IdT gl fg@m R
TR B HIROT Farsit Fifew oRt foean

. Days after it was revealed that the occupant
of the car that exploded near the Red Fort on
Monday was a junior doctor at the university, the
NAAC issued a show-cause notice asking why the
institution continued to advertise itself as having
Grade A certification from the NAAC, even though
this certification had expired.

THIR &I AT fovd & I faThic g5 HR &1 JaR
faufamTera o1 T SRR STae §1H &l Il g &
$ I3 918, NAAC 3 SRU Fafrsil Afew ST fasa
3R U fob TRIF af NAAC &t I8 A THTO UTed
B &1 AT BT g1, ST T8 THIUM T g1 bl
il

. The NAAC, in its notice to the Registrar of
the university, said two of the university’s colleges —
Al-Falah School of Engineering and Technology
and the Al-Falah School of Education and
Training — had been certified as Grade A in 2013
and 2011, respectively.

NAAC  fasfaered & IR o1 At ifew A et
fob fawfaemers & 1 Pldd — 3d-ars IHd 16
Sofifrafar Ts dartarel SR A-wdrg Wpd b
TSR TS f T — o HHer: 2013 3R 2011 B IS
A DT JH10 fier T
. It noted that these certifications were valid till
2018 and 2016, respectively, following which neither
of the colleges had volunteered for the Cycle-2

assessment and accreditation process of the
NAAC.

=99 I fobar T fob A UHTUM SHHRT: 2018 3R
2016 T Ay ¥, oGP a1¢ Bt +ft Blasl 7 NAAC &I
Arsfrd-2 Yedic=T 3R YA Ufghar & forg smaea
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T NAAC = %81 s “Ig foegpra TTad AT 3IR ST 1 TERTE &R 5T o, fasivas ardl-
fOran, Et o fRaeRe! &1 17

e The university has been asked to respond to the show-cause notice within seven
days of receiving it.
fayfaenea & g1 a1 § & Afew v 811 & ara i & iR Sae g

¢ In the notice, the NAAC asked the university to explain why it should not be
disqualified for future assessment and accreditation, and why it should not be
stripped of its recognition by bodies like the UGC, National Medical Council,
National Council for Teacher Education, and the All India Council for Technical
Education.
Tfew & NAAC 7 fayfaaea @ a8 Wy & &I Fel for 3§ Hiawr & Yeuid iR
T ¥ T SRR 51 9 foban ST @fey, 3R T UGC, ARTHd Rfsed
TIHIA SR YRS GRT IUD! AR IE, ol BT o1 AL

e The Association of Indian Universities (AlU) also suspended the Al-Falah University’s
membership, saying it “does not appear to be in good standing”.

Wg%uqqﬁaﬁmﬁ(muﬁﬁmmﬁﬁfawaﬁmﬁaﬁaw
41, U8 Pgd gu fo gz <3fra fRufar & it =181 gan

National Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC)

* The National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) is an autonomous body
established by the University Grants Commission (UGC) to evaluate and accredit
Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) in India.

* It plays a crucial role in ensuring the quality, performance, and academic credibility
of universities and colleges.

* Accreditation by NAAC helps institutions improve internal processes, teaching-learning
outcomes, infrastructure, research systems, and overall governance.

Establishment and Background

* Established: 1994

* Headquarters: Bengaluru, Karnataka

* Parent Body: University Grants Commission (UGC)

* Legal Basis: UGC Act, 1956 — Under Section 12(cc).

* Purpose: To develop a Quality Assurance System for higher education in India.

Objectives of NAAC

* To promote quality consciousness among higher education institutions.

* To develop a systematic, continuous evaluation process.

* To encourage self-evaluation, accountability, autonomy, and innovations in higher
education.

* To enhance research, teaching, infrastructure, governance, and student services.
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* To publish accreditation results to ensure transparency and informed decision-making
for students and stakeholders.

Centre releases draft Seeds Bill; farm
outfits cautious, industry welcomes it

NEW DELHI

After two failed attempts
by both the UPA and NDA
governments in 2004 and
2019 to pass a similar law,
the Union government has
brought yet another draft
Seeds Bill here on
Thursday.

The Union Agriculture
Ministry said the new draft
is aligned with current
agricultural and regulatory
requirements. The pro-
posed legislation is intend-
ed to replace the existing
Seeds Act, 1966 and the

Seeds (Control) Order,
1983.
While the seed industry

welcomed the move, farm-
er organisations reminded
the Centre that it had to
withdraw the Bill on two
occasions following their
resistance.

The draft Bill seeks to ensure

farmers’ access to high-quality
seeds, the Centre said.

The Centre said in a re-
lease that the draft Seeds
Bill, 2025 seeks to regulate
the quality of seeds and
planting materials availa-
ble in the market, ensure
farmers’ access to high-
quality seeds at affordable
rates, protect farmers from
losses, and liberalise seed
imports to promote access

to global varieties. “On the
enforcement side, the draft
Bill proposes to decrimi-
nalise minor offences, the-
reby promoting ‘Ease of
Doing Business’ and reduc-
ing compliance burden,
while maintaining strong
provisions to penalise se-
rious violations effective-
ly,” the government said.

All stakeholders and
members of the public can
submit their comments
and suggestions on the
draft Bill and its provisions
by December 11.

As per the draft, every
dealer in seeds shall obtain
a registration certificate
from the State government
before selling, keeping for
sale, offering to sell, im-
port or export or other-
wise supply any seed by
himself or by another per-
son on his behalf. The draft
law also provides for regu-

lation of sale of seeds so
that seed varieties conform
to the minimum limit of
germination, genetic puri-
ty, physical purity, traits,
seed health and other seed
standards specified in the
‘Indian Minimum Seed
Certification Standards’.

Speaking to The Hindu,
senior functionary of Bhar-
tiya Kisan Union (Ekta
Ugrahan) Pavel Kussa said:
“...0n the face of it, this Bill
favours seed companies
and facilitates ease of do-
ing seeds business. We will
study the draft Bill and
make our position known
to the government and the
public.”

Federation of Seed In-
dustry of India chairman
Ajai Rana said the release
of the draft is a timely step
toward modernising In-
dia’s seed regulatory fra-
mework.

Centre releases draft Seeds Bill; farm outfits cautious, industry welcomes it

¥% 1 gTue 5w foa o faran; $f wwre wad, I+ w@re fean

o After two failed attempts by both the UPA and NDA
governments in 2004 and 2019 to pass a similar law, the
Union government has brought yet another draft Seeds Bill
here on Thursday.

2004 3R 2019 T TH YHM HI I UIRT B3 & 7T JUIg
IR TTET BRI & amm@%aw F% WBR A
THdR P! Tg1 T 3R gIue ey foet aman g

e The Union Agriculture Ministry said the new draft is aligned
with current agricultural and regulatory requirements. The

proposed legislation is intended to replace the existing Seeds Act 1966 and the
Seeds (Control) Order, 1983.

Feia B T I Fel b T g ada i 3R Frarae srazawarsh
&Wﬁ mﬁa% ﬁWmmﬁlﬁm%ﬂww 1966 3R WY (Pela) 3Te3,
1983 &I FETT

e While the seed industry welcomed the move, farmer organisations reminded the
Centre that it had to withdraw the Bill on two occasions following their resistance.

et dieT ST A 39 FeH &1 WRTd fabar, ag] fear WreAl 3 &g &1 e fiamn f&
3 faRIY & 91 39 &l SR I8 f9d a9 o1 et |
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e The Centre said in a release that the draft Seeds Bill, 2025 seeks to regulate the
quality of seeds and planting materials available in the market, ensure farmers’
access to high-quality seeds at affordable rates, protect farmers from losses,
and liberalise seed imports to promote access to global varieties.

&% 3 T Ralie § &gl fob SToe Wigy fad, 2025 o1 3830 SOR H Iuds dton 3R
Qe ARt 31 TqureET &1 fafafia s, et o gt R W 9= ureTT ard
diei o ugT g o=, el @ Jeae @ T9rHT, ok 3fye el 9 uga
& & forT St SMaTd &1 SR ST ¢ |

e “On the enforcement side, the draft Bill proposes to decriminalise minor offences,
thereby promoting ‘Ease of Doing Business’ and reducing compliance burden,
while maintaining strong provisions to penalise serious violations effectively,” the
government said.

“fhaTaTH U B, ST fod BT SURTHY B SIRTLE H-- &I U1 X9l &, Foresy
Il DI FUTH 1 Sf$a A & foIT Torgd Uae™ §-1E 38 S1,” WRDHR A
Dhell

e All stakeholders and members of the public can submit their comments and
suggestions on the draft Bill and its provisions by December 11.

Tt RAYRS 3R 37 I 11 feaR d& Iue fad SR I UIae=i R o=t
fewfirat R g s IR Thd ] |

e As per the draft, every dealer in seeds shall obtain a registration certificate from
the State government before selling, keeping for sale, offering to sell, import or export
or otherwise supply any seed by himself or by anqther person on his behalf.

ST & SR, B ol fashdl 3! Iod IRBR Y GoltepR0T FHIOTYS UTed H3AT1 81T,
O Ugd o 95 W a1 forelt o=y sAfard g1 fovedt ot st bt o, ot o forg <,
f¥op! & UG B, ST T AT B 1 YT Y[ HRA BT B PR

e The draft law also provides for regulation of sale of seeds so that seed varieties
conform to the minimum limit of germination, genetic purity, physical purity,
traits, seed health and other seed standards specified in the ‘Indian Minimum Seed
Certification Standards’.

QIR HTL dtelt @t faept & fafraa= o1+t wraue &dr ¢ aifds s i sigpror 3t
o e afttrdzm wWesw o 3 SISl ! BT UTe B

e Speaking to The Hindu, senior functionary of Bhartiya Kisan Union (Ekta Ugrahan)
Pavel Kussa said: “...On the face of it, this Bill favours seed companies and
facilitates ease of doing seeds business. We will study the draft Bill and make our
position known to the government and the public.”

¢ f3g ¥ 91d #Rd §U RGN fHam gfa=1 (@adar S8l & aRky UaideRt uldd
G = FHgl: “... U5l oR |, T8 9 die Sufral & g ¥ § 3R 9 AR & |
ST U FHR1 ¢ | BH S0 fAd BT 1&g Sl iR 1ot fRRURY TRBR SR a1 &
A G|

Federation of Seed Industry of India chairman Ajai Rana said the release of the
draftis a timvely step toward modernising India’s seed regulatory framework.

TSI TP Uis ST} 3T SFSTT & 37eael 3T UM = BT fb SIUE BT SIRT g1
YRd & S s eie & snyfatewo @ fomn & v wwaife seu 71
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Donald Trump shakes up the global nuclear order
o ]

curious contradiction - since the
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in
August 1945, nuclear weapons have not
been used during the last 80 years. The global
nuclear arsenals have come down from a high of
65,000 bombs in late 1970s to less than 12,500
today. And, despite concerns in the 1960s that by
1980, there may be at least two dozen states with
nuclear weapons, the total today remains nine —
five (the United States, Russia, the United
Kingdom, France and China) are permanent
‘members of the United Nations Security Council
who had tested before the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) came into being
while four more developed their nuclear arsenals
later (Israel, Pakistan, India and North Korea).

Looking back, these would seem to be
impressive achievements but nobody is
celebrating. In fact, the prevailing sentiment is
that the global nuclear order is under strain and
the recent announcements by U.S. President
Donald Trump may weaken all three elements of
the global nuclear order.

Resumption of ‘nuclear tests®

On October 30, 2025, on his way to a meeting
with China’s President Xi Jinping in Busan, Mr.
Trump announced on Truth Social, “Because of
other countries testing programs, I have
instructed the Department of War to start testing
our Nuclear Weapons on an equal basis. That
process will begin immediately.” He added,
“Russia is second, China is a distant third, but will
be even within 5 years.”

‘While it was clear that the message was
directed at Russia and China, it was unclear
whether Mr. Trump was referring to ‘nuclear
explosive testing” or the testing of nuclear
‘weapon systems. Second, the nuclear labs (Los
Alamos, Lawrence Livermore, and Sandia) and
the Nevada testing facilities fall under the
Department of Energy and not the Department of
‘War.

It is no secret that China, Russia, and the U.S.
are designing and developing new nuclear
‘weapons. In late October, Russia tested a
nuclear-powered cruise missile (Burevestnik) that
travelled 14,000 kilometres, following a week
later, with a test of an underwater
nuclear-powered torpedo (Poseidon). China has
been testing hypersonic missiles and, in 2021,
tested a nuclear capable hypersonic glide vehicle
carried on a rocket, capable of orbiting the earth
before approaching its target from an unexpected
direction that was passed off as a satellite
launcher.

The U.S. is producing new warheads —a
variable yield B61-13 gravity bomb, a low yield
‘W76-2 warhead for the Trident II D-5 missile,
while working on a new nuclear armed

P93 ol
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The United
States has
shaped the
global nuclear
order and it
would be ironic
if its President’s
actions now
become the
catalyst

for its demise

submarine launched cruise missile.

Yet, they have refrained from explosive testing.
Russia’s last explosive test was in 1990 while the
U.S. declared a moratorium on tests in 1992. In
1993, the U.S. created a Stockpile Stewardship
and Management Programme under the National
Nuclear Security Administration to work on
warhead modernisation, life extension and
development of new safety protocols in warhead
design. U.S. President Bill Clinton also took the
lead in pushing negotiations in Geneva for a
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). China
and France concluded their tests in 1996, six
months before the negotiations ended.

‘Why the CTBT lacks a definition

‘Twenty-nine years later, the CTBT has not
entered into force despite 187 countries signing it.
Among the necessary ratifications, the U.S.,
China, Israel, Egypt, and Iran have not done so,
Russia did and withdrew its ratification in 2023,
and India, Pakistan and North Korea have neither
signed nor ratified it. India and Pakistan tested in
1998 and have since observed a volunt
moratorium, and North Korea conducted six tests
between 2006 and 2017. Given today’s
geopolitics, the prospects for the CTBT entering
into force appear bleak.

Second, the CTBT obliges states “not to carry
out any nuclear weapon test explosion or any
other nuclear explosion”. The U.S. was opposed
to defining the terms, and instead, worked out
private understandings with Russia and China on
“zero-yield-tests’; this permitted hydro-nuclear
tests that do not produce a self-sustaining
supercritical chain reaction.

‘The U.S. had conducted over a thousand
nuclear tests and Russia 727 tests, giving them an
adequate data base. China, with only 47 tests,
also went along with this understanding. Thus,
the CTBT delegitimised only nuclear-explosive
testing, not nuclear weapons, the reason why
India never joined it.

1In 201920, the U.S. State Department assessed
that Russia and China “may have conducted low
yield nuclear tests in a manner inconsistent with
the U.S. zero-yield standard” though this was
negated by the CTBT organisation that declared
that their monitoring network with over 300
monitoring stations spread over 89 countries had
not detected any inconsistent activity.

Ina TV interview on November 2, Mr. Trump
doubled down on resuming nuclear testing, this
time including Pakistan and North Korea among
the countries testing. A clarification came the
same day from U.S. Secretary of Energy Chris
‘Wright on Fox News, calling the U.S. tests
“systems-tests’. “These are not nuclear
explosions. These are what we call nencritical
explosions,” he said. However, Mr. Trump’s
intention remains unclear.

The new low-yield warheads being designed
make them more usable and the new systems
(hypersonics, cruise and unmanned systems) are
dual capable systems, leading to renewed
research for missile defences such as the U.S.
‘golden dome’. Meanwhile, doctrinal changes are
being considered to cope with new technological
developments in cyber and space domains. This
raises doubts about the nuclear taboo in the
coming decades.

The sole surviving U.S.-Russia arms control
agreement, the New Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty (New START) that limits the U.S. and
Russian strategic forces to 700 launchers and
1,550 warheads is due to expire on February 4,
2026 with no prospects of any talks on the
horizon. China is not a party to any arms control
and its nuclear arsenal that had remained below
300, is undergoing a rapid expansion, estimated
at 600 today, and likely to exceed 1,000 by 2030.
An incipient nuclear arms race was already
underway; a resumption of explosive testing will
just take the lid off.

Russia and China have denied Mr. Trump’s
allegations regarding clandestine tests, but will
follow if the U.S. resumes explosive testing. China
will be the biggest beneficiary because with only
47 tests (compared to over 1,000 by the U.S.),
resumed tests will help it to validate new designs
and accumulate data.

India has been observing a voluntary
moratorium. But if explosive testing resumes,
India will certainly resume testing to validate its
boosted fission and thermonuclear designs,
tested only once in 1998. Undoubtedly, Pakistan
will follow but given its growing strategic linkages
with China witnessed during Operation Sindoor,
this need hardly adds to India’s concerns.

Though the CTBT is not in force, it did create a
norm. But a resumption of explosive testing will
lead to its demise. It will also tempt the nuclear
wannabes to follow and mark the unravelling of
the NPT led non-proliferation regime.

The taboo against use must remain intact
The U.S. has been the most significant player in
shaping the global nuclear order. It would be
ironic if Mr. Trump’s actions now become the
catalyst for its demise. The reality is that the
present global nuclear order was shaped by the
geopolitics of the 20th century. The challenge
today is to craft a new nuclear order that reflects
the fractured geopolitics of the 2ist century while
ensuring that the taboo against their use remains
intact.

The United Nations Secretary General has
cautioned that “current nuclear risks are already
alarmingly high” and urged nations “to avoid all
actions that could lead to miscalculation or
escalation with catastrophic consequences.” But
is anyone listening?

Donald Trump shakes up the global nuclear order

SHTes ¢ AfYe TRHTY] uaw Y R 3d §

o Today, the global nuclear order offers a curious contradiction — since the bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945, nuclear weapons have not been used during

the last 80 years.31T<l, TRUTY] aRIT T A faRtemurs uegd $eelt @ — SiRa
1945 ¥ fRARMT 3R AP W FH F a1 |V, WHTY] SRARY T IUahT fUsd 80 auf
o 781 forar T 21

e The global nuclear arsenals have come down from a high of 65,000 bombs in late 1970s
to less than 12,500 today. afYj& TRHIV] YFARTR1970s F 3id T 65,000 TH &1 I=T I 3T
12,500 & & dF ¥ T 5|

e And, despite concerns in the 1960s that by 1980, there may be at least two dozen states
with nuclear weapons, the total today remains nine — five (the United States, Russia,
the United Kingdom, France and China) are permanent members of the United Nations
Security Council who had tested before the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) came
into being while four moredeveloped their nuclear arsenals later (Israel, Pakistan, India

and North Korea). 3R, 1960s ¥ fRiarsif & sracig f 1980 d, &1 I &1 &Y guid
IURATY] AR 1 81 Ahd ©, 3 A=l &1 I8 14T § — Uid (SYad Isd ARSI, T,
qaﬁ%sﬁwm,mshﬁﬂq)mqggm&nm$WW%ﬁ@ﬁm
YR Y (NPT) & 34K § 3 F gt URIeTur fsan o1 Siafes IR iR 3 a1 § 30 uRHTy]
IRANTRIABRIT [T (FoRTSd, Ufha™, URd 3R 3R Hifvan).

e Looking back, these would seem to be impressive achievements but nobody is

celebrating. T& T8HX ¢ < A WHTARITS SUATST Uciid g1711 Qo] PIeSedd o 1 <67
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In fact, the prevailing sentiment is that the global nuclear order is under strain and the
recent announcements by U.S. President Donald Trump may weaken all three elements

of the global nuclear order. IRdd H, Taferd HIGHT U8 8 & afYjes RHTY] suqwiTa-TE o §
3R ¥ f SIS ¢U & gTd & TIYUTurafes TRATY] a1 & 9t i1 aeal &1
PHR B |

Resumption of ‘nuclear tests’

“UHTY] TN B TIRRY

On October 30, 2025, on his way to a meeting with China’s President Xi Jinping in
Busan, Mr. Trump announced on Truth Social, “Because of other countries testing
programs, | have instructed the Department of War to start testing our Nuclear Weapons
on an equal basis. That process will begin immediately.” 30 3Idgd¥ 2025 DI, Wﬁiﬂ?
& Frufa < FFfiT & a1y U @ & IRA ¥, 4t U 3 59 W W 99on B, 3 o= b
UST&01 SRIHHT B BRI, H g fIURT 1 Fgwn iz § o 5 o= urmny] TRt &1 qw=
STYR TR TRE0T IRE D | 98 UFhATRd 3= &1 ST |”

He added, “Russia is second, China is a distant third, but will be even within 5 years.”
IEH SIIST, ‘TGN 2, g SRR &, A 5 Iut & iR F9H & S

While it was clear that the message was directed at Russia and China, it was unclear
whether Mr. Trump was referring to ‘nuclear explosive testing’ or the testing of nuclear

weapon systems. Safd I8 WY YT fb WaRR=H 3R 4 ot 3R AR o1, 78 ey U1 fo
£t ¢u R faepies e &1 Jeeia R 36 U 31 UvHTY] SR yonferdt & udierr ol
Second, the nuclear labs (Los Alamos, Lawrence Livermore, and Sandia) and the

Nevada testing facilities fall under the Department of Energy and not the Department of

War. ORI, UIHTY] YONTRITENS (@19 Ty, divd foraraR, ok |fEan) sik Aarer wiieror
gfaumael fAurT & 3refi ot § 7 & g faum &1

It is no secret that China, Russia, and the U.S. are designing and developingnew nuclear
weapons. a%ﬁ%émqﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂq g, 3R 0. ¢ TRATY] FRARY &) fEwrg= ok
ool ax I

In late October, Russiatested a nuclear-powered cruise missile (Burevestnik) that
travelled 14,000 kilometres, following a week later, with a test of an underwater nuclear-
powered torpedo (Poseidon). 3ldgaRy F3aH, TIATH m—ﬁﬂ'ﬁlﬂ EES) ﬁlﬂ'l?ﬁl
(SR~ ®) &1 uiteror e i 14,000 fHatdewan &, T IwE 918, TH Ut & g
URATY-HATTRrT SIRUtS! (UIRTSIH) & TRI&T0T & T |

China has been testinghypersonic missiles and, in 2021, tested a nuclear capable
hypersonic glide vehiclecarried on a rocket, capable of orbiting the earth before
approaching its target from an unexpected direction that was passed off as a satellite

launcher. THETEUREIS fAraTgal &1 TH&0r #R @18 3R, 2021 &, U URHTI-H&H

BISURHI-® 1TSS T8+ $T WIUT {1 ST U Jdbe UR difed T, &HaT aTeh Gt ot dad

iﬁ?aﬁa&uﬁ@wWW@uﬁaﬁ@ﬁﬁwﬁ%mﬁm%wﬁm
|

The U.S. is producingnew warheads — a variable yield B61-13 gravity bomb, a low yield
W76-2 warhead for the Trident Il D-5 missile, while working on a new nuclear armed

submarine launched cruise missile. Y ,T4.-1¢ an%mﬁ‘cr IREE — D
SUS B61-13 TF@THUUl §H, TT5Se |l D-5 FASd & 0T U6 9 3US W76-2 ARES, Sdid
T 18 IRHIV-ORR Ugedt-Uelfia oot firamge R &1 SR @15
ég;htgey have refrained from explosive testing. R oft, I5iH fawpie® wdievnr 4 sama

I
Russia’s last explosive test was in 1990 while the U.S.declared a moratorium on tests in
1992. =9 &7 3ifaw faemhied Tieor 990 T o1 Safd g.ud. 7 1992 & wigon ®
PRI b

In 1993, the U.S.created a Stockpile Stewardship and Management Programme under
the National Nuclear Security Administration to work on warhead modernisation, life

extension and development of new safety protocols in warhead design. 1993 ff, q.qy. Gl
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TP IRHATY] YR&T YR & 8 TP RIDUISd KIATS 1Y TS AATHE THITHEIEARES

%rr%?aﬂww Siiaq faaR 3k aReS fewiga o U YRam Weidia & e R oW A
I

U.S. President Bill Clinton also took the lead in pushing negotiations in Geneva for a

Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). 3P ?Tg'qﬁﬁ?l e fioard &

TS U180 yfaas |k (CTBT) & forg arafsii o yba | Aqe foran

China and Franceconcluded their tests in 1996, six months before the negotiations

ended. T 3R WiT 7 1996 # 30 &0 o AT fHar, araisii & JHE 51 3 B8
oM Uge |

Why the CTBT lacks a definition
WAt o afeuror ot weft =i @

Twenty-nine years later, the CTBT has not entered into force despite 187
count%riessigning it. ST a9 a1, W87 =M & TR & dvig PrAT-aa J T8l
ST 5|

Among the necessary ratifications, the U.S., China, Israel, Egypt, and Iran have not done
so, Russia did and withdrew its ratification in 2023, and India, Pakistan and North Korea
have neither signed nor ratified it. 3TaXA® FHIGAl & ¥, 4.0H., 94, gorTsd, e, sk
3 2 U 1Y fohan, = A fasan SiiR 2023 T SiU+} SrgHi-aTad o &, SR HIRd, UTfhar
3R IR P 7 7 A gwaTerR far ok 7 & srgmfea fama

India and Pakistantested in 1998 and have since observed a voluntary moratorium, and
North Koreaconducted six tests between 2006 and 2017. HRd 37R UTFhaT = 1998 H
Tteqor i1 SiR S9% a1e & TWafas® fARYY &1 ura fasan 8, 3iR 3wR SIfvar A 2006 3R

2017 & S B8 UIeUIfHpu |

Given today’s geopolitics, the prospects for the CTBTentering into forpe appear bleak.

TS B YT Bl 9d gY, WA & Sraf-ag=T & 3 & 4

g 8

Second, the CTBT obliges states “not to carry out any nuclear weapon test explosion
or any other nuclear explosion”. ¥R, AN I B arey HRar g “fpadt ot URHI[
AR wdigor faewie ar faedt o1 waT] fawewie & sivma 1 ¢+ @11

The U.S. was opposed to defining the terms, and instead, worked outprivate
understandings with Russia and China on ‘zero-yield-tests’; this permittedhydro-nuclear

tests that do not produce a self-sustaining supercritical chain reaction. qwma‘r

g w3 & faRier & o1, 3fR 3% S, = SR A9 & I YI-3UT-utEvn’
ﬁvrﬁw@ﬂﬁ?q%?;ﬁm@muﬁ&wﬁﬁ gHfa < S w-fewrs: qurffewa 3=
Rearmaanea |

The U.S. had conducted over a thousand nuclear tests and Russia727 tests, giving them
an adequate data base. g .U9. 9 U gOR ¥ 3iftre UHT] Tieufeu o R = A 727
&, 33 Ud Uaid ST 9 USH IR g

China, with only 47 tests, also went along with this understanding. iﬂT-[, Fad 47 ":Iﬁ&l'Uﬁ
F 1y, i 39 qHENa & 1Y a7

Thus, the CTBTdelegitimisedonly nuclear-explosive testing, not nuclear weapons, the
reason why Indianever joined it. TH UhR, LIECIEE Wuwrul-ﬁmﬁw TR B
Y FET, WRHIY] gRRY & el, S SRUT & fs wRd FHft 390 =mfdrar 7€t gaml

In 2019-20, the U.S. State Departmentassessed that Russia and China “may have
conductedlow yield nuclear tests in a mannerinconsistent with the U.S. zero-yield
standard” though this was negated by the CTBT organisation that declared that their
monitoring network with over 300 monitoring stationsspread over 89 countries had not

detected any inconsistent activity. 2019-20 T, .79, e feurdde 3 H@W foban fos =5
3R I “HH IUST URHTY THUIfHT & Tobdl & YU, XI-3UST D & 1Y ST did
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T gTaifes I8 WA WS gRT THRT 7T S Thyon o) & 370 PR Acadhsg =it
o 300 & 3iferp TR W= & w1y forddt ot sreTar fafafer o1 garral @ man o)

In a TV interview on November 2, Mr. Trumpdoubled down on resuming nuclear testing,
this timeincludingPakistan and North Korea among the countries testing. T
HIATPR H 2 FdaR &I, 4 TU 7 uRATY] U&7 fihR IJRE 3 W GRAT §R fea, 39
TRUIBE 3R IR HINAT B! U&0T H arad =0 T S Hd gul

A clarification came the same day from U.S. Secretary of Energy Chris Wright on Fox
News, calling the U.S. tests ‘systems-tests’. W‘@Wﬁ?ﬂ ﬁ-'-ITLEH ot gfra frg XMC
Y Wi gol IR 31, ped §Ug.TH. U&on &l Riven-utemor |

“These are not nuclear explosions. These are what we call noncritical explosions,” he
said. @ WA fAwpie 781 £ 3 2 & RO g0 In-frfeeet fapie #ga € S5 @1l
However, Mr. Trump’s intentionremains unclear. ETEﬂﬁ? %ﬁ?{q?ﬂ HRIT3RUY EF-?[E%%I
The new low-yield warheads being designedmake them more usable and the new

systems (hypersonics, cruise and unmanned systems) are dual capable systems,
leading to renewed research for missile defences such as the U.S. ‘golden dome’.

%ﬁmﬁmw@wmmmﬁwﬁsﬁmmzﬁwm%eﬁvﬁwﬁm
(ETSIRENIRT, T 3R AR TONfm™T) S0-96H yonfemar 2, T8 Srgeer @1 ok @
aﬁf%ﬁw&av&n%ﬁmé@qw oS S |

Meanwhile, doctrinal changes are being considered to cope with new technological
developments in cyber and space domains. Sﬂﬁﬂﬂ ﬁmqﬁﬂ?&lﬁﬂﬂ fbu GTQ%%
IR 3R 3fafler &= & 98 de-e! faerl 3 fAuea & forg

This raises doubts about the nuclear taboo in the coming decades. Ig snﬁmﬁmﬁﬁ
URHTY ofT & SR § Heg O T |

The sole surviving U.S.-Russia arms control agreement, the New Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty (New START) that limits the U.S. and Russian strategic forces to 700
launchers and 1,550 warheads is due to expire on February 4, 2026 with no prospects
of any talks on the horizon.T® HIA Gﬁﬁaqu = Eﬁl’qﬂ

errra‘ﬁquaz"r (g ®wT) ot .U 3R &=t e Ta 31 700 ue?rwaﬁu 550
IReSH a® Jd Har 8, 4Wﬁ2026ﬁmﬁﬁw%ﬁmﬁf&mwaﬁé
araten 3 ST AEY 21

China is not a party to any arms control and its nuclear arsenal that had remainedbelow
300, is undergoing a rapid expansion, estimated at 600 today, and likely to exceed 1,000
by 2030. H ol 1t fAUR fAU=0T %1 vareR 8T € SR TS IRHTV] IRARTR S 300
e Tar U1, dei | AR ¥ oR @18, 3T 600 &1 AT §, 3R 2030 dF 1,000 &

3 23 A HUTET 2|

An incipient nuclear arms race was already underway; a resumption of explosive
testing will just take the lid off. T SgHd TRHIV] RAR isusd I & a8 ff; foples
TRI&0T B TRRYG T eab gel o

Russia and China have denied Mr. Trump’s allegations regarding clandestine tests, but
will follow if the U.S.resumesexplosive testing. 3 R AT A tl'ﬂ&l'Uﬁ & TaY ﬁ ot 4
F IR & BRI &, Afh mqwﬁﬁwﬁ&mﬁwwaﬁwa‘rwaﬁm

China will be the biggest beneficiary because with only 47 tests (compared to over 1,000
by the U.S.), resumed tests will help it to validatenew designs and accumulate data.

e g1 AruTdf 1T Riife Bad 47 UKI&ON (G- § 4,TH. & 1,000 I $4few), fthx
Y= TS 50 T RSl &) FeTiia 533 IR ST W BA F Heg B

India has been observing a voluntary moratorium. YRGS FARIY &1 ure 3R w8
But if explosive testingresumes, India will certainly resumetesting to validate its boosted
fission and thermonuclear designs, testedonly once in 1998. dfp 3R

T&UIfhR Y= Bid1 8, HRE FRfYd 0 3 THeuite = o3 oA ges e ok
YHigfFeaR &l & aanfud s & for, S 1998 & had Tdh aRuN & iy T8 3|

Undoubtedly, Pakistan will follow but given its growing strategic linkages with
ChmaW|tnessed during Operation Sindoor, this need hardly adds to India’s concerns.

P A AT RigR F RF S T 3% dga Yoras
Tae 31 3@q gU, I8 R 9 Rideil ¥ 9gd ou shgdr 2|
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Though the CTBT is not in force, it did create a norm. Tgg Qﬂﬁ?ﬂmﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂiﬁ%
3 U AIFG ST Ul

But a resumption of explosive testing will lead to its demise. dif ﬁwﬁwxﬁ’r&m P
TRRY 39d Uad 1 3R o SIg |

It will also tempt the nuclear wannabes to follow and mark the unravelling of the NPT led
non-proliferation regime. g UYHIY[ STHIfEAl & UTas B & g off wenfi sm 3R
TN A9 aTel TR aRIT & e &) R s

The taboo against use must remain intact

IYURT & AT gofH1 SRPIR I8+ A1fge

The U.S. has been the most significant player in shaping the global nuclear order.

g U 3AYP WAV qaRAT ! PR 1 1 a4 Wedyul ([Faret @18 |

It would be ironic if Mr. Trump’s actionsnow become the catalyst for its demise. dg
fagamTyuf 517 SR o Su Ft FRaTSAT 319 THD Ta BT IBRD 51 S|

The reality is that the present global nuclear order was shaped by the geopolitics of the
20th century. IRAfA®dT I8 § & IdaT A TRuTY] yawm20dY RaTs & YT
ERT TG B 715 2|

The challenge today is to craft a new nuclear order that reflects the fractured geopolitics
of the 21st century while ensuring that the taboo against their useremains intact. 3{Is P

T 78 © & 214 wrared) Bt Ry y-reifa o ufafdfad £33 arclt te 7€ weamg
HTRITTS ST Sadb U8 G HRd §U b I SUANT & R aoi-1318{uon 33 |

The United Nations Secretary General has cautioned that “current nuclear risks are
already alarmingly high” and urgednations “to avoid all actions that could lead to

miscalculation or escalation with catastrophic consequences. H’EI,TEI Terafaa A
YaraHt <t € b “adHr W] SifeHued @ & Ridee Fuds= T ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁﬁm
foran 8 Tt PIYargal I S=ET S e TUMET A7 gfG BT 3R A o I faARred ™t ufvomat &
RIS

But is anyone listening? fdh- &1 I G 8T &2
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Economy

‘Manmohan Singh brought high economic growth despite multiple constraints’

AT RiE A er® arunsii & sras(g 3= nfde g arg’

Unions slam labour policy for ignoring ‘ground realities’

gl A ST gPIpdl DI STGE B @ forg o Hifd B et i

Urgent update India needs to revise its Consumer Price Index urgently
AATARAD AUSE HRA P AT STHITT T AR TH DI g ARMTUT DI Bt
ATaRGHT &

Centre junks quality control order on polyester fibre, yarn

F% 7 UiTeeer WIgaR, I IR oG =0T ST ¥, fhar

Zanzibar women seek refuge in sponge farming

WioeR &1 AfgA el Wl A IR a0 I8! &

S&T

Workplace stress linked to rising cases of diabetes among adults

TUD| A d¢d UYHT TATHd! | ST FIARIT a9

Why Hepatitis A deserves a place in India’s universal immunisation programme

I gUeTSied A Y URA & AdHIAS ST Hrdepd d wiT= e @nfge

Holding up GLASS to India; securing stewardship to tackle AMR
YRd & fTT GLASS &1 &1 ¥@HT; AMR 3 fAueq & foe waem gfafda s

Environment

SC bats for protection of pristine sal forest in Jharkhand’s Saranda

FRGS & IIST ¥ Fa AT 9 B JR&m & e goftd +1E afspa

10.

India’s carbon emission rise slower this year, says report

YRd & HIa Sodoi4 | 39 a9 it gfe, Ruld wadi g

11.

The Tamil Nadu model of sub-State climate action

IUIS] FAAGR] PRATS BT diHa-Tg disd

DM

12.

Indian agencies monitoring tech transfer deal between Pakistan and European
drone make

Ui 3R RIda g fFafar & §t ae-ite sxatavor aasid o
YRAT TARMT AR SR 38 8

134
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‘Manmohan Singh brought
high economic growth
despite multiple constraints’

TEE Hm!u Bureau

NEW DELHI

One of the important
achievements of the late
Manmohan Singh’s 10-year
tenure as Prime Minister
was retaining the focus on
economic growth, eminent
economist and former De-
puty Chairperson of the
then Planning Commission
Montek Singh Ahluwalia
said on Thursday.

Mr. Ahluwalia was deli-
vering a lecture on the
“Life and legacy of Dr.
Manmohan Singh” at the
Prime Ministers’ Museum
and Library here.

He classified Dr. Singh’s
long and highly distin-
guished career into three
parts — as an economist-
bureaucrat, 1970-1991; as
Finance Minister of India,
1991-1996; and as Prime Mi-
nister, 2004-2014.

He argued that Dr.
Singh’s tenure as the Fi-
nance Minister was the
high point of his career as

Montek Singh Ahluwalia

it was transformative for
the nation. He said that as
Prime Minister, Dr. Singh
made significant contribu-
tions in bringing about the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Act and the Indo-
U.S. civil nuclear deal,
apart from ensuring that
the economic reforms
launched earlier were not
rolled back despite opposi-
tion from within his party.

He noted that all Dr.
Singh’s efforts contributed
to high economic growth
in the range of 8-9% bet-

ween 2004 and 2010. “If
you take the 10 years to-
gether, one important
thing was retaining the fo-
cus on economic growth”,
Mr. Ahluwalia said.

Political environment
Mr. Ahluwalia said that he
(Dr. Singh) was very aware
that there were multiple
constraints on him. And it
was much more than the
constraints of coalition
politics.

“Within the system
there was this division bet-
ween the Prime Minister
and Mrs. (Sonia) Gandhi...
That was also unavoidable
because he was not the
leader of the Congress par-
ty. She had led the Con-
gress party, so that was
some arrangement. One
could argue if it was a good
or not good arrangement,
but it was clearly a ‘khich-
di’ type government and it
was quite a miracle that
they stayed together for
five years”.

‘Manmohan Singh brought high economic growth despite multiple constraints’

TTHeA g A 3 FIUTeH & arav[g 39 onfd® gfs arg’

¢ ‘Manmohan Singh brought high economic growth despite multiple constraints’
HAHIe Rig 3 $5 a1ursii & save 9w e gfs =

e One of the important achievements of the late Manmohan Singh’s 10-year tenure as
Prime Minister was retaining the focus on economic growth, eminent economist and
former Deputy Chairperson of the then Planning Commission Montek Singh

Ahluwalia said on Thursday.
TG Rig & TuHHA & T4 § 10 A & SIS $I U Tgaqul Judisd sfe
gfa W e sFE T R, I8 1d U et 3R 39 TG & AieT AT & gd

SuTeHe Hice Rig rgeqarerdr -+ TeaR i Sl
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Mr. Ahluwalia was delivering a lecture on the “Life and legacy of Dr. Manmohan
Singh” at the Prime Ministers’ Museum and Library here.

st SrgcaTierar I8t HUTH YU 3R Ydsbierd ¥ “8Y. H-Hig Rig &7 oita+ 3R
faRTT R ¢ % Y

He classified Dr. Singh’s long and highly distinguished career into three parts — as
an economist-bureaucrat, 1970-1991; as Finance Minister of India, 1991-1996;
and as Prime Minister, 2004-2014.

38 . Rig & ddl 3R o faRkiy HRaR &) i umit & fawforg forar — aref=meedl-
SRI%e (1970-1991); HIRd P faw w=ft (1991-1996); 3R HUTHA (2004-2014)|

He argued that Dr. Singh’s tenure as the Finance Minister was the high point of his
career as it was transformative for the nation.

35 Fel [ 1. Rig &1 fag 13 & U & SRS 36 SRR $1 3= foig o1 difes
g8 Y & fore uRadTr Ul

He said that as Prime Minister, Dr. Singh made significant contributions in bringing
about the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act and the
Indo-U.S. civil nuclear deal, apart from ensuring that the economic reforms
launched earlier were not roIIed back desplte opposition from within his party.

I HeT b TumEA & Fu H 1. Rig A werem widht

AR 3R HRA-SARST 3= U] FHSA S A6 S | He@yu! ArTGH
faam, 59 3refa a8 lﬁgﬁ@aﬁomﬁ?%ﬁﬁwmw 3 FUR 3! € Ui &
MR foR1Y & Srace auy 7 forg S|

He noted that all Dr. Singh'’s efforts contributed to high economic growth in the
range of 8-9% between 2004 and 2010.

35+ Pel [ 1. Rig & Tuft vt = 2004 & 2010 & &t 8-9% @1 3= i S
# girer

“If you take the 10 years together, one important thing was retaining the focus on
economic growth”, Mr. Ahluwalia said.

“gfg 3T 10 TN DI TH Y <4 ol TP Hgaqul a1a e i W e F =1
P, 4t rgarerar 3 Hell

Political environment
CIGICELW)

Mr. Ahluwalia said that he (Dr. Singh) was very aware that there were multiple
constraints on him. And it was much more than the constraints of coalition politics.

St srgqarteran 3 &gl & 9 (S, Rig) yeflvifd S 2 fh 39 R &8 yaR 3t aremd of |
ﬁ?ugmwwﬁﬁrﬁmmaﬁﬁaﬁmw

“Within the system there was this division between the Prime Minister and Mrs.
(Sonia) Gandhi... That was also unavoidable because he was not the leader of the
Congress party.

“quTelt & HieR gerwEt iR St (Fiftam i & S e faveE or.. g8 4R
3aRgrd U1 aifer d Hiv uref & =1 g1 3

She had led the Congress party, so that was some arrangement. One could argue if it
was a good or not good arrangement, but it was clearly a ‘khichdi’ type government
and it was quite a miracle that they stayed together for five years”.

I B UTeT BT A bl U, SHIT I8 Ueb bR D1 AR AT | Tg 3T U1 T
R, 3T R T8 B o Y| ¢, Al T8 WY T I Ue Tl TpR o IWPR A
3R Ig Ush IH@PR UT fob 3 Uig auf deb Iy |17
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Unions slam labour
policy for ignoring
‘oround realities’

F framework moves towards

NEW DELHI

The Central Trade Unions
(CTUs) of the country, ex-
cept the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)-
backed Bharatiya Mazdoor
Sangh (BMS), rejected the
‘Shram Shakti Niti 2025°,
the draft labour policy of
the Union government.

In a tripartite meeting
chaired by Union Labour
Minister Mansukh Manda-
viya here on Thursday, 10
CTUs and various federa-
tions said that the new la-
bour policy appeared to be
less a roadmap for worker
empowerment, and more
an ideological project to re-
define labour, not as a right
but as a “sacred duty.”

The BMS’s representa-
tive said it approved of the
draft policy.

“Though the policy
claims to uphold dignity,
equality, and inclusion, its

centralisation of authority,
erosion of State powers,
and moralisation of labour
instead of recognising
workers’ rights. Its stated
mission does not address
the ground realities faced
by the toiling masses. By
invoking ancient caste-
based hierarchies as moral
precedents and by re-
branding unimplemented
labour codes as a new vi-
sion, the policy plans to
turn back the clock on
more than a century of
workers’ struggles for jus-
tice, fair wages, and social
protection,” the 10 CTUs
said, urging the Centre to
immediately convene the
Indian Labour Conference
to discuss the policy.

Labour is in the concur-
rent list of the Constitu-
tion, but the draft policy
reduces the authority of
State governments, the
CTUs said.

Unions slam labour policy for
ignoring ‘ground realities’

gfat A S gatear o sHgE!
Y & e gw Hifa &t s #t

e The Central Trade Unions (CTUs) of the
country, except the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS)-backed Bharatiya Mazdoor
Sangh (BMS), rejected the ‘Shram Shakti Niti
2025’, the draft labour policy of the Union
government.

3 & $g ¢S gl (CTUs) 7, IIRTHTH
Tuifa YR TeigR I (BMS) 6! BISaR,
% WBR B TAal 9 = o riw ifa
2025 P! WIiel R el
In a tripartite meeting chaired by Union
Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya here on
Thursday, 10 CTUs and various federations
said that the new labour policy appeared to be
less a roadmap for worker empowerment, and
more an ideological project to redefine labour,
not as a right but as a “sacred duty.”

AR D! Igi Haid 91 WAl I9gE Hetaar o1
e # g8 Aiuefia 9@ o 10 CTUs 3R
faft merdl A %g1 o =% o1 A 9w
TR & ISHY ¥ HH 3R 47 BT HIHR
7ot S “ufd Bedar ¥ U J iR
IR DI dIIRS IRASHT fIF TR B |

o The BMS’s representative said it approved
of the draft policy.

sergy & yfafafy 3 w1 fe 399 aaier Hifa
&I Holl 41 B

e “Though the policy claims to uphold dignity,
equality, and inclusion, its framework moves
towards centralisation of authority, erosion

of State powers, and moralisation of labour
instead of recognising workers’ rights.

BT a1a1 BT 8, STDT &Il

YD P IBRI B AR A F TG AT S BEIHT, IS MfFal b &RT, 3R
4 BT AAPIHI0 B! 3R Fgarg|

e |ts stated mission does not address the ground realities faced by the toiling
masses.

ST DT R BgTa® S ST GRT Sici! o= aTclt STHIAT gahtadl Bl Salfd o

CRGIN

e By invoking ancient caste-based hierarchies as moral precedents and by
rebranding unimplemented labour codes as a new vision, the policy plans to turn
back the clock on more than a century of workers’ struggles for justice, fair wages,
and social protection,” the 10 CTUs said, urging the Centre to immediately convene
the Indian Labour Conference to discuss the policy.

10 CTUs = &gl fob ur=h= sifa-smumia
wﬁwm%ﬁ%@%wﬁmm,wﬁm,

PP 3R
3 Aaq, SR JrHoTE qRem & o 4! & U It I i R Feret & i o

[ 1 e o0 & FYH U™

SR @) QST ST 8, IR g I ifd R ==l da & o R WReg o7 geie
ESIEEZRIPEAERN
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o Labour is in the concurrent list of the Constitution, but the draft policy reduces the
authority of State governments, the CTUs said.

CTUs 3 gl & Tfdem & wHad! gt & o 2nfid €, Afe Fdiier ifa Iy TReRI
FI il B FH HRA 2|

Mr
Urgent update

India needs to revise its Consumer
Price Index urgently

he retail inflation data for October once

again underscore the fact that the update

of the Consumer Price Index (CPI) cannot
happen fast enough. The data show that the rate
of overall inflation fell to just 0.25%, the lowest it
has been since at least January 2012. On the face
of it, this would be cause for celebration, but a
deeper look reveals this drastic fall to be a statisti-
cal anomaly rather than an actual fall in price le-
vels. The food and beverages category saw prices
falling 3.7% in October, the largest in the history
of the CPI's current series. However, the main
reason for this contraction was not so much that
food prices have fallen, but because food infla-
tion in October last year was a blistering 9.7%.
This high base ensured that food inflation in Oc-
tober 2025 was negative, even though vegetable
prices in markets have been on the rise recently.
With the food and beverages category enjoying a
weightage of nearly 46% in the overall CPI basket,
this statistical anomaly in food inflation was res-
ponsible for pulling the entire index down. In-
deed, inflation in nearly every other major sub-
group - fuel and light, housing, tobacco, and the
miscellaneous category — was higher this Octob-
er than last. The impact of the GST rate cuts has,
so far, been seen only in the clothing and foot-
wear category — the only one apart from food to
see inflation lower than last year. All of this shows
just how skewed the inflation measure is. Not on-
ly is it outdated, with the base year set as 2012,
but the weightages are no longer accurate and
more often obscure rather than clarify. The dis-
connect between the CPI and reality can perhaps
best be shown by the fact that people the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) had surveyed in September
had said that their perceived inflation rate was
7.4% — a far cry from what the CPI reported.

The urgency behind the update is not just be-
cause of the vast gap between measured and per-
ceived inflation. It is also because the RBI's Mone-
tary Policy Committee uses the CPI as its
benchmark when deciding what to do with inter-
est rates. Its next meeting is in December and it
will have to decide whether to keep rates un-
changed or to cut them. It will have to contend
with growth data clouded by the temporary im-
pact of the GST rate cut-related demand boost.
Having to also parse through inflation data beset
by statistical anomalies will only make accurate
policymaking that much harder. The Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation has
said that the new series of the CPI will be ready by
the first quarter of the next financial year. The
sooner it happens, the better.

Urgent update India needs to revise its Consumer
Price Index urgently

AQTAID HUSC HRA DI U= STHIRT T
ADTH B qud U B B ATTIDAT 8

o The retail inflation data for October once again
underscore the fact that the update of the Consumer Price

Index (CPI) cannot happen fast enough.\’rﬁlﬁiﬁ% YarT
YEWITd S¢T TP aR R 59 T $I 1@ifhd B3d & [P
SUHIET Yod JABTP (CPI) & 3usc o forasil et gt I Ia-it
STeg! g AT

. The data show that the rate of overall inflation fell to just
0.25%, the lowest it has been since at least January 2012.

faraTa B o e Gl &1 &R $adt 0.25% d AR 7, S 7
HH T 2012 & 91 I GGG BH 5|

o On the face of it, this would be cause for celebration, but a
deeper look reveals this drastic fall to be a statistical anomaly

rather than an actual fall in price levels. ! Tdg W W dl I8
I BT HRUI GRT, Afh+1 7T Aok STeH WR Ul IadT & fob T8
%ﬁanzqmmﬁﬁamﬁmﬁvm%mwm
ERUIGE

o The food and beverages category saw prices falling 3.7%
in October, the largest in the history of the CPI's current series.

e 3R U 4uft 7 sragaR # 74e3.7% R, it cP1 &t ada
@ 3! gfaer # e I3 ¢ |

° However, the main reason for this contraction was not so
much that food prices have fallen, but because food inflation in
October last year was a blistering 9.7%. gdife, Qﬂﬂgﬁlﬁ
wwm%qﬁm%mqmﬁ%% Sfee o e
U aTd sfagaR J W GaRWIa9.7% & WadHR X R A1

. This high base ensured that food inflation in October 2025
was negative, even though vegetable prices in markets have
been on the rise recently. 39 3 STYR A ﬁﬁf%ﬁ foba fob g
2025 H WY GERBIATPRIAD 81 T3, U & IIoTRI § Jooll Yo
g1cT 81 7 9¢ % &I

. With the food and beverages category enjoying a
weightage of nearly 46% in the overall CPI basket, this

statistical anomaly in food inflation was responsible for pulling the entire index down.

@Te 3R U Joft B F& CPI B B TIUT 46% HT Ao T & 1Y, WTel GRRWifa o 98
witereta R qaeie 51 914 @i $ ki e 0

¢ Indeed, inflation in nearly every other major subgroup — fuel and light, housing,
tobacco, and the miscellaneous category — was higher this October than last. CIRSER:f
U TR 3T T SUE § EIwia — SUT 3R Y=, 3MMaT, dare, o fafay goft
— 39 JageR © fisa 4 3= 4t
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The impact of the GST rate cuts has, so far, been seen only in the clothing and footwear

category — the only one apart from food to see inflationlower than last year. GST X

HEldl BT WUT, 39 a%, Had HusT 3N Sa oft F f3ar § — @rer & srefrar goar of frsd

T § e ifaeH S T8 |

All of this shows just how skewed the inflation measure is. Ug dd e g f& 'ﬁ&ﬁtﬁﬁ[

ATY fHa fagpa 31

Not only is it outdated, with the base year set as 2012, but the weightages are no longer

accurate and more often obscure rather than clarify. T %ad ZIE’QTHT% TR ¢ DI 2012

iwﬁﬁﬁmwé, Ifcr AT 31T WD a1 § 3R HIHIR SRTY H & T TY TR
I

The disconnect between the CPI and reality can perhaps best be shown by the fact that
people the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had surveyed in September had said that their

perceived inflation rate was 7.4% — a far cry from what the CPI reported. CPI 3R

FrAfAHd & 9 faede &1 IRE T ol aRe 39 a ¥ foamn o uehdl § o Rdar &

rord S aifw i3 (RBI) A T4 T A A a1 AT b 370! gy YRTewbifa g37.4% oI —

S cP1 A RUld fare 71U O 9ga 31erT §1

The urgency behind the update is not just because of the vast gap between measured and

perceived inflation. 3US¢ & Y& AThIADGT Bad AT T3 3R STYd ETEPId & i

foramrer 3R & HRUT T B

It is also because the RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee uses the CPI as its benchmark

when deciding what to do with interest rates. Jg Sﬂﬁﬂl o %?R?ﬁ% RBI &1 ﬁﬁaﬁﬁ%r

gﬁﬁwaaﬁ%mawm%ugmmﬁw CPI &1 {01 A & FU H JuINT Hclt
I

Its next meeting is in December and it will have to decide whether to keep rates

unchanged or to cut them. P! 3MTeN dopfedaR A 8 sﬁ?sﬁmmmﬁ?a‘raﬁ

G § U1 3¢ Bl g |

It will have to contend with growth data clouded by the temporary impact of the GST rate

cut-related demand boost. 38 GST &3 Heldl-Haftd Wil dgTaT & SRATN THTT T e

e Se1 3 ST us T

Having to also parse through inflation data beset by statistical anomalies will only make

accurate policymaking that much harder. HifI® I fazinfoal ¥ I_a garewifa se1 &1 +ft

it a1 usA @ wétes -ifa fFmior &1 oik oft wfes s e

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation has said that the new series of

the CPI will be ready by the first quarter of the next financial year. &l

%n[mwmﬁw%% CPI &1 93 yamanTa fa<iiy adf & ugeh fomrd) a dar &
I
The sooner it happens, the better. ﬁl?l:ﬁ\_rl?tﬁ%ﬁ B‘cFIT?TQF?RI
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Centre junks quality
control order on
polyester fibre, yarn

The move is expected to benefit the Indian textile industry by making

it easier to obtain raw materials at internationally competitive prices

m A5

COIMBATORE

he Centre has re-
T voked the Quality

Control Order
(QCO) on polyester fibre
and yarn, and PTA and
MEG, which was intro-
duced two years ago,
bringing relief to the textile
industry.

In an order dated No-
vember 12, 2025, the go-
vernment said that based
on powers conferred by
Section 16 of Bureau of In-
dian Standards Act, it was
revoking the orders of the
Ministry of Chemicals and
Fertilizers bringing in QCO
on ethylene glycol, tereph-
thalic acid, polyester spun,
grey and white yarns, po-
lyester continuous fila-
ment yarn, polyester par-
tially oriented yarn, and
polyester industrial yarn.

The government
brought in QCOs on polyes-
ter yarn, filament, fibre,
and raw materials PTA and

Smooth sail: The relaxation of the QCO will streamline the import
of polyester and its raw materials. PERIASAMY M

MEG, thus
imports.
India has shortage of
PTA and MEG and yet the
government introduced
QCOs. These are critical
raw materials for the man-
made fibre sector. The
QCOs led to prices increas-
ing by almost ¥4 a kg, said
R.K. Vij, Secretary General
of the Polyester Textile Ap-
parel Industry Association.
According to chairman
of the Southern India Mills
Association Durai Palanisa-

restricting

my, one of the long-pend-
ing needs of the industry
has been addressed by the
government. The QCOs in-
creased the cost of polyes-
ter fibre and filament yarn
by 30%. The relaxation of
the QCO will streamline
the import of polyester
and its raw materials, en-
suring an uninterrupted
supply to spinners, weav-
ers, and processors. Com-
petitive imports are ex-
pected to stabilise
domestic prices, he said.

Centre junks quality control order on polyester fibre, yarn

&g 7 UIfeRer WIgaR, I W UG AT 3mer 3E fbar

» Centre Junks quality control order on polyester fibre, yarn

BER,

T+ IR TG AT

amar v,

o The move is expected to benefit the Indian textile industry by making it easier to

obtain raw materials at internationally-competitive prices
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Ig HeH UG a3d FENT &I a4 UgaH &t IHE & Fif S8 & JId Bl
STty uforeaelf iwdl uR U BT S S|

e The Centre has revoked the Quality Control Order (QCO) on polyester fibre and
yarn, and PTA and MEG, which was introduced two years ago, bringing relief to the
textile industry.

%ﬁﬁaﬁ%ﬁm%qwﬁ%wm 3R I, TUT PTA 3R MEG TR Y T4

T[UTereT FYEET 33T (QCO) FI IE IR T B, R et ST 1 1 foveht B

e |In an order dated November 12, 2025, the government said that based on powers
conferred by Section 16 of Bureau of Indian Standards Act, it was revoking the
orders of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers bringing in QCO on ethylene
glycol, terephthalic acid, polyester spun, grey and white yarns, polyester
continuous filament yarn, polyester partially oriented yarn, and polyester
industrial yarn.

12 TGS 2025 & 3G B WDHR A Bl [ YRR AFS -1 AFUFras $t 4RT 16
& qed T Yfaadl & YR TR 98 T 3R IIRD HATT b 3+ TR DI IE, B gl
3, oM A1 4 giiedie g etd, YR Tirs, uiferavex W, ﬁeﬁvw
g, ifergRer Hd=gsrT framie o, uifewer urféaedt sifRues o, ok
Uit sy ar+ @R QCO @™ T |

e The govemment brought in QCOs on polyester yarn, filament, fibre, and raw
materials PTA and MEG, thus restricting imports.

WEHR A Ui g, fhamie, BEaR 9T &ed AT PTA 3R MEG TR QCO @1 fhu
3, for simara wfarefera g1

¢ India has shortage of PTA and MEG and yet the government introduced QCOs.
These are critical raw materials for the man-made fibre sector. The QCOs led to
prices increasing by almost ¥4 a kg, said R.K. Vij, Secretary General of the Polyester
Textile Apparel Industry Association.
YRJ H PTA 3R MEG &1 &3} €, fhR 1l TR&R 7 QCco @] fawan o1l 3 79-98 wIsaR
I & e Ayl F= AT &1 QCO AN EF I HAd § Ty 24 ufe forarmy
! 3G B3, I8 TFPRI AR.P. faer, Agrfg, uifiier coecRd TR S
TR A

e According to chairman of the Southern India Mills Association Durai Palanisamy,
one of the long-pending needs of the industry has been addressed by the
government.

e sfear firea THiRie= & sregel gvs TR & SR, IR &t U dd
T ¥ WS HTTH T Bl SR A T faan g1

¢ The QCOs increased the cost of polyester fibre and filament yarn by 30%.
QCO & HRUI YTTeIEeR BISaR 3R frarde ar= &1 arrd 30% s s A

o The relaxation of the QCO will streamline the import of polyester and its raw
materials, ensuring an uninterrupted supply to spinners, weavers, and processors.

QCO # &Id I uiferger 3R 30 H UTd & (AT ! o fova sma, fora)
HdTS B ardl, FTHRT R NEWRT B rafera mgfef gFfya grft

e Competitive imports are expected to stabilise domestic prices, he said.

I8 ol i ufaee smara § e Fiwd RR 21 Y SHie 21
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Zanzibar women
seek refuge in
sponge farming

ZANZIBAR, TANZANIA

At about 10 o’clock every morning, women in
hijabs and loose long dresses wade through
Zanzibar’s turquoise shallow tides to tend their
sponge farms — a new lifeline after climate
change upended their former work.

Rising ocean temperatures, overfishing and
pollution have steadily degraded marine
ecosystems around the island, undermining a
key source of income for locals in Jambiani
village who long depended on farming seaweed.

Instead, they have turned to sponge
cultivation under a project set up by Swiss NGO
Marine Cultures.

Hot temperatures have killed seaweed and
declining fish stocks have driven many fishermen
to quit, said project manager Ali Mahmudi.

But sponges — which provide shelter and food
for sea creatures — tend to thrive in warmer
waters.

They are also lucrative as an organic personal
care product, used for skin exfoliation.
Depending on size, they can fetch up to $30 each
and a single farm can have as many as 1,500
sponges.

“It has changed my life, I have been able to
build my own house,” said 53-year-old Shemsa
Abbasi Suleiman.

As well as making money for locals, sponges
are beneficial to the marine environment.

Zanzibar is part of Tanzania, where violent
protests broke out on the mainland on election
day last month, with sources indicating hundreds
— if not thousands — may have been killed.

Zanzibar women seek refuge in
sponge farming

WieleR &1 Afgant e Wdl & IR0
GRS

e Zanzibar women seek refuge in sponge
farming

gﬁm?aﬁq%aﬁm@?hﬁwm?ﬁ

e Atabout 10 o’clock every morning, women in
hijabs and loose long dresses wade through
Zanzibar’s turquoise shallow tides to tend their
sponge farms — a new lifeline after climate
change upended their former work.

TR g TIHT 10 o, feorma iR Sieft et aremes
UgH ATt sieiaR 1 fsRie Sueh @8l 9
TOR®R U ot Vet P AU HRA STt § —
SAAR] Uiaed = ¥ 376 R HH & T g1 &
G TP 15 ST |

¢ Rising ocean temperatures, overfishing
and pollution have steadily degraded marine
ecosystems around the island, undermining a
key source of income for locals in Jambiani
village who long depended on farming seaweed.
od gU GIEEIGH
TP 3R UGUUT A G & SHTRIUR & Tt
TR d &I AR BR1e faan g, o)
SR 7 & R @0 B 31T BT Heaqu!
Hid — s @<t — gvifad gan B
e Instead, they have turned to sponge
cultivation under a project set up by Swiss NGO
Marine Cultures.
9 I, 4 99 NGO T8+ Head gRT ®IIUd
T GRS & d8d Tl Dl B 3R g W]
e Hot temperatures have killed seaweed and
declining fish stocks have driven many
fishermen to quit, said project manager Ali

Mahmudi.

oo T 3t TR 3 e s o
A = s 31 78 o a1 § ¢k ged gu
AT SR A T8 AR B B DS W AR

frar gl

e But sponges — which provide shelter and food for sea creatures — tend to thrive

in warmer waters.

Qfep T, STt e Sfal &1 3ierT SR HISH UgH $Rd &, TH ur=it # u=ud 5|

They are also lucrative as an organic personal care product, used for skin

exfoliation.
\J

3 TH SN THd PR IAIE & w0 & H aTHes g, 5 = &) gwrg
(TFAWRIRITRI) & T SugnT fohar o 2

e Depending on size, they can fetch up to $30 each and a single farm can have as

many as 1,500 sponges.
PR &
% Bl I o |

, T TSl I HIAd $30 T 81 bl g 3R T &t BIH | 1,500 Tl

¢ ‘|t has changed my life, | have been able to build my own house,” said 53-year-old

Shemsa Abbasi Suleiman.
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e As well as making money for locals, sponges are beneficial to the marine
environment.

;ﬁu@ﬁ%%@@mmmﬁ%m@qﬁmﬁmﬁm%mmww
|

Pathshala
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e Zanzibar is part of Tanzania, where violent protests broke out on the mainland on election
day last month, with sources indicating hundreds — if not thousands — may have been

killed.
SiefiaR def~rar &1 few 8, Siel e men %ﬁqg@@wmtﬁﬁh@ 3R

G 1 e © b Apel — afe oIy 18t — Fﬁﬂﬂﬁ‘mﬁ
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Workplace stress linked to rising
cases of diabetes among adults

Clinicians and researchers say the metabolic conse
increase in stress-linked diabetes an

WORLD DIABETES DAY
Athira Elssa Johnson

ndia has an estimated 10.1 crore

people living with diabetes

acmrd.lng to lCMR INDIAB, 2023,

and growing evidence suggests that
workplace stress may be one of the
factors heightening this burden.

‘While international research has long
linked chronic stress to metabolic
dysfunction, emerging Indian data echo
these patems.

r instance, a study among adults
iy “Type 2 disbetesat a medical college
in Tamil Nadu found that higher

W

“We are seeing this link more clearly
now than a few years agn,” said R.
Sundararaman, senior consultant —
internal medicine, SIMS Hospital,
Chennai. Many of his patients in their
early 305 and 40s arrive with rising sugar
levels, poor sleep and central weight gain
despite no major dietary excess. “Chronic
stress at work keeps cortisol levels high
and that slowly interferes with how
insulin works."

Sadhana Dhavapalani, senior
consultant in family medicine at Apollo
Hospitals, Chennai, noted that recent
workplace health research is beginning to
also show gendered patterns in
stress-linked metabolic changes.

“Multiple studies suggest that prolonged
stress is associated with a

ve
associated with poorer glycaemic control
and longer disease duration.
Physiologically, chronic stress keeps
the body in a state of heightened alert,
elevating cortisol and adrenaline,
disrupting glucose metabolism, and
favouring fat accumulation around the
abdomen. Over time, this leads to insulin
resistance and metabolic instability.

higher incidence of Type 2 diabetes and
pre-diabetes in women,” she said, adding
that early signs such as steady weight
gain, borderline blood pressure, and
rising triglycerides often go unnoticed
until they progress. The patten is very
familiar: no time to eat properly, no time
to sleep, and rising sugars that they don't
notice until blood tests pick it up.”

Early metabolic signs
Doctors say the early metabolic effects of
stress are frequently misattributed to

Hospitals, Chennai, notes that signs such
as abdominal weight gain, daytime
fatigue, fragmented sleep and sudden
cravings are commonly normalised rather
than recognised as endocrine warning
signals. “Many people assume reduced

iences of chronic job pressure are becoming increasin
workers in tech, finance, customer service, and healthcare: night shift workers are also at risk

ulations; doctors

Chronic stress keeps the body more unstable blood sugar profiles in THE GIST
in a state of heightened alert, people on night shifts, even if they are
elevating cortisol and careful with diet and medication.”
s P Experts emphasise that the solutions ¥
India has an estimated 10.1

metabolism, and favouring fat
accumulation aro abdomen

appetite or increased tiredness i just part

por
wellness budgets. Small, predictable
rhythms have disproportionate benefits.
Portplaces tt proskde whehded M

of their routine. But
sensitivity declining much earlier, along
with fluctuations in post-meal blood
sugar;” she explained.

P2y race Rafan, senlor consulant,

ternal medicine, Rela Hospital,
Chennai, described this as 3 sublle but
progressive pattern. “Persistent fatigue,
abdominal weight gain, cravings and
disrupted sleep are often dismissed as
stress. But these can be early metabolic
flags. If missed, they progress to impaired
glucose tolerance before anyone realises.”
Doctors pointed to sharper increase in

stress-linked diabetes among workers in
tech, finance, customer service and
healthcare. “The most worrying trend is
g I e proemicns st
night shift workers,” sai
Sundararaman

n. nmymnmmeym

b between
meetings, imis on atenight logging.
healthy cafeteria options, and shift

rotations for night workers can
significantly reduce stress hormone load,
said Dr. Elamthalir, who described these
changes as “low-cost, high-impact.”

Supportive policies
Dr. Pearsy notedthat such supportive
rathes

crore people living with
diabetes according to
ICHR-INDIAB, 2023, and
rowing evidence suggests that
workplace stress may be one of
the factors heightening this
burden

-

Doctors say the early metabolic
effects of stress are frequently
misattributed to busy
lifestyles’. Signs such as.

policies r
than compromise it. “When the body is
not constantly under stress, attention and
performance improve.”

For those already diagnosed,

glucose. Dr. Sundararaman said e has
seen patients who adopt mindfulness or
therapy achieve smoother sugar patterns.
“When the mind is calmer, sleep is better,
and the sugars behave better,” he said.
‘Subramanian Kannan, semol

consultant,

managing
stress can meaningfully stabilise blood

daytime fatigue, fragmented
sleep and sudden cravings are
commonly normalised rather
than recognised as endocrine
warning signals, they say

v

Experts emphasise that the
solutions do not require
elaborate corporate wellness
budgets. Small, predictable
thythms can have

for
half an hour. This mmmm sl
directly reflected in their

Narendra B.S., lead conskant,

Narayana Health City, wum said,
“Stabilising cortisol through structured
breaks, counselling, predictable routines

Aster
Whitefield Hospital, Bengaluru, added
that shift work disrupts circadian
rhythms, which govern metabolism.
“When sleep and meal timing are

medication in lowering glucose

variability."
Stress, doctors emphasise, must be

taken as seriously as diet and exercise.
hi

irregular, y drops. We see

GETTY/ISTOCK

they add
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Workplace stress linked to rising cases of diabetes among adults

TID| # Tgd UYHT THE! o ST FASIA a9

India has an estimated 10.1 crore people living with diabetes according to ICMR-INDIAB,
2023, and growing evidence suggests that workplace stress may be one of the factors
heightening this burden.

HRJ H ICMR-INDIAB, 2023 & 3R TTHT 10.1 HRIS AN AYAE & I TE 33 8, AR Fgd
16T §aTd & fob PRI BT 9919 39 151 B! g a1 RSB A I Th 8 b g
While international research has long linked chronic stress to metabolic dysfunction, emerging
Indian data echo these pattems.

S8l W@H 3Me T T F chronic stress H1 metabolic dysfunction ¥ S1Sd 3@ &, do
IRA YR Se7 oft 37 Tef ot gfp Frd B
For instance, a study among adults with Type 2 diabetes at a medical college in Tamil Nadu
found that higher perceived stress scores were significantly associated with poorer glycaemic
control and longer disease duration.

IR & oy, AFETG & U AfSehd dicisl H Type 2 diabetes dldl 38%0! IR fhT T U
31eno | U 4T o Sifde perceived stress scores &1 &Y poor glycaemic control 3R
TR 31 et At ¥ Teayul U I ST g3 Ul
Physiologically, chronic stress keeps the body in a state of heightened alert, elevating

cortisol and adrenaline, disrupting glucose metabolism, and favouring fat accumulation
around the abdomen.

IRIR® ¥4 9, chronic stress TR HI TMAR high alert Wﬂﬁ@’cﬂ%, cortisol 3%
adrenaline &1 deldl % glucose metabolism P ST Bl % 3R Ue & MUY 991 T99 Bl
FeTaT a1 |
Over time, this leads to insulin resistance and metabolic instability.
I & Y, g insulin resistance 3R metabolic instability BT 3R o ST %I
“We are seeing this link more clearly now than a few years ago,” said R. Sundararaman,
senior consultant — internal medicine, SIMS Hospital, Chennai.
GH 34 39 Gt D) HB a1l Ugel B qer A 3 WY TY A 3@ R B, T e AR,
YA, INY Rl — 3iaRe fafden, SIMS Hospital, Chennai 7|
Many of his patients in their early 30s and 40s arrive with rising sugar levels, poor sleep and
central weight gain despite no major dietary excess.
Wﬁﬂﬁﬁ\?ﬁw 65?'40 aﬁ@;{ﬁ% fé:n%@ﬁa@ mwéﬁ rising sugar levels,
poor sleep, 3R central weight gain & Y &ﬂﬁ%l
“Chronic stress at work keeps cortisol levels high and that slowly interferes with how insulin
works.”
“HTIRIT TR chronic stress cortisol & ¥R Bl Sl EF-ITQT@HT% 3R 9R-¢IR insulin &t
PRIy & e STerd 517
Sadhana Dhavapalani, senior consultant in family medicine at Apollo Hospitals, Chennai,
noted that recent workplace health research is beginning to also show gendered patterns in
stress-linked metabolic changes.
JIYAT YaTaert, aﬁgmﬂﬁ?{m gRaR fafea, Apollo Hospitals, Chennai, = gar fe
Ea'%%%iﬂ PRI W THYH ¥ stress-linked metabolic changes & @1 Be+ 1ff i

I
“Multiple studies suggest that prolonged occupational stress is associated with a higher
incidence of Type 2 diabetes and pre-diabetes in women,” she said, adding that early signs
such as steady weight gain, borderline blood pressure, and rising triglycerides often go
unnoticed until they progress.
“Bg AT FdTd & [ T T dh T8 aIdl occupational stress AR T Type 2
diabetes 3R pre-diabetes @1 3(fe5 G Y IST I 8, ITH g, T8 Ssd gu fb URfNH
Tohd S TR ao deHl, borderline blood pressure, 3R rising triglycerides 3R dq
TP 3T B WId & oIe b fUfT 51g el St
The pattern is very familiar: no time to eat properly, no time to sleep, and rising sugars that
they don’t notice until blood tests pick it up.”
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Early metabolic signs
WRIYS a9 Hdbd

e Doctors say the early metabolic effects of stress are frequently misattributed to “busy
I|festyles ”

Slaex H8d g [ a1a & TR IaT0ad TTd SRR “oRd Sia-I=al” &1 Tad aiid & 9ig
f3u S 2|

o Elamthalir. I., consultant, diabetology, SRM Global Hospitals, Chennai, notes that signs
such as abdominal weight gain, daytime fatigue, fragmented sleep and sudden cravings
are commonly normalised rather than recognised as endocrine warning signals.
TAHYRR. 3TE., H¥ece, SECIAloN, SRM Global Hospitals, Chennai, IdKil & b
abdominal weight gain, daytime fatigue, fragmented sleep 3R sudden cravings S
Hopd! DI SRR ARG {1 fordm Srar %’ S§f% T endocrine warning signals A gl

e “Many people assume reduced appetite or increased tiredness is just part of their routine. But
we see insulin sensitivity declining much earlier, along with fluctuations in post-meal
blood sugar,” she explained.
“Fy AT HH WG T AT B UHH B 30 feTaai BT fgwar JHerd ¢ | A 89 insulin
sensitivity declining Cal qgd Ugd od €, 1Y &t post-meal blood sugar o IdR-gerg ut,”
I5iH GHSAT

o Pearlsy Grace Rajan, senior consultant, internal medicine, Rela Hospital, Chennai,
described this as a subtle but progressive pattern.
et I e, HR d¥ece, Sexd HISRM, Rela Hospital, Chennai, = 59 U@ g&H
Afp wifasiter de samn

o  “Persistent fatigue, abdominal weight gain, cravings and disrupted sleep are often dismissed
as stress. But these can be early metabolic flags. If missed, they progress to impaired
glucose tolerance before anyone realises.”
“CTTTdR YT, abdominal weight gain, cravings 3R disrupted sleep DI AR TG THIB
Sl o ST 2| QftbT 3 YRR metabolic flags 8 T 2 | Tfe 38 ToR3(ES a1 1T, 1 3
impaired glucose tolerance d& q’é’ﬁ GIT%%’ m q’s’ﬁ & foddft &Y gar 1

e Doctors pointed to sharper increase in stress-linked diabetes among workers in tech,
flnance customer service and healthcare.

9[ tech, finance, customer service 3X healthcare &3 & HHART! H stress-linked

diabetes 31 351 Tgq 3 31X SART w2

e “The most worrying trend is among IT and finance professionals and night shift workers,”
said Dr. Sundararaman.
I CRAEGINEE Hqﬁl IT 3R finance professionals dYT night shift workers ﬁ% el 3T,
R |

o  “They tell me they feel guilty switching off their phones even for half an hour. This constant
pressure is directly reflected in their sugars.”

‘Y FATd 8 fb 3 319 °e & e ot B g B | SIRIUEIY HEy Hd & | T8 AR gard e

KRG sugar levels | ﬁ@'l'&paﬂT %I”

o Narendra B.S., lead consultant, endocrinology & diabetology, Aster Whitefield Hospital,
Bengaluru, added that shift work disrupts circadian rhythms, which govem metabolism.
g 9109, TS dicce, TSIHRAae] TS SR, Aster Whitefield Hospital,
Bengaluru, gﬁ f& shift work circadian rhythms P TIfT BT % S metabolism &1

|

¢ “When sleep and meal timing are irregular, insulin sensitivity drops. We see more unstable
blood sugar profiles in people on night shifts, even if they are careful with diet and
medication.”

g i 3R HIoH BT JHY 3FTfid 81d1 8, ¥ insulin sensitivity drops 81 ST 81 89
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unstable blood sugar profiles 9d %‘ night shift aret @ f[', Ud 81 d diet 3R medication T
& T 1"

Supportive quicies

Heldd

o Experts emphasise that the solutions do not require elaborate corporate wellness budgets.
faRT SR 3 § {5 1M & forg 9 HIURE a4 doic &1 oRevd -Tal gId|

e Small, predictable rhythms have disproportionate benefits.
BIe, QAATHT ¥ & ST U J AP aY e B

o Workplaces that provide scheduled lunch breaks, movement gaps between meetings,
limits on late-night logging, healthy cafeteria options, and shift rotations for night
workers can significantly reduce stress hormone load, said Dr. Elamthalir, who described
these changes as “low-cost, high-impact.”

3. Wﬂﬁﬂ Gl %el fd scheduled lunch breaks, meetings % 9 movement gaps, late-
night logging U} @TIT({ healthy cafeteria options, 3R night workers %ﬁﬂ shift rotations
oA PHIIRT stress hormone load ! HTHI HH HR Tdhd & | S8 38 “low-cost, high-
impact” dccild ofdrf|

e Dr. Pearlsy noted that such supportive policies may enhance productivity rather than
compromise it.
3. Uﬁ?ﬁﬁEIFITCIT%ﬂ?ﬁw:ﬁﬁﬁproductivityﬁmqﬁaﬁwmgl

e  “When the body is not constantly under stress, attention and performance improve.”
ST TRR TR a1 & a1 X, df e 3R UaRH s8R il g’

e For those already diagnosed, managing stress can meaningfully stabilise blood glucose.
ST @l B ugd | e 81 g1 ], 3% it -1 UseH blood glucose & fRR 3+ H Hag
R THAT 3|

o Dr. Sundararaman said he has seen patients who adopt mindfulness or therapy achieve
smoother sugar patterns.
ST, YRRAT Fed § [ 3=l T WIS < & Sl mindfulness a1 therapy 3{U-THI TR sugar
patterns YTt FRAEI

o “When the mind is calmer, sleep is better, and the sugars behave better,” he said.
“STq T Xid 81T &, i 9k 8l §, 3R sugars i 98k dER IRdl §,” 3811 Hell

¢ Subramanian Kannan, senior consultant, endocrinology & diabetology, Narayana Health
City, Bengaluru, said, “Stabilising cortisol through structured breaks, counselling,
predictable routines or mindfulness can complement medication in lowering glucose
variability.”
GRARA Fa+, R d¥ece, TSIpsAae! TS Sscidlsl, Narayana Health City,
Bengaluru, ﬁﬁ, “structured breaks, counselling, predictable routines Tl mindfulness &
gmm ¥ cortisol B! R TR glucose variability BT HH B A GaTsil &1 Tl HR bl

"

e Stress, doctors emphasise, must be taken as seriously as diet and exercise.

Sldex WR 24 & b 19 P! diet 3R exercise fS/am g1 THRdT T =7 =gl
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Vipin M. Vashishtha

s India debates the inclusion
A of the typhoid conjugate vac-
cine in its universal immuni-
sation programme, it is time to ask
whether Hepatitis A — a growing
cause of acute liver failure — deserves
even greater priority. A safe, effec-
tive, and long-lasting indigenous vac-
cine already exists; what is missing is
the policy decision. India’s Universal
Immunisation Programme (UIP) has
been one of the most successful pu-
blic health initiatives in the develop-
ing world. It eradicated polio, curbed
measles deaths, and saved millions of
young lives. Yet as the country’s
health landscape changes, so too
must its immunisation priorities.
Arecent article in The Hindu made
a strong case for introducing the ty-
phoid conjugate vaccine (TCV) into

the UIP. The argument is compelling:
India bears half of the world’s ty-
phoid burden, manufactures multi-
ple WHO-prequalified TCVs, and yet
has not included them in its national
schedule.

However, as we assess new vac-
cines for inclusion, scientific evi-
dence and public-health impact must
guide our choices. On these counts,
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Hepatitis A vaccination may deserve
even higher priority.

On Hepatitis A

Hepatitis A, by contrast, is a silent but
mounting threat. For decades, the vi-
rus infected most Indians in early
childhood, causing mild illness and
conferring lifelong immunity. With
improved sanitation and hygiene,
that pattern has changed. Fewer chil-
dren are exposed early, leaving many
adolescents and adults unprotected
— groups in whom the disease is far
more severe.

In recent years, multiple out-
breaks in Kerala, Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh, and Delhi have under-
scored this shift. Hospitals have re-
ported clusters of acute liver failure
and even deaths. Unlike typhoid,
there is no specific treatment for sev-
ere Hepatitis A; recovery often de-
pends on supportive care. Seropreva-
lence studies reveal a steady decline
in protective antibodies — from over
90% two decades ago to less than
60% in many urban regions. The re-
sult is a growing pool of susceptible
young people vulnerable to serious
illness. Hepatitis A is no longer a be-
nign childhood infection; it is an

Rethinking priorities: Unlike typhoid, there is no specific treatment for severe Hepatitis A;
recovery often depends on supportive care. FILE PHOTO

emerging public health concern.
The good news is that Hepatitis A
is entirely preventable. Both live-at-
tenuated and inactivated vaccines
offer protection rates exceeding 90
to 95%, with immunity lasting for at
least 15 to 20 years — often lifelong.
India has its own indigenous success
story here. Biological E’s Biovac-A, a
live- d vaccine developed

private sector for more than two de-
cades with excellent safety and effica-
cy records.

Unlike typhoid vaccines, Hepatitis
A vaccines do not face issues of wan-
ing immunity, antibiotic resistance,
or carrier states. A single dose of the
live vaccine can confer durable, long-
term protection. From a public
health ive, it is a model vac-

domestically, has been used inrthe

cine: safe, effective, long-lasting, and

Hepatitis A is the
low-hanging fruit of
vaccine-preventable diseases:
a single-dose, long-lasting,
with an indigenous product
ready for universal use

already made in India.

Both typhoid and Hepatitis A
cause significant illness, but their epi-
demiology and control prospects diff-
er sharply. Typhoid mortality has de-
clined with prompt antibiotic
treatment and better sanitation,
though antimicrobial resistance re-
mains a concern. Hepatitis A, on the
other hand, strikes indiscriminately
across socio-economic groups, lacks
specific treatment, and increasingly
affects older children and young
adults, where the disease is more
severe.

Measurable criteria

When judged by measurable criteria
- disease burden, vaccine efficacy,
durability, cost-effectiveness, and
programmatic simplicity — the ba-
lance tilts decisively toward Hepatitis
A. It is the low-hanging fruit of vac-
cine-preventable diseases: a single-
dose, long-lasting, with an indige-

Why Hepatitis A deserves a place in India’s universal immunisation

programme

nous product ready for universal use.

India could begin by introducing
Hepatitis A vaccination in States that
have experienced repeated out-
breaks or show declining antibody
prevalence. The vaccine can be co-
administered with existing boosters
such as DPT or MR, using the same
infrastructure. Periodic serosurveys
can track population immunity and
guide expansion. This phased ap-
proach aligns with the UIP’s proven
model of gradual, evidence-based
rollout.

This is not an argument against ty-
phoid vaccination; it is a plea for ra-
tional sequencing. Typhoid control is
important, but Hepatitis A control is
both easier and more cost-effective at
this stage. The disease burden is sub-
stantial, the vaccine is home-grown,
and the science is clear.

India’s immunisation programme
has repeatedly shown foresight —
from the early inclusion of Hepatitis
B to the introduction of rotavirus and
pneumococcal vaccines. Adding He-
patitis A would be a natural next step
in that continuum of progress.

(Dr. Vipin M. Vashishtha is former
national convener, IAP Committee on
Immunisation.
vipinipsita@gmail.com)

I gUeTsfed A B YRd & Ad e A1 vl Srdwr # T fire=r wnfee

Hepatitis A and Immunisation Priority

A

3R ST UTyfiedr

¢ As India debates the inclusion of the typhoid conjugate vaccine in its universal
immunisation programme, it is time to ask whether Hepatitis A — a growing cause of
acute liver failure — deserves even greater priority.
S-S YR 30 typhoid conjugate vaccine PI universal immunisation programme |

M B TR 989 B 381 ©, T8 Y

BT &l §3M PRI 8 — T T 31 Urufiewar o1 gHheR g1

Eal W%‘ & o Hepatitis A — it acute liver failure

o A safe, effective, and long-lasting indigenous vaccine already exists; what is missing is the
policy decision.

%Qagw&lﬁ UHIG ﬁmm éﬂ'\‘ﬁ?m@[ﬁﬁa% Fad policy decision P HH
|

¢ |ndia’s Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP) has been one of the most successful
public health initiatives in the developing world.

HRd I Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP) W&ﬂagﬁmﬁﬂaﬁw BICTIEE
W Ugal § ¥ T QT |

e |teradicated polio, curbed measles deaths, and saved millions of young lives.
T polio HT I [T, measles deaths & &H a1, 3R ARAT s} b o S5 |

e Yet as the country’s health landscape changes, so too must its immunisation priorities.

gma@mmmmmwa Y g 3! STl Trfamarett ®1 off s

I

o Arecent article in The Hindu made a strong case for introducing the typhoid conjugate
vaccine (TCV) into the UIP.
BT 81 H The Hindu & T&% o@ A typhoid conjugate vaccine (TCV) DI UIP H MU IR &
T Horee o faam

e The argument is compelling: India bears half of the world’s typhoid burden, manufactures
multiple WHO-prequalified TCVs, and yet has not included them in its national schedule.

g b THIIRITER 8: YR a1 & typhoid burden T T I8 HRdT §, Hs WHO-
prequalified TCVs S ¢, R 1 38 oo gy Srdepw # wfia 81 fhan g
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However, as we assess new vaccines for inclusion, scientific evidence and public-health
impact must guide our choices.

BT, OId §H AU Sleb! o1 AT FRA BT 3ATHT B ©, a scientific evidence 3R public-
health impact g9R fAufal & AERE wer =kl

On these counts, Hepatitis A vaccination may deserve even higher priority.

3 fiigaft &R, Hepatitis A vaccination XIAE 3R 34T Wrfiedr &1 U |

On Hepatitis A

AT

Hepatitis A, by contrast, is a silent but mounting threat.

TP fAuRld, Hepatitis A T T4 Afdh SgdT g3 WRT g |

For decades, the virus infected most Indians in early childhood, causing mild iliness and
conferring lifelong immunity.

G| I I8 arRY HRA | §u- 1 g1 SHTYH IR AT bl Hehfid Hrall T, Fored gead! s
Eﬁ?ﬁ off 3R lifelong immunity foerat ot

With improved sanitation and hygiene, that pattern has changed.

J8R sanitation 3fi¥ hygiene & 1Y 98 U scd T g

Fewer children are exposed early, leaving many adolescents and adults unprotected —
groups in whom the disease is far more severe.

3T HH = URMAIS FU I THHd 8id &, I8 B3 adolescents 3R adults unprotected I8
STTd § — forH a8 SeRt ot i iR gl 3

In recent years, multiple outbreaks in Kerala, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, and Delhi have
underscored this shift.

g1 & auf A Kerala, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh 3R Delhi & 3M® YTl 7 ESEFSIEED]
ISR {3

Hospitals have reported clusters of acute liver failure and even deaths.

[ acute liver failure % g 3R T8t d% fos Al &1+t R o1 g1

Unlike typhoid, there is no specific treatment for severe Hepatitis A; recovery often
depends on supportive care.

ET'{Q?‘TH@ * ﬁuﬂa iR Hepatitis A & ﬁfq no specific treatment :lTsQf % RpaRT SRR
supportive care IR ARk = 8l

Seroprevalence studies reveal a steady decline in protective antibodies — from over 90%
two decades ago to less than 60% in many urban regions.

Seroprevalence studies X § % f& protective antibodies TIdR U< Q%‘ %‘ — a axh 113%
90% I AP T 3T T3 el &A1 & 60% A HH P |

The result is a growing pool of susceptible young people vulnerable to serious illness.

% susceptible young people ﬁmﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁ?m%Uﬁmﬁ
I

Hepatitis A is no longer a benign childhood infection; it is an emerging public health
concern.
%Hepatitis A 3(d T JIYRU §9YF DI SHART Tal %; g Udh emerging public health concern
I

The good news is that Hepatitis A is entire reventable

WWH’G’%% Hepatitis A@T‘R—&' %ﬂ'ﬂ

Both live-attenuated and inactivated vaccines offer protectlon rates exceeding 90 to 95%,
with immunity lasting for at least 15 to 20 years — often lifelong.

3! live-attenuated 3R inactivated vaccines 90 | 95% 3 3% TRET U Rl g, st
fReT HH 3 HH 15 | 20 FIA — HRR AR — d% Gl 6|
India has its own indigenous success story here.

HRd P TgT 3T W=h Jhadl Bt beri gl

Biological E’s Biovac-A, a live-attenuated vaccine developed domestically, has been used
in the private sector for more than two decades with excellent safety and efficacy records.

Biological E 3 Biovac-A, T Rl live-attenuated daiH, st &7 & & gzl & iftre
TG q IUANT &1 J1E! ], 3R 3P safety 3R efficacy Rble 3PV |
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Unlike typhoid vaccines, Hepatitis A vaccines do not face issues of waning
immunity, antibiotic resistance, or carrier states.

cIghig s AR & ﬁtlﬂﬂ, %.aag%\:r A dRIF B waning immunity, antibiotic
resistance, Ul carrier states St gEEnaft ot gl ol BRI Jsdrl
A single dose of the live vaccine can confer durable, long-term protection.
Live vaccine &1 Udh _Eﬁ YR durable, long-term protection gl $HX Tt %I
From a public health perspective, it is a model vaccine: safe, effective, long-
lasting, and ALREADY MADE IN INDIA.

qIaei-dh WY & %@W 1?[, g Udh \’rﬂ'c{QfaH@:[ %: safe, effective, long-lasting,
3R yRd A g | fAffa

Both typhoid and Hepatitis A cause significant iliness, but their epidemiology and control
prospects differ sharply.

3N BUeTefed A 1 R ol Uer #Ra &, A 57 HemRI-fagH iR o
& HUTaTIaf § TERT SR ¢
Typhoid mortality has declined with prompt antibiotic treatment and better sanitation,
though antimicrobial resistance remains a concern.

Prompt antibiotic treatment 3R QG?R' WIAar CIRWILS HY o} o wa &H"—;f % BTt
antimicrobial resistance 314 4t fRiar %1 fawg B

Hepatitis A, on the other hand, strikes indiscriminately across socio-economic groups,
lacks specific treatment, and increasingly affects older children and young adults, where
the disease is more severe.

TR 3R, BueTsiew A Tt araire-3nfife THgl & T U ¥ guifad ol 8, 39!
:Eggfigqﬁgegﬁtg%ntqﬁ%, 3R 78 ISt A 9 T 3R gareii &Y yHIfdd B @1 8, S SR
T |

Measurable Criteria

HIP

When judged by measurable criteria — disease burden, vaccine efficacy, durability, cost-
effectiveness, and programmatic simplicity — the balance tilts decisively toward Hepatitis
A.
V9 disease burden, vaccine efficacy, durability, cost-effectiveness, 3R programmatic
simplicityaﬁmqﬁﬁ@\’rﬁmm, aWWW@mAaTU&IﬁW%I
It is the low-hanging fruit of vaccine-preventable diseases.
Yo AR F AT ST Gp+ arent Tt 7 low-hanging fruit %I
India could begin by introducing Hepatitis A vaccination in States that have experienced
repeated outbreaks or show declining antibody prevalence.
HRd repeated outbreaks @?ﬁ aret a1 declining antibody prevalence feam ara At &

A APTHIU = HR T g |
The vaccine can be co-administered with existing boosters such as DPT or MR, using the
same infrastructure.

Ig dRIH DPT I MR S TI[El T3¢y & A1 co-administered $1 S Tl g, 3R dal
infrastructure SUIRT 3T ST WhaT 5|
Periodic serosurveys can track population immunity and guide expansion.

Periodic serosurveys WQ@T&H@% IR TP g 3R IR &1 Anfeef a= w&a B

This phased approach aligns with the UIP’s proven model of gradual, evidence-based
rollout.

Yg phased approach, UIP ¥ Rz Aisa @ Ad @1l % S fR-¢fR 3R Treg-smenia Aaqsm3e
W ATYIRA &

Rational Sequencing of Vaccination

EIBTHRT BT AT PH

This is not an argument against typhoid vaccination; it is a plea for rational sequencing.
g typhoid vaccination & faaw ab T8t %; g rational sequencing P AR %I

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page45


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

o Typhoid control is important, but Hepatitis A control is both easier and more cost-
effective at this stage.
Typhoid control ﬂ%c_cl'qgjf% dfe ST RO A Hepatitis A control easier 3R more cost-
effective %I

o The disease burden is substantial, the vaccine is home-grown, and the science is clear.
Disease burden §&] % vaccine home-grown % 3R science oy %I

¢ India’s Immunisation Programme: A Record of Foresight
YRA BT SBTHIV HTAHH: gref® o1 Rpis

¢ India’s immunisation programme has repeatedly shown foresight — from the early inclusion
of Hepatitis B to the introduction of rotavirus and pneumococcal vaccines.
HRd & IBIHR HRIHH 3 IR-IR foresight [GATS § — Hepatitis B &1 TR A B
Y AFR rotavirus 3R pneumococcal vaccines &t [P 3HTd ddh |

e Adding Hepatitis A would be a natural next step in that continuum of progress.

Hepatitis A & ST 39 UIfd & %H H T natural next step 81T

Holding up GLASS to India; securing
stewardship to tackle AMR

Antimicrobial resistance in India is a ‘serious and escalating threar, with resistance rates among the highest in the world: comprehensive action is

needed. including surveillance, rational antibiotic use, public awareness, and sustained funding to reduce AMR and protect community health

Ramya Kannan

round mid-October 2025, when
the World Health Organisation
(WHO) released its Global

antibiotic resistance
surveillance report 2025 (GLASS), there
was hardly any surprise in the quarters in
which antimicrobial resistance usually
gets a rise. No one was surprised that
antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in India “is
aserious and escalating threat, with
resistance rates among the highest in the
world”

The report, which draws on data from
over 100 countries, noted: In 2023,
approximately one in three bacterial
infections in India were resistant to
commonly used antibiotics, mirraring
severe trends across South-East Asia.
Globally, the report said, one in six
confirmed infections were resistant, with
India disproportionately affected due to
factors including high infectious disease

, overuse and misuse of
antibiotics, and gaps in surveillance and
healthcare infrastructure.

For India, the report underlined the
following aspects: High resistance rates to
‘major antibiotics, especially in serious
infections such as those caused by E.coli,
Klebsiella pneumoniae, and
Staphylococcus aureus, particularly in
hospital ICUs; the challenging factors that
aggravate AMR are widespread
over-the-counter antibiotic access,
self-medication, incomplete courses,
environmental contamination (from
pharmaceutical manufacturing and
hospital waste), and uneven enforcement
of regulations.

The report also provided a hat tip to
national initiatives such as the National

diseases specialist, also touches upon the
issue of inconsistent representation. “This
is a vast nation with huge diversity, we
need to have [AMR surveillance] centres
spread across the country. Unless we

GETTY IMAGES

importance of the bacterial world in our
life,” she said during a recent webinar on
Antimicrobial Resistance — A Global
Health Security Crisis organised by the
AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF), in

ion with the University of Miami

correctly i ibility patterns,
‘we may be drawing erroneous
conclusions.”

The WHO too urges for pl

Public Health Policy Lab.
Ella Bal.asa pall[-nt advm'ale and
hed out the same

nationwide surveillance, rational
antibiotic use, and stronger regulation,
wamlng that without urgent

and
the growing lab network in India, in
trying to stem the tide, but concluded
that several significant issues remain to be
addressed, including insufficient funding
and limited coordination between
human, animal, and environmental
health.

While India participates actively in
GLASS, most surveillance data comes
from tertiary hospitals, not fully
representing the community or rural
areas. Notably, India enrolled in the
WHO's GLASS in 2017.

Incomplete data

Abdul Ghafur, senior consultant,
infectious diseases, says: “The AMR levels
in India are among the highest globally,
particularly for gram-negative pathogens.
This is entirely consistent with the
national surveillance data from ICMR's
AMRSN / -AMRSS and NCDC's NARS-Net.”
Th

, routine infections in India
mny increasingly become untreatable,
leading to higher mortality and pressure
on the healthcare system.

Kerala model
A key factor for the worsening situation is
attributed to snail’s pace progress on
implementation of India’s National Action
Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance
(NAP-AMR). “While the national
framework set a strong vision in 2017,
only a few States have formally launched
or operationalised their State Action Plans
on AMR; even among these, most remain
in the very early stages of execution,” Dr.
Ghafur explains.

Apart from Kerala, no other State has
done anything significant in terms of
AMR, adds Dr. The

theme. “Awareness is really valuable. I
would suggest we bring together large
non profit groups, bring a face to the
crisis and problem. That is the way by
which we can get the general population
to relate to the issue more e:snly That is

company that is developing novel class of
broad-spectrum antibacterial agents and
immunotherapies, poins out that several
antibiotics have been launched in the last
two years. In India, the approval of the
CDSCO has been granted to four new
antibiotic candidates while six other
candidates have received approval for use

obally.

He adds: “What is encouraging is that
the 2024 WHO report on the antibiotic
development pipeline shows a modest
increase in antibacterial agenrs, with 97
candidates in clinical and preclinical
stages in 2023 versus just 80 in 2021.
Unfortunately, the pipeline res s thin
in terms of truly innovative antibiotics.
Only 12 of the 32 traditional antibiotics in
development meet WHO innovation
criteria (new class, new mode of action,
no cross-resistance), and just four target
WHO's highest priority critical pathogens,
particularly MDR Gram-negative
bacteria.”

Dr. Sambandamurthy says the
availability of newer antibiotics in India
does have the potential to significantly
alter the AMR landscape. But, despite this
sliver of hope, the current clinical
pipeline and recenty-approved
antibiotics are insufficient to tackle the
global AMR challenge given the significant
gaps in their spectrum, and availability
across Low and Middle Income Countries
(LMIC).

He says “new antibiotics should
possess novel mechanisms of action or
belong to new classes that bypass existing
resistance pathways. They must target
WHO's highest priority MDR pathogens,
including carbapenem-resistant
Enterobacterales and Acinetobacter
baumannii. In addition, demonstrating
broad efficacy against MDR strains,
offering both oral and intravenous
formulations, and having a strong sa&«y

file al. F

currently where we have the
AMR to the general population is abstract.
We must humanise it, and bring it into
their lives, that's how we are going to
bring solutions.”

Colistin ban
One significant intervention that has
benefitted the country is the 2019 ban on
colistin — being widely used as a growth
agent in animal husbandry in India until
then. Dr. Ramasubramanian says:
“Intuitively, we know it will help, but
quantification of how much it has helped
will only be possible after long-term
studies”. Simply and
i i State and

Kerala Antimicrobial Resistance Strategic
Action Plan was rolled out in 2018 and
took the path of inter-sectoral

surveillance networks for AM; in India
Dr. Ghafur says, these datasets have a
fundamental limitation in that they
largely originate from top tertiary care
haspitals (medical colleges or referral
centres) where severe, complicated
infections and high antibiotic pressure are
common. “This does not incorporate
bacterial susceptibility data from the vast
network of secondary or primary care
haospitals, which see very different patient
populations, antibiotic usage patterns,
and microbiological ecologies. The result
is that the national “resistance rates” we
cite are likely a biased overestimate of the
country-wide averagt- n:ncmug the
rather
than the Iulldnsmhunon of resistance.”
V. Ramasubramanian, senior infectious
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and One Health to handle
AMR. The State went on to launch
“AMRITH" (Antimicrobial Resistance
Intervention for Total Health) in January
2024 to stop the over-the-counter (OTC)
sale of antibiotics. In the latest
antibiogram released by the State
government, a slight dip has been noticed
in AMR levels.

AMR literacy

Kerala also aims to become
antibiotic-literare by December 2025
through awareness programmes and
proper antibiotic use initiatives. Yewande
Alimi, One Health Unit Lead, Africa CDC,
says the key now is for the world to have a
basic understanding of the role of
bacteria. “We need to spread

information very early about the

national policies on AMR will go a long
way in ameliorating the situation, he
adds.

There is little doubt that but for
pockets of progress, India's antibiotics.
stewardship is all but flailing and needs
resuscitation. The thing is we do know
what to do, experts say. For a first, it is
essential o bring in more cenres
reporting resistance, Dr. Ghafur insists:
“To obtain truly representative national
estimates, India must adopt a full-network
model: draw in the 500+ NABL labs that
already exist, and invest in building
microbiology capacity in peripheral and
primary care tiers.”

Newer antibiotics

Tackling the problem from the otl
would be to develop nrwr:ram‘m
models. Vasan b hy, Senior

antibiotics should suppress funhﬂ
resistance development, be accessible
and affordable globally, especially in
LMICs, and align with antimicrobial
stewardship principles.”

Global efforts and funding
It’s important to understand the role of
the AMR Industry Alliance in countering
AMR globally. Dr. Sambandamurthy who
siumdieh:ardnflhsaﬂmnceszysdm
ion aims at accelerating
dlmvery and development of new
antibiotics and diagnostic tools and
strengthening equitable access to
antibiotics, especially in LMICs, and
implementing responsible antibiotic
manufacturing standards.

Ultimately, funding shortages need to
be tackled head on, Dr. Ghafur stresses:
“Beyond the modest surveillance funding
and a few innovation grants, there has
been very little sustained financial or
policy i Industry
public awareness, and innavation funding
are sporadic and small in scale” This
needs to change.

Just around the corner, this year's
World AMR Awareness Week (18-24
November) urges the world to “Act Now:
Protect Our Present, Secure Our Future.”
For India, it means embracing the
staggering breadth of the problem and
employing multi-pronged strategies that
will improve its stewardship, resulting in
reducing the rates of AMR in the

ity. If one State has managed to

Vice President at Bugworks Research Inc,
a clinical stage biopharmaceutical
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do that, then it is proof that what seems
like a tide can indeed be stemmed.

Holding up GLASS to India; securing stewardship to tackle AMR
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¢ Antimicrobial resistance in India is a ‘serious and escalating threat’, with resistance
rates among the highest in the world; comprehensive action is needed, including
surveillance, rational antibiotic use, public awareness, and sustained funding to reduce

AMR and protect community healthHIRd T t{?ﬂ'ﬁ]?,ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁ feRiY T TR MR ﬁ%‘cﬁ gé
WY 2, TRy g § gee SO | T e $IaTE ) nawdedr ¢, R FRr,
THETd T d SUANT, ATdeT~1d SRR, @?AMRH%WWH%HWNW
@1 T FA & forg PR farrarrorzm e 8

o Around mid-October 2025, when the World Health Organisation (WHO) released its
Global antibiotic resistance surveillance report 2025 (GLASS), there was hardly any
surprise in the quarters in which antimicrobial resistance usually gets a rise. HH-
STEER 2025 F YU, VT {3y TRY [T (WHO) 7 U=t Ay tdiargifes ufarity
oAt feai 2025 (GLASS) WY @, dt 3 &A1 | w81 TS hifeud iRy AR IR
gf uran 8, IS smerd =g gam|

¢ No one was surprised that antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in India “is a serious and
escalating threat, with resistance ratesamong the highest in the world.”
Tt gan fs mﬁqﬂnﬁﬁﬁuauﬁmu (AMR) TR 3R 9t g3 WavT ¢, trﬁR’r%r
aigﬁtnfr TR S AT

e The report, which draws on data from over 100 countries, noted: In 2023, approximately
one in three bacterial infections in India were resistant to commonly used antibiotics,

mirroring severe trends across South-East Asia. ﬁ'lﬁ'é S 100 | 3ffre %Qﬁ ATATWR
e &, 7 Fite fasam: 2023 &, URG & TTUT T | AT SR HURITARG: SUGNT
T oI+ aret Tdarafead & ufertdh 2, gféror-gd vimr o A vk St @1 ufafdfea
Hd gl

o Globally, the reportsaid, one in sixconfirmed infections were resistant, with
Indiadisproportionately affecteddue to factorsincludinghigh infectious disease burden,
overuse and misuse of antibiotics, and gaps in surveillance and healthcare

infrastructure. 3@ ¥ |, NI 3 w1, B8 A tHyy Gwmavmiarid J, URasrge ©v
| TUTFRIGPRUN & G, Qﬂﬁ@ﬁﬂq%aﬁmw@ﬂ 3R goaT, IR PR IR @R
Jarsii giardt g § Rfdaat & sRror

e For India, the report underlined the following aspects: High resistance rates to major
antibiotics, especially in serious infections such as those caused by E.coli, Klebsiella
pneumoniae, and Staphylococcus aureus, particularly in hospital ICUs; the challenging
factors that aggravate AMR are widespread over-the-counter antibiotic access, self-
medication, incomplete courses, environmental contamination (from pharmaceutical

manufacturing and hospital waste) and uneven enforcement of regulations. YRd &

forg, fed 3 FFafafad usqah o Yaifed o e tdamifesd & fon g= uferiy ¥,
ﬁﬁwwﬁwﬁvwﬁﬁ@@ém aﬁﬁmq#ﬂq 3R Rftraeied ifad
GRT BRI A1, fIRly & H3RYEret ICUs W; AMR 1 9¢14 a1t gAY PRSI 3fiaR-
g-PI3ex Tlamifes Ugd, ¥a-adl, ertpfvm yafavuita ygwur (wrategfewa fafmfor
3R 3RYATe PR ), aﬁvﬁuﬁ%muﬂ?ﬁ%

o The reportalso provided a hat tip to national initiatives such as the National Programme
on AMR Containment and the growing lab network in India, in trying to stem the tide, but
concluded that several significant issuesremain to be addressed, including insufficient
funding and limited coordination between human, animal, and environmental health.

A = gia vgen @ ot S feu § S AMR fraor 1R I Sried Sk URd H Ted A
Acadh, R P Ab B B T, WWW%%WW%W
& forg, forew st famataor siR a1g, Uy, oIk wafavoiia w@reas
TSI B |

¢ While Indiaparticipates actively in GLASS, most surveillance datacomes from tertiary
hospitals, not fully representing the community or rural areas. Safd YRAGLASS &

IhT U | U T 5, fwiRr AR Sergdius sruaral 3 3irar €, THer a1 arftor
a3 o) gof = | ufafifira=el a=a gul
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Notably, Indiaenrolled in the WHO’s GLASS in 2017. ST ¥4 ¥, HRAWHO &
GLASS T 2017 4 =mfira gl

Incomplete data

3rquf SeT

Abdul Ghafur, senior consultant, infectious diseases, says: “The AMR levels in India are
among the highest globally, particularly for gram-negative pathogens. This is entirely
consistent with the national surveillance data from ICMR’s AMRSN / i-AMRSS and

**NCDC’s NARS-Net.” g TR, IYY TAGPHR, WHTHS I, H§d ¢ “UIRd H AMR
wWRAY® ¥ 4 a8 $aH A%, U YUH-TBRIAS UYSH! & (7| I8 T8
AT ST O It o I 8 ICMR & AMRSN / i-AMRSS 3{R NCDC & NARS-Net ¥ 1"
These are two complementary surveillance networks for AMR in India. T YRT H AMR &
U g 3@ FRT Aead ¢ |

Dr. Ghafursays, these datasets have a fundamental limitation in that they largely
originate from top tertiary care hospitals (medical colleges or referral centres) where

severe, complicated infections and high antibiotic pressure are common. SI.

g, ¥ Ser¥ie | Us M Wi § & 3 < qdias davra sruarel @fsea siaw a1
IBA Hel) § GBI U A IS 5Id & orgl TR, Sfed Jshuur 3k = warifes
SETTHH B |

“This does not incorporatebacterial susceptibility data from the vast network of
secondary or primary care hospitals, which see very different patient populations,
antibiotic usage patterns, and microbiological ecologies. “Ug i

D! WA Il gt a1 UTAfe SWHTE STaral & fa=me Aedd O, off 9gd fua
M Srard, THame® IuAT de, 3R gersiafagrt nifRufaes dxdEa B

The result is that the national “resistance rates” we cite are likely a biased overestimate
of the country-wide average — reflecting the more extreme end of the spectrumrather

than the full distribution of resistance.” Uf¥UIY Ig 8 f& g4 3G TRy g3 aRI-
Y i &1 gatufea sifa Pt UG § — WA & WY 3 B
ufafafad wrd gu ufeRiy &1 ol faavor & soma”

V. Ramasubramanian, senior infectious diseases specialist, also touches upon the
issue of inconsistent representation. &Y. IAGTHUGH, TRT JshTHS I fa=Iv, ST
wfafafiea & ge W oft Tu=xf ava €

“This is a vast nation with huge diversity, we need to have [AMR surveillance]
centresspreadacross the country. “dg U® fa=ma MY % forema fafauar & g1y, E!f[ 3'52'[ RH
Td gUHEN B ATTRIDRT 3|

Unless we correctly interpretsusceptibility patterns, we may be drawingerroneous
conclusions.” ST A& g Hdg-RIerdT Ue- o Wel & | RS 7 &<, §H Tad

THd g 1"

The WHOtoo urges for more complete nationwide surveillance, rational antibiotic use,
and stronger regulation, warning that without urgent improvements, routine infections
in Indiamay increasingly become untreatable, leading to higher mortality and pressure

on the healthcare system. WHO *t 3if¥1& quf R,

IYTNT, 3R AT faf e & o Smrg #Rar g, 3d gU i depTa QURIP fam,

%ﬂmm@wmﬁmiﬁmaﬁwmq?mﬁ
g

Kerala model
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e A key factor for the worsening situation is attributed to snail’s pace progress on
implementation of India’s National Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance (NAP-

AMR). farrst fRufa & g v g1 PR URT & I8 TEmEmifea ufoRly W $Rars
ST (NAP-AMR) & SHi~aa+ R 918 91 7fa wifa &1 SR s mi 2|

o “While the national frameworkset a strong vision in 2017, only a few States have
formally launched or operationalised their State Action Plans on AMR; even among
these, most remain in the very early stages of execution,” Dr. Ghafur explains.

“STGfPRIPIT ST = 2017 H TP Herqa efofrufia &, Wwﬁwﬁmmﬁr{
TITS DI AMR IR ATRIGING &U I dl a1 a1 "anferd o, agi 9@ feg=™ 1,
ARPIRIPTIIau & Igd RIS RN F 7§ ¢ " SF. THRARSN IR 3|

e Apart from Kerala, no other State has done anything significant in terms of AMR, adds
Dr. Ramasubramanian. Hd & 3@, Hﬁi 3= T 4 AMR & Tgf & [d3) it
HEQYUI-E! fbdl, ST IAYTAVGHwISA 3|

e The Kerala Antimicrobial Resistance Strategic Action Plan was rolled out in 2018 and
took the path of inter-sectoral collaborations and One Health to handle AMR.

TSHTSHIfead UfeRie YUFfa® $RATS gie12018 & Al 31 715 3R AMR &I SYTAH &
o1y 3feR-g=fia WEait 37k a1 3 & TY ! ST |

e The State went on to launch “AMRITH” (Antimicrobial Resistance Intervention for Total
Health) in January 2024 to stop the over-the-counter (OTC) sale of antibiotics. Ig A

SR QT “AMRITH” (@1cd aed & fore TtuTswifaud ufoRiY g%aaid) & Si=ast 2024 &
Al T34 & ol TS & siiaR-g-P1aex (OTC) faspt ! A & faw|

¢ In the latest antibiogram released by the State government, a slight dip has been noticed
in AMR levels. I5d OGN GRI ARIFAFGH TSGR T, AMR wRI 0 gt

DTS B

AMR literacy
AMR HT&RdT

o Kerala also aims to become antibiotic-literate by December 2025 through awareness
programmes and proper antibiotic use initiatives. el Qﬂﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁﬁ
HIER I T fEHaR 2025 T ANRESHAT BRIGH 3R ﬁamwmﬁ?
AT I |

¢ Yewande Alimi, One Health Unit Lead, Africa CDC, says the keynow is for the world to
have a basic understanding of the role of bacteria. dqre GIFﬂ'lﬂ, CL} %?I‘qﬁ?iﬂ%'
3pieT WSRA, el € [ poltsmaadiivar o et o1 gardt argr waq & o giemn
& U eI G|

o “We need to spread informationvery early about the importance of the bacterial world in
our life,” she saidduring a recent webinar on Antimicrobial Resistance — A Global
Health Security Crisisorganised by the AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF), in
collaboration with the University of Miami Public Health Policy Lab. “FUTDRI
! ATIPT § Igd TeIgHR oita 3 SFINaa gfrar & agayufar & IR & I HaT
% g1 Bt AfR® SRATAAE ST UfaRIy R — T Affe W Y& Ydheusd
TRIFIR BT (AHF) GRT SR, framdt Ryfieray wrdwfe e iy @9
AT ||

o Ella Balasa, patient advocate and consultant, also fleshed out the same theme. TdI
a1, I RIHR 3R FageR, 7 H At v o! fawar

o “Awareness is really valuable. | would suggest we bring togetherlarge non profit
groups, bring a face to the crisis and problem. That is the way by which we can get the
general population to relate to the issuemore easily. That is currently where we have the
disconnect: AMR to the general population is abstract. We must humanise it, and bring
it into their lives, that’s how we are going to brlng solutions.” ‘Wﬁw
21 H ggma ot i 59 92 IR-ATHPT) TE! B U WY A, Wohe SR FHEI B U e

Page49

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

| 98 T8t & SRR 59 M S ) e Yaftd 31 9hd § it e || 98
FAH | g 581 §9RT fawde 8: AMRYUTHIRI SIFRIET & ol 3nget 31 89 39 WA S
TR, 3R AP Sitad H a1 1LY, 7Y aiwT B o g9 qHIer—andt |

Colistin ban

wiferfee ufady

One significant intervention that has benefitted the country is the 2019 ban on colistin —
being widely used as a growth agent in animal husbandry in Indiauntil then. U

TEIEY ST 31 1 aTH U 98 2019 HifaRe faae § — a9 P URd J uuTe
gfS Tole & =0 A rue =9 J SUNT {1 o1 &7

Dr. Ramasubramaniansays: “Intuitively, we know it will help, but quantification of how
much it has helpedwill only be possibleafter long-term studies”. SI.

AYTATIADE ¢
“HgH ¥U V, 1 WA ¢ T8 Heg HUT, Afch fhaeT I8 Uag 31 T8 ¢ SUDI HFABIBIUTHad
Srdepifere sreaail & o1c & EHT SNTI”
Simply and consistently implementingState and national policies on AMRwill go a long
way in ameliorating the situation, he adds. dX¥d IR FRREUT
HHoafAMR TR fRUfS & GuR= & da1 IRArengit, a8 sisd § |
There is little doubt that but for pockets of progress, India’s antibiotics stewardship is all
but failing and needs resuscitation. ﬁﬁ Hﬂ's’ GEl %‘ & ynifa & sigis 3{elTdl, HIRd @1

TSUAERTH fIwd §1 31 ¢ o TSR &1 STl g
The thing is %ve do knowwhat to do, expertssay. e 98 % TH EIEC) % T HRAT %
I

For a first, it is essential to bring inmore centresreporting resistance, Dr. Ghafurinsists:
“To obtain truly representativenational estimates, Indiamust adopt a full-network
model: draw in the 500+ NABL labs that already exist, and invest in building

microbiology capacity in peripheral and primary care tiers.” ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁm uﬁﬁuﬁﬁ—é
T oA & forg, mﬁqﬁﬁa&m&mmﬁq 500+ NABL%&W@ u—s'a
A Hivg ©, iR uivdr ok wrfires Saura &Rl & ggaeitafagm &mmﬁnfwﬁﬁamﬁl"

Newer antibiotics

U ttaraifesy

Tackling the problem from the other side would be to develop newer antibiotic models.
U &) gad 3R ¥ fAger 9u tdiamifes arsal &! fasRia w1 ghm|

Vasan Sambandamurthy, Senior Vice President at Bugworks Research Inc, a clinical
stage biopharmaceutical company that is developing novel class of broad-spectrum
antibacterial agents and |mmunotherap|es points out that several antibiotics have been

launched in the last two years. GTEI- , Faad fad g o 9y IuTwe, Th
feafoa w ST o 7S AR B ATTP- tewifad Teey
aﬁ%sqa‘rﬁi‘d’ta%%ﬁmm?‘eﬁ%, T F2a & 5 Rrod o aul & 3% v st
guel

In India, the approval of the CDSCO has been granted to four new antibiotic candidates
while six other candidates have received approval for use globally. YRAd 4, CDSCO &1

AR AT tAarfee Suficar) @i €t 7% © Safe 8 o Iuficar) 7 dfye IuaT &
forg srgafayTeE @t 8|

He adds: “What is encouraging is that the 2024 WHO report on the antibiotic
development pipelineshows a modest increase in antibacterial agents, with 97

candidates in clinical and preclinical stages in 2023versusjust 80 in 2021. agﬁﬁs?r% Sei|
TIeTe T 31 ¢ 98 2024 WHO Rl 2 tdamiies R ursuars | o téasdiad
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wolcw d weH gfafemmd 8, 2023 ¥ fFafea sk yd-fFafea wvull o 97 Iwfiqar) &
1Y 2021 H Had 80 & S|

Unfortunately, the pipelineremains thin in terms of truly innovative antibiotics. Only 12
of the 32 traditional antibiotics in developmentmeet WHO innovation criteria (new class,
new mode of action, no cross-resistance), and just fourtarget WHO’s highest priority
crltlcal pathogens, particularly MDR Gram- negatlve bacterla 'g’

S LERGIENNERE]
¥ T & uach o9 % 2 | R A 32 URUR® vdlamaifeed A @ Had

12WHO TaMR HFGS! & [T IR § (A3 A0l 701 SRars 7S, B spra-uferiy 78, 3R
$90 IRWHO & I=aH UTYTHdT Hgeaqul Tyl & aférd a8, iy ¥u I MDR
Y-ABRIHAD ST |”
Dr. Sambandamurthysays the availability of newer antlblotlcs in India does have the
potential to significantly alter the AMR landscape. 31 R‘lﬁﬂ'{ﬁﬁﬁ %ﬁ? YRa o Gy
TEaRAed ! SUASIATAMR UREXT & HgeqUi U | IGa ! &HdT 39l o

But, despite this sliver of hope, the current clinical pipeline and recently-approved
antibiotics are insufficient to tackle the global AMR challengegiven the significant gaps
in their spectrum, and avallabllltyacrossLow and Middle Income Countries (LMIC). ﬁﬁv_—f,
39 3ITRM | FADS qTdelg, TAHM [T d Tguens iR gTa ol o
mmmﬁwﬁm 3R 7 SR werw 3ma arat =M (Lmic) &
SUARAT $I ¢Wd gUAYH AMR T I fued & fou sroafe &)

He says “new antibioticsshould possessnovel mechanisms of action or belong to new
classes that bypass existing resistance pathways. They must targetWHO’s highest
priority MDR pathogens, including carbapenem-resistant Enterobacterales and
Acinetobacter baumannii. In addition, demonstrating broad efficacy against MDR
strains, offering both oral and intravenous formulations, and having a strong safety
profile are essential. Furthermore, these antibioticsshould suppressfurther resistance
development, be accessible and affordable globally, especially in LMICs, and align with

antimicrobial stewardship principles.” dg am?r% W@E@ﬁ?\‘l ﬁqéaw‘rim%m%
a1feT a1 7S AOrN T 3= g St Wieer uferier gaY &) IrIuUrT 9% | d WHO & S=Tad
AP AT MDR TUSTHI &1 @férd &1 a1fee, o eraftaw-ufeRidh tedadiRaed sik
THRddeer SRy 8 | 39 sifaf¥ed, MDR R & fRaas s
THTTHTRAT T, MfR® 3R 91 & G BIHARMYGH B, 3R Aoiqd & Nwrsd
TG I § | 3 3raraT, B TSaraifewysmy uforty faera &1 gar anfi, 3y« =v
gugauﬁwsﬁvwa,ﬁﬁwmﬁmmsﬁ,ahmﬁuﬁwwﬁmﬁ$w
"

Global efforts and funding

Ay yar 3N faraiyor

It's important to understand the role of the AMR Industry Alliance in countering
AMRglobally. AMR Industry Alliance &' Yf¥®T & THSFTHEEYUl § AMR &1 3fy® =u q
YTl H 1 |

Dr. Sambandamurthy who sits on the board of this alliancesays the organisationaims at
accelerating discovery and development of new antibiotics and diagnostic tools and
strengthening equitable access to antibiotics, especially in LMICs, and implementing
responsible antibiotic manufacturing standards. S1. Ha¢Hfd ol $U TedeH & dI8 W
95d § P84 ¢ [ WS $I L34 ¢ ¢ Tdtaraifea 3R g Suaon o1 @i 3R faera
HI A BT 3R TRy I fAeaer ugd &) weigg &1, IRy =7 | LMIcs #, 3R
foreR tdamaifes fafmior st & sraffa s=a

Ultimately, funding shortagesneed to be tackled head on, Dr. Ghafurstresses: “Beyond
the modest surveillance funding and a few innovation grants, there has been very little
sustained financial or policy investment. Industry engagement public awareness, and
innovation funding are sporadic and small in scale.” 3[dd: , faraiwor &t it ?ﬁ#ﬁﬁ
HTHAT BT TSI, ST, THR < & e PR fredior 3R $B TAER G W,
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9gd ®H AR faxitg o ifa P gen 81 se

AR fAAUUISRTSd SR BIeaR H & 1"
o This needs to change. T8 URad & ATaegdT B |
o Just around the corner, this year’s World AMR Awareness Week (18—24 November)
urges the world to “Act Now: Protect Our Present, Secure Our Future.” 99 PH &

U, 39 99 91 fay AMR SITRE&dT1 Gwg 18-24W)§ﬁrmﬁamm%"enﬁ

asm‘ﬁ TUR THT B T&T B9, Bwﬁmﬁwaﬁw&raﬁr’

o Forlindia, it meansembracing the staggering breadth of the problem and employing
multi-pronged strategies that will improve its stewardship, resulting in reducing the

rates of AMR in the community. ‘H'RT'[Q?']%TQ tramﬁﬁma%ﬁw{aﬁﬁﬂwm

YrfieR), GrdwifIe SRe®dr, 3R

3R gg-3marHt Torifaat &) AR 3 &7 o § ST 39 ydeH & guratt,
URUMHTI=UTYGR § AMR &R0 &) HH & 1|

+ If one State has managed to do that, then it is proof that what seems like a tide can indeed

be stemmed. 3R U Iy - 98 B4 H Y adl UTS g, O I8 YHIUI ¢ P S SR o1 Uit

BT ¢ 98 9d ARIPI o bl g
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SC bats for protection of pristine
sal forest in Jharkhand’s Saranda

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday directed the
Jharkhand government to
declare 31,468.25 hectares
(approximately 314 sq.
km.) of the Saranda forest
area as a wildlife sanctu-
ary, balancing biodiversity
protection with sustaina-
ble iron ore mining.

“The State cannot run
away from its duty to de-
clare the extent of
31,468.25 hectares as Sa-
randa Wildlife Sanctuary,”
a Bench headed by Chief
Justice of India B.R. Gavai
observed in the judgment.

Part of the ecosystem

Saranda is one of the
world’s most pristine sal
forests, the court noted. It
is home to critically endan-
gered species, including

The court said that 314 sq. km.
of the Saranda forest should be
a wildlife sanctuary.

the endemic sal forest tor-
toise, four-horned ante-
lope, Asian palm civet, and
wild elephants. For centu-
ries, the area has been in-
habited by the Ho, Munda,
Uraon and allied Adivasi
communities whose sub-
sistence and cultural tradi-
tions are intrinsically tied
to forest produce.

The Saranda forest divi-
sion also accounts for 26%
of India’s iron ore reserves.
The steel plants of SAIL
and Tata are critically de-
pendent on mining in this
area. Amicus curiae, senior
advocate K. Parameshwar,
had submitted to the court
that a judicial declaration
of the entire area as a wil-
dlife sanctuary would halt
mining and affect employ-
ment opportunities.

The hearings had seen
the Jharkhand government
dither about the area that
ought to be cordoned off
from mining and declared
a wildlife sanctuary. The
State had initially suggest-
ed that only 24,941.64 hec-
tares of forest area should
be declared a sanctuary,
arguing that “vital public
infrastructure” in the area
would have to be demol-
ished to make space for the

sanctuary. However, the
Jharkhand government la-
ter clarified in court that
31,468.25 hectares of forest
area, consisting of 126
compartments, neither
hosted mining activities
nor was used for any non-
forest use.

The court, in its judg-
ment, reminded Jhark-
hand that a “State has a
positive obligation and a
mandate to provide statu-
tory protection to forests
and wildlife and declare ec-
ologically significant areas
to be statutorily
protected”.

The Bench ordered the
Jharkhand government to
widely publicise that neith-
er the individual nor com-
munity rights of tribals and
forest dwellers in the Sa-
randa area will be adverse-
ly affected by the judg-
ment.

SC bats for protection of pristine sal forest in Jharkhand’s Saranda
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e SC bats for protection of pristine sal forest in Jharkhand’s Saranda
YRGS & W1 H 3fgd A1ed a1 1 JR&T & o1 oY DI wicha

e The Supreme Court on Thursday directed the Jharkhand government to declare
31,468.25 hectares (approximately 314 sq. km.) of the Saranda forest area as a
wildlife sanctuary, balancing biodiversity protection with sustainable iron ore
mining.
T DIE 7 TFAR Pl IRYS DR B ULST G &7 & 31,468.25 TFUR (ATHT 314
a7, fplt.) &l aaeita SrvaRvY 9iftid o &1 Adw faar, R Sta fafaerar dremn
3R FAd TIE AP W & d1g Te ST off T |

e “The State cannot run away from its duty to declare the extent of 31,468.25 hectares
as Saranda Wildlife Sanctuary,” a Bench headed by Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai observed in the judgment.

Iy 31,468.25 TICAR &F B TST IIGId HIRTY TV B B 3T B T HAT
;ﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁ’wmﬂma@miﬁmﬂm.mﬁawwwmﬁ
|

Part of the ecosystem
o 31 foar

e Saranda is one of the world’s most pristine sal forests, the court noted.
AT 3 HET b TS g1 & Jad g Ara a-f & § U g

e Itis home to critically endangered species, including the endemic sal forest
tortoise, four-horned antelope, Asian palm civet, and wild elephants.
T8 TR T4 A Upe U ysiifadl &1 R g, s @A qra Biee $geiT, R
w1 aren 7T, TR ur Rde, ok sl grft wnfia B

e For centuries, the area has been inhabited by the Ho, Munda, Uraon and allied
Adivasi communities whose subsistence and cultural traditions are intrinsically tied
to forest produce.
Tfedl ¥ ag &7 g1, HeT, Ia iR Has: Ifearit THeri 1 R 7T 5, for!
S{ToNfaeT 3R TRBTddH TRIRTY a7 IUST Y TTexTe 9 Il ¢ |

e The Saranda forest division also accounts for 26% of India’s iron ore reserves.
TSI I TYTT H YR & 26% HIg 30T HSR A 5|

¢ The steel plants of SAIL and Tata are critically dependent on mining in this area.
| (SAIL) 3R STeT & SN I 39 &7 T W W 3fAfds ARk g1

e Amicus curiae, senior advocate K. Parameshwar, had submitted to the court that a
judicial declaration of the entire area as a wildlife sanctuary would halt mining and
affect employment opportunities.
AT & TrHew F3ans faedl &. WRHOYR 2 ST [ IR &9 & aeid
SUIRTY T = U T I ST 3R AR & SR FHTAd 51|

o The hearings had seen the Jharkhand government dither about the area that ought to
be cordoned off from mining and declared a wildlife sanctuary.

FAATE & SR FRWS WBHR 3 d1d W 0oy A 38 b g &5 1 = | 3ramT
DR AYIRUY TN foar ST anfgu

e The State had initially suggested that only 24,941.64 hectares of forest area should
be declared a sanctuary, arguing that “vital public infrastructure” in the area would
have to be demolished to make space for the sanctuary.

T A BT T HET AT b Had 24,941.64 FFTR I &F DI STHIRUG TIfvd fobar
Y, T8 d% od U [ 39 &F H AN “Heyul Ardef~ie SraeRa=r & g1 ga|

e However, the Jharkhand government later clarified in court that 31,468.25 hectares
of forest area, consisting of 126 compartments, neither hosted mining activities nor
was used for any non-forest use.

BTdif J1¢ H SIRWS WHR A 3ferad A Wy fobar & 31,468.25 gaedR a1 &7, foragd
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126 HATIHE MAA €, H 7 O W1 fafafda gl § 3R 7 8 ool IR-g7 ISuam &

foTT 39T TN BT 5

e The court, in its judgment, reminded Jharkhand that a “State has a positive

obligation and a mandate to provide statutory protection to forests and wildlife and

declare ecologically significant areas to be statutorily protected”.

3[eTed A 3

HEayUl &1 &1 BT ©U I WA 9iftd HR 1
o The Bench ordered the Jharkhand government to widely publicise that neither the
individual nor community rights of tribals and forest dwellers in the Saranda

area will be adversely affected by the judgment.

Ui 3 IRTS WBHR D! I8 AUDH TU I YR B BT (Hexr fean b a1 a7 &

TRl 3k aaTRI & AferTa SR AHeRie feR 39 Mol 3 ufied

¥U ¥ gHIad Tl gl

fufa & RS 1 T1e feaman f sy &1 PRI SIfE iR
SHICRT § o 98 i SiR g=oiial ! dUTfe JR&MM UaH ) 3R uIikfRUfas & d

India’s carbon emission rise
slower this year, says report

In 2024, the country’s emissions grew by 4%, but a favourable monsoon, which cut demand for

cooling, and a growth in renewable energy use, limited the rise to 1.4%, says Global Carbon Project

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

ndia’s 2025 carbon
l emissions have in-
creased slowly com-
pared to last year. While
global carbon emissions
are expected to rise to 38
billion tonnes, or by 1.1%,
this year, the growth in In-
dia’s emissions is expected
to increase by 1.4%, accord-
ing to the Global Carbon
Project, an authoritative
tracker of fossil fuel emis-
sions. This is lower than in
recent years — in 2024, In-
dia’s emissions grew 4%
than the previous year.
The slower increase was
partly due to a favourable
monsoon that reduced
cooling demand, as well as
a “strong growth in renew-
able energy”, leading to
lower coal use.

Global emission trends

China’s emissions in 2025
are projected to increase
by 0.4% - also a slower
growth than in recent
years. This was due to a
“moderate growth in ener-
gy consumption combined

with an extraordinary
growth in renewable
energy.”

Keeping track: India is the third largest emitter of carbon dioxide

at 3.2 billion tonnes annually. FILE PHOTO

Emissions are projected
to grow in the United States
(+1.9%) and the European
Union (0.4%) in 2025.

Overall, India is the third
largest emitter of carbon at
3.2 billion tonnes annually
(2024), led by the U.S. (4.9
billion tonnes) and China
(12 billion tonnes). India’s
per capita emission is 2.2
tonnes of carbon dioxide
per year, the second lowest
among 20 of the largest
economies globally. Coal is
the major fuel type contri-
buting to India’s emissions.

The projected rise in
global fossil CO2 emissions
in 2025 is driven by all fuel

types: coal +0.8%, oil +1%,
natural gas +1.3%. Over the
20152024 period, emis-
sions from permanent de-
forestation remained high
around 4 billion tonnes of
CO2 per year, while perma-
nent removals through
reafforestation and forest
regrowth offsets about half
of the permanent defores-
tation emissions.

Total CO2 emissions —
the sum of fossil and land-
use change emissions —
have grown more slowly in
the past decade (0.3% per
year), compared to the pre-
vious decade (1.9% per
year). The remaining car-

bon budget to limit global
warming to 1.5°C is “vir-
tually exhausted”.

The remaining budget
for 1.5°C is 170 billion
tonnes of CO2, equivalent
to four years at the 2025
emissions levels.

“With CO2 emissions
still increasing, keeping
global warming below 1.5°C
is no longer plausible,” said
Professor Pierre Friedling-
stein, of Exeter’s Global
Systems Institute, who led
the study. “The remaining
carbon budget for 1.5°C,
170 billion tonnes of car-
bon dioxide, will be gone
before 2030 at current
emission rate. We estimate
that climate change is now
reducing the combined
land and ocean sinks - a
clear signal from Planet
Earth that we need to dra-

matically reduce
emissions.”

The latest numbers
come even as world leaders

are gathered in Belem, Bra-
zil, to attempt progress in
transitioning away from
fossil fuel use while also ne-
gotiating how to pay for the
costs of bolstering defence
against the effects of hu-
man-caused climate
change already underway.
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India’s carbon emission rise slower this year, says report

YRA & BT SToi | 39 a9 ¢ift gfs, Ruid @t 2

In 2024, the country’s emissions grew by 4%, but a
favourable monsoon, which cut demand for cooling,
and a growth in renewable energy use, limited the rise
to 1.4%, says Global Carbon Project.

2024 ¥, 3 P IO H 4% P TG g% , Al 3rgHe
AT, for & W A AL, IR BRI ot
SUgRT § gf q@aﬁu%a&nﬂﬁaw T
@wmﬂq;ﬁw’mm%

India’s 2025 carbon emissions have increased slowly
compared to last year. While global carbon emissions
are expected to rise to 38 billion tonnes, or by 1.1%, this year, the growth in India’s
emissions is expected to increase by 1.4%, according to the Global Carbon
Project, an authoritative tracker of fossil fuel emissions.

YR F 2025 HTa Ioqoi- U3d a¥f o g1 & 4R ¢ 8| STafes Yy =
ITelT 39 T 38 FARIET @ A1 1.1% de 31 IWiE §, HIRd & Iaoil J 1.4% P
q@g&r@m% TS ST WoE & STHR, S BIRTe R sl ST Ui

This is lower than in recent years — in 2024, India’s emissions grew 4% than the
previous year

Ig BT & T8I 9 FH & — 2024 H, YRT & Icui (U5 a9 4 4% §¢ U1

The slower increase was partly due to a favourable monsoon that reduced cooling
demand, as well as a “strong growth in renewable energy”, leading to lower coal
use.

it gfS &1 HRUT iR T F SIHe AHAGT T, foRA ST &1 A 9 F, 3R
Tt Sull § Aeigg gfe, O Srad & SuahT &t &H |

Global emission trends

IS TSI

China’s emissions in 2025 are projected to increase by 0.4% — also a slower
growth than in recent years. This was due to a “moderate growth in energy
consumption combined with an extraordinary growth in renewable energy.”

A & Ieai 2025 H 0.4% G- BT 3T 5 — S g1d & aui &I ga-T 3 ¢l gfG g
DT HRUT YT "SHell @ud | AeAH g 3R Tdtwvoita ot o sraramor gig |
Emissions are projected to grow in the United States (+1.9%) and the European
Union (0.4%) in 2025.

2025 T YT T (+1.9%) 3R GG T (0.4%) T IToi7 961 BT AT ¢ |
Overall, India is the third largest emitter of carbon at 3.2 billion tonnes annually
(2024), led by the U.S. (4.9 billion tonnes) and China (12 billion tonnes).

Fd HATHR, YR ERT G4 81 6@ ¢, 3.2 fafer= e ufaad (2024) & wmy,
wiafd AP (4.9 Rt &) ok 9 (12 fiftg &) 390 oM §)

India’s per capita emission is 2.2 tonnes of carbon dioxide per year, the second
lowest among 20 of the largest economies globally.

YR $1 9 safe Ieaei= 2.2 @ co, ufa adf g, 51 afye 20 w
SrfoqawTaif # gERT Had 4 8|

Coal is the major fuel type contributing to India’s emissions.

YR & IS H BIIar T e e A 7|

The projected rise in global fossil CO2 emissions in 2025 is driven by all fuel types:
coal +0.8%, oil +1%, natural gas +1.3%.

2025 ¥ Y BT CO, IS N A i T Se UBRT gRT Tanferd &
DI +0.8%, A +1%, ATH D AT +1.3% |
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Over the 2015-2024 period, emissions from permanent deforestation remained high
around 4 billion tonnes of CO, per year, while permanent removals through
reafforestation and forest regrowth offset about half of the permanent
deforestation emissions.

2015-2024 &1 3l H, TIRA 91 B Berg I IStoi oy 4 fafera= e=1 co, ufa
¥ 3T &1 3@, e 3R a9 Yo & TTed & ATt sra=iyr A
R HeTs & AT e IS Bi WRUTS B
Total CO,; emissions — the sum of fossil and land-use change emissions — have
grown more slowly in the past decade (0.3% per year), compared to the previous
decade (1.9% per year).

Fd CO, ST — BRI 3R YH-ITANT URTcH Seoi BT I — fUed av1d o
et wfa & 921 @ (0.3% ufa o), STafe 394 Usd & <21 H T 1.9% Ufd Iy |
The remaining carbon budget to limit global warming to 1.5°C is “virtually
exhausted”.

?gmq@aﬁmsmw@ﬁa&ﬁ%%uﬁqmﬁqw"aﬂwm"
T

The remaining budget for 1.5°C is 170 billion tonnes of CO,, equivalent to four
years at the 2025 emissions levels.

1.5°C & foTg =19 seie 170 fafera= €1 co, ©, Wi 2025 & IS FRT TR IR T4 &
R G|
“With CO, emissions still increasing, keeping global warming below 1.5°C is no
longer plausible,” said Professor Pierre Friedlingstein, of Exeter’s Global
Systems Institute, who led the study.

"CO, IS AAR §- & N, df¥es I gf @t 1.5°C I 2 T& T 3re Wya
8T §," T 31 & TE MR fUaR Issiidl=, Taier & diad Rier
$etede A ol
“The remaining carbon budget for 1.5°C, 170 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide, will be
gone before 2030 at current emission rate. We estimate that climate change is now
reducing the combined land and ocean sinks — a clear signal from Planet Earth
that we need to dramatically reduce emissions.”

“1.5°C & fore _W 170 fafera= €51 co,, IaHM IHol X IR 2030 & Ugd HHIW g1
ST | §9RT 3 ¢ fob Srearyg ufvad= s@ yfYy 3 HeRInR il & sra=iivor
T B! HH B 81 8 — Gt &1 3R T I8 WY Yohd ¢ & s Iegei- & U} Feledt
BT RN "

The latest numbers come even as world leaders are gathered in Belem, Brazil, to
attempt progress in transitioning away from fossil fuel use while also negotiating
how to pay for the costs of bolstering defense against the effects of human-
caused climate change already underway.

Y TAHaH 3Hidhs a9 MU § o GI+1dT & Il dad, FToiid § U6 §U 5, Biad gu o
HpHUT & T HA 3R AHG-SA~d STaarg uRad & THIE! © §91d &1 and &
{5 yeR g5+ fopar oI, 59 R a1elid #R 36 B
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The Tamil Nadu model of sub-State climate action

amil Nadu’s approach to climate action

and biodiversity conservation is anchored

in the belief that effective leadership
begins on the ground, where policies are
implemented, communities participate and
results can be measured. To translate this
principle into practice, the State created one of
India’s first dedicated agencies to coordinate and
track all climate-related work, i.e., the Tamil
Nadu Green Climate Company (TNGCC). Through
its four key missions — the The Tamil Nadu
Climate Change Mission (TNCCM), The Green
Tamil Nadu Mission (GTNM), The Tamil Nadu
Wetlands Mission (TNWM) and The Tamil Nadu
Coastal Restoration Mission (TN SHORE) — the
TNGCC drives emission reduction, ecosystem
restoration and livelihood resilience.

A net zero pathway, pilot districts

With the aim to make Tamil Nadu Net Zero well
before 2070, the State has released a detailed
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Inventory covering
annual emissions across all sectors and
sub-sectors, from 2005 to 2019, and developed a
detailed Net Zero Pathway.

Findings from the State’s GHG inventory reveal
encouraging trends. Despite being one of India’s
most industrialised States, Tamil Nadu
contributed only 7% of the country’s total
emissions in 2019. Moreover, between 2005 and
2019, it reduced its emission intensity to GDP by
nearly 60%.

This progress reflects targeted interventions
across key sectors: rapid expansion of renewable
energy, improved energy efficiency, industrial
decarbonisation and an ambitious
electric-mobility programme that aims to
electrify all public transport. Today, renewable
energy accounts for about 60% of Tamil Nadu’s
total installed power capacity and 30% of total
electricity generated.

In order to meet its goal of being net zero well
before 2070, the State has also embarked on a
bottom-up climate action planning and
implementation. The State has recently launched
district-level decarbonisation plans and a
real-time Climate Action Tracker developed in
collaboration with the Vasudha Foundation,
embedding climate action directly into local

“« Vs

Supriya Sahu

is Additional Chief
Secretary,
Environment, Climate
Change and Forests
Department,
Government

of Tamil Nadu

Srinivas
Krishnaswamy
is CEO, Vasudha
Foundation

In the State’s
‘bottom-up’
approach,
district-level
decarbonisation
plans and a
real-time tracker
are helping
shape climate
actions at the
local and
sub-local levels

governance. The decarbonisation plans for four
pilot districts — The Nilgiris, Coimbatore,
Ramanathapuram and Virudhunagar — show that
these districts can abate up to 92% of projected
emissions (of the four districts) by 2050 through
clean energy adoption, mobility transformation,
industrial efficiency and nature-based solutions.
They also have the potential to sequester nearly
three million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent
by 2050.

The Climate Action Plans and decarbonisation
pathways for the four districts build on a detailed
district-level greenhouse gas emissions
inventories along with a detailed climate
variability assessment based on historic and
current climate data and projecting the
assessments till end of the century. What came
across consistently is that if greenhouse gases are
left unabated not just in the four districts but
across India and globally, the number of warm
days would increase significantly by about 95% by
2100, with a substantial increase in precipitation
levels, leading to a wetter monsoon, impacting
the region, particularly the vulnerable Nilgiris
district.

Responsible factors

Road transport is a major contributor to the GHG
emissions in the Nilgiris and Coimbatore districts
(close to 43% and 36% of the total emissions,
respectively), followed closely by residential
energy consumption (20% and 12%). Cement,
road transport and industrial energy were the
highest GHG contributors in Virudhunagar (37%,
20% and 16%, respectively). In Ramanathapuram,
public electricity generation and rice cultivation
(28% and 12%, respectively) were the
contributors.

Building on the emissions trajectories and
identifying the key driver of emissions, the action
plans propose a shovel ready list of projects to be
implemented each year, from 2025, covering
electric mobility, waste management, forest
restorations and industrial decarbonisation — all
tailor-made for each district. When implemented,
the Nilgiris district can become net zero by 2030
even in a moderate scenario. Ramanathapuram
can become net zero by 2047 in an aggressive
scenario which will mean lifestyle changes to

The Tamil Nadu model of sub-State climate action

JURTST TAdTY PRATE P ARG Aisd

e Tamil Nadu’s approach to climate action and biodiversity conservation is anchored in the
belief that effective leadership begins on the ground, where policies are implemented,

communities participate and results can be measured. NNEIE
fafdrerdr TReon Bt = f¥HIor 39 Ay # Ak § 5 uurd S A W & gar g, wigt Ao
TR &1 ST &, TG I i € SR IRomy A1d S Iad g |
e To translate this principle into practice, the State created one of India’s first dedicated
agencies to coordinate and track all climate-related work, i.e., the Tamil Nadu Green
Climate Company (TNGCC). 39 fIgid & agR 1 3dig R+ & AT, Is7 7 YRd Bt
ygolt guffa TRl & ¥ te 9918 9 sraarg-<afia srf & guay iR 3@ w-A & forg,
3iyTd aftrerqrg WA Fargde Hust (TNGCC)|

e Through its four key missions — the Tamil Nadu Climate Change Mission (TNCCM), The
Green Tamil Nadu Mission (GTNM), The Tamil Nadu Wetlands Mission (TNWM) and The
Tamil Nadu Coastal Restoration Mission (TN SHORE) — the TNGC drives emission

reduction, ecosystem restoration and livelihood resilience. sﬂaﬁlﬂu&@rﬁl‘ﬂ?ﬁ &
e ¥ — afireTg STaarg ufvad= R (TNeem), 39 aftrerrg fme (GTNmM),
Jedsd A= (TNWM) 3R affreeTg adta
aikfRufa®

affreArg
TNGCCIHSI HHI,

some extent. However, due to a high level of
industrialisation, Coimbatore and Virudhunagar
can become net zero by about 2055.

The approach views climate change not as a
constraint but as an opportunity to pursue
growth that safeguards both nature and people.
Similar plans will soon be developed for all the 38
districts in Tamil Nadu.

The Climate Action Tracker is designed around
a simple premise: what gets measured, gets done.
Together, they create a transparent,
evidence-based system for planning and
accountability, ensuring that every district can
monitor its progress and refine its strategies. To
support effective implementation, a dedicated
Project Management Unit is being established in
the four pilot districts. The action tracker and the
action plans can be accessed at
https://tnclimatetracker.tn.gov.in

Other schemes, community focus

Other key initiatives of Tamil Nadu include
large-scale afforestation, mangroves, wetland
restoration and biodiversity protection. The State
now hosts 20 Ramsar-designated wetlands, and
has ensured that 30% ofits total land area is
protected. Along Tamil Nadu’s 1,068-kilometre
coastline, massive efforts are being undertaken in
restoring mangroves and seascapes while
supporting coastal livelihoods.

By expanding the focus beyond energy and
industry to include agriculture, livestock and
waste, Tamil Nadu is broadening the scope of its
low-carbon transition.

Communities are being placed at the centre of
this transformation, turning climate action into a
participatory process. The choices made today at
the local and sub-local levels will shape the future
of the State’s economy, ecosystems, and
communities. Tamil Nadu’s experience
underscores the point that climate leadership is
no longer about setting ambitious targets but
about building systems that make progress
visible, verifiable and participatory.

As India advances toward its net-zero future,
Tamil Nadu’s model offers a valuable
complement by showing how national intent can
be deepened through local innovation and
evidence-led governance.

BRATS 3R ola

8= (TN SHORE) —
T AR SR Shifaet adiema= & Tarar 8|
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A net zero pathway, pilot districts

& ¢ SR UY, Urgele fora

With the aim to make Tamil Nadu Net Zero well before 2070, the State has released a
detailed Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Inventory Covering Annual emissions across all
sectors and sub-sectors, from 2005 to 2019, and developed a detailed Net Zero Pathway.

aﬁmgﬁﬁzﬁmﬁ%a%m%mmom ¥ §gd Ugq, I 7 2005 I 2019 dF At
&3 3R Iu-g=f & arftfer Il o) Har HRA arall U favgd MerST A9 (GHG)
e famn B, 3R U faqga Ae iRt vufasRia s g1

Findings from the State’s GHG inventory reveal encouraging trends. ITsd ¥ GHG Eﬁﬂﬂ
¥ freriicaTg e SHTU®HE Hd |

Despite being one of India’s most industrialised States, Tamil Nadu Contributed Only 7%
of the country’s total emissions in 2019. HRd & Jad aﬁ@hﬁw I AITHEH &
STacie, dRIEATg - 2019 T X1 & A Soqsi+l bl pad 7%ANTSH el

Moreover, between 2005 and 2019, it reduced its emission intensity to GDP by nearly
60%. sﬂ;qa;am 2005 3R 2019 & &1, ST U1 IISI el DI GDP & T TIHT 60%
dd wH I

This progress reflects targeted interventions across key sectors: rapid expansion of
renewable energy, improved energy efficiency, industrial decarbonisation and an

ambitious electric-mobility programme that aims to electrify all public transport. dg

wifarRer &=t | aféra gxaaul &1 ufafdfad ot 6 At Sl &1 as fawR, St
26T T QUR, A1 SrpaTTgaie iR U HeaTbieh safaes-miaiied ermd o
Tt arde=e uftas & faggdte<r H37 &1 LW 6 |
Today, renewable energy accounts for about 60% of Tamil Nadu’s total installed power
capacity and 30% of total electricity generated. 314, Tdtevuiig wﬁrﬁmaﬂ Pd
R faSTelt &R &1 AT 60% SR ScuTied Ha faeTell T 30%fF=aT &
In order to meet its goal of being netzero well before 2070, the State has also embarked
on a bottom-up climate action planning and implementation. 2070 ﬁag—cruaﬁﬁzﬁﬁﬁ
BH & 30 A& P! T XA & pH T, AT A 11 A SR TAAR] H1ears arer 3R
Frafaad ) I g
The State has recently launched district-level decarbonisation plans and a real-time
Climate Action Tracker, developed in collaboration with the Vasudha Foundation,
embedding climate action dlrectly into local governance. oY = gTer 8t | forem- W
SIBTEATZSRA WY 3R THUT BIESIE & JgaIT N fasfa e Sad-ergy wemgie
TR ¢HIRE [T g, mﬁﬁﬁuﬁuwﬁm&wﬁqﬁsﬁm

The decarbonisation plans for four pilot districts — The Nilgiris, Coimbatore,
Ramanathapuram and Virudhunagar — show that these districts can abate up to 92% of
projected emissions (of the four districts) by 2050 through clean energy adoption,

%%%ility t%t%ustrial eﬂiciegﬁ:g%%;igre-l%a%ag solutions. IR UTI¢C
—¢ , PG, JHAATIRA — I CAC IR IEE R
erTefeaTdt ¢ fos 3 fordeass St s, difaferd) ulads, sienfie gerar ok wefa-
STYTIT JHTHUTHT o ATEH ¥ 2050 % SFHIT Ioqei-] (AR Tl &) BT 92% THPH B
THd g

They also have the potential to sequesternearly three million tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent by 2050. 3% U 2050 T THI i FATRA TP SRS S AHDE
B ATMYT B3 B &rean oft g1

The Climate Action Plans and decarbonisation pathways for the four districtsbuild on a

detailed district-level greenhouse gas emissions inventories along with a detailed
climate variability assessmentbased on historic and current climate data and projecting

the assessmentstill end of the century. WW%WWW@

SIeTaIgeRH Uy Us fawgd foren-wadiy Maeey v Scaei= st w fAftfa § gy &t
tfaetiie iR adur Sraarg 31 | nutia Ue favqga wrerary uRad-=itear geaiea &
1y ﬁm%qu@mﬁﬁmm@|
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What came acrossconsistently is that if greenhouse gases are left unabatednot just in
the four districts but across India and globally, the number of warm days would
increasesignificantly by about 95% by 2100, with a substantial increase in precipitation
levels, leading to a wetter monsoon, impacting the region, particularly the vulnerable
Nilgiris district. Sl FIRERETH ST 98 T% & b R MRTSH A} 3! f4=1 AboreT 72T
Faa IR forell 7 767 sfep WRA WR SR IfY® w0 |/, T =1 31 H@A12100 TP TIHRT 95%
I 9¢ SIUT, gt Tavi & Agaqul gl & I, el AFREA 31 3R & o1 gU, &5 &1 yuTfad
Fd gu, faRiv w0 & dag-=ita e e 311

Responsible factors

TR *R®

Road transport is a major contributor to the GHG emissions in the Nilgiris and
Coimbatore districts (close to 43% and 36% of the total emissions, respectively),
followed closely by residential energy consumption (20% and 12%). 9S&%

3R BHaeR forel # GHG ISl &1 U U™ GRTeHSd! ¢ (@
ISl BT T 43% 3R 36%, SHATT:), TATHG Sl WU (20% 3R 12%) gRT fAdwedr &
dioT fasar |
Cement, road transport and industrial energy were the highest GHG contributors in
Virudhunagar (37% 20% and 16%, respectively). e, qs&h

H FaR I GHG TRTEFHA! A (37%, 20% 3R 16%, HU:).

In Ramanathapuram, public electricity generation and rice cultivation (28% and 12%,
respectively) were the contributors. JTHATYYRH o, grdufae faerel Saare 3R aTad Pt
QY (28% 3R 12%, HHTT:) ARG T U
Building on the emissions trajectories and identifying the key driver of emissions, the
action planspropose a shovel ready list of projects to be implementedeach year, from
2025, coveringelectric mobility, waste management, forest restorations and industrial

decarbonisation — all tailor-made for each district. SIS y&uaml W) formfor SR
IS & YT ATAD DI UgdT HRd gu, PIRATS AISHITHAD du2025 T BTAI-ad H &
muﬁﬁwﬁﬁwmwﬁmﬁam% gafde® AR, HerT Uet, a1
AR 3R SN SeTaiagese o Hav Hd gU — Ud® fora & fag it

Glﬂ'\ﬁl Ud |

When implemented, the Nilgiris district can become net zero by 2030even in a moderate
scenario. S8 SAT=d foar oar 8, e ramenw ufeza 7 1 2030 9% e siRleT
TS g

Ramanathapuram can become net zero by 2047 in an aggressive scenario which will
mean lifestyle changes to some extent. JTHATYYRH Udh STHTHS URERT | 2047 dF A
SRIE 9%l § O $O 8¢ a9 sita-Rien ufkad=i o1 3rf w3

However, due to a high level of industrialisation, Coimbatore and Virudhunagar can
become net zero by about 2055. gTdifp, aﬁzﬁﬁw & I TR & PRI,

fAgIRETRT 2055 T e SRIaT I&Hd |1

The approach views climate change not as a constraint but as an opportunity to pursue
growth that safeguards both nature and people. E‘@Hﬁm uf¥aa &1 Uh d1eT &

U B 981 sfch Wopfa 3R AN 1 61 I8 HRA ald fapr & fisT & & S/@awR & 0 §
dEars|

Similar plans will soon be developed for all the 38 districts in Tamilnadu. H&I?F-I‘I’g’ T
|t 38 forell & forT waT= TiegSieg gfaeRa ot S|

The Climate Action Tracker is designed around a simple premise: what gets measured,
gets done. STAATY HRATS ¢PHR U WA TUR & MU f¥wmg= foan mar §: <Y wrar sirar
8, a8 frar s 81

Together, they create a transparent, evidence-based system for planning and
accountability, ensuring that every district can monitor its progress and refine its

strategies. TTY |, 3 FISTAT 3R Saradg! & forw te yRe=ll, |reg-amuria yumeiesd €,

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page59


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

gﬁ@amﬁguﬁ?avﬁm&m:ﬁmﬁnﬁaww%aﬁ?mmﬁ
URSpd PR JHhdT 5|

To support effectlve implementation, a dedicated Project Management Unit is being
established in the four pilot districts. WHTS! HTaT-=ag &1 AT HA & oL, IR uTgae
el 7 ve guftfa Misiae Aaede gfaewiiia ot SRl |

The actlonqté%;kerggj_(ﬁfg action plans can be accessed at Wrs‘éaw 3R H?I{HT'Q
ﬁIGFIIQCR ofl I

Other schemes, community focus

3= IS, TS Biod

Other key initiatives of Tamil Nadu include Large-scale afforestation, mangroves
wetland restoration and biodiversity protection. a&mmg DI 3 g9 %ﬁﬂ%
gteeur, A3a, deds TR 3R o fafaear TReommfia d gl

The State Now hosts20 Ramsar-designated wetlands, and has ensured that 30% of its
total land area is protected. oY 3d 20 MHIARX mﬁaaﬁwaﬁﬁmﬁ’r W% 3R
gff3a oo ® o 59% P Yfir &1 &1 30%TR e B

Along Tamil Nadu’s 1,068-kilometre coastline, massive efforts are being undertaken |n
restoring mangroves and seascapes while supporting coastal livelihoods.

1,068 fratHiex devar & I, ﬁuﬁaﬁw&ﬁvﬁz@ﬁmﬁﬁaaﬂﬁﬁa@m
w@%wﬁ?azﬁuﬁﬁﬁwaﬁwmdﬂw?@w

By expanding the focus beyond energy and industry to include agriculture, livestock
and waste, Tamil Nadu is broadening the scope of its low-carbon transition.

3R
JUNT ¥ R B &I AR SH? HiV, URMUTA 3R HTRT B! WA HA 9, afdreqrg o
FHH-PIET HHHUT & RN B! faeqd H2 G 5
Communities are being placed at the centre of this transformation, turningclimate action
into a partlmpatory process. Wﬂﬂ'ﬂﬁ Bl uf¥ad_ & g | @1 7 Xel % SISCIE Wﬁ
@I T YRR ufehar & ggad gul
The choices made today at the local and sub-local levels will shape the future of the
State’s economy, ecosystems, and communities. ST JY-RYTH TR R fou

T gHTaRTSg Bt Srforawyt, nikfRufas @, Sik ageral & Hids & 3eR <1

Tamil Nadu’s experience underscores the point that climate leadership is no longer
about setting ambitious targets but about building systems that make progress visible,

verifiable and participatory. H‘&I?Fﬂg DI AJHd I ?ﬁiﬁ'lﬁﬁm
ﬁwwm&ﬁa&u‘rﬁﬁuﬁaaﬁ%aﬁﬁqﬁ aﬁmrmﬁumﬁ% Ell
WA &1 T, A1 3R yrfterégef s &

As India Advances Toward its net-zero future, Tamll Nadu’s model offers a valuable
complement by showing how national intent can be deepened through local innovation

and evidence-led governance. é@m&mﬁﬁfsﬂﬁuﬁmﬁ&mmm%
AT T ATSERII AR 3R HIEH-Aqed qTelt [T & H1eqH I APRI FRIG P TG0
A BT GG U Heuar RehUedd bl 8|
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PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Fields of fire

- €

PRt WA s ¥ o T HNE A W

Afarmer burns stubble on the outskirts of Lucknow. The Uttar Pradesh government is impl ing several to curb stubble burning, including satellite monitoring,
imposing fines, and promoting alternative solutions such as bio-decomposers and residue management machines. SANDEEP SAXENA

A farmer burns stubble on the outskirts of Lucknow. The Uttar Pradesh government is implementing
several measures to curb stubble buming, including satellite monitoring, imposing fines, and
promoting alternative solutions such as bio-decomposers and residue management machines.

Ouﬂay to enhance Outlay to enhance competitiveness for

exporters

competitiveness for  frafae # vhrgufasa oM & R wEy™

EX]JOI‘tel‘S o Outlay to enhance competitiveness for exporters

CS I1l: External Secior | Prafeet @t afreautermar der & fig wrawr

In% . 45,000
45,000 -
9 The ® In € crore. The govemment on Wednesday

government on Wednesday approved the approved the Export Promotion Mission and the Credit
Export Promotion Mission and the Credit Guarantee Scheme.

Guarantee Scheme. The two schemes are ;ﬁm ﬁﬁl Iﬂ Pl Zg’w ! Frafa m Ferrer oMk
expected to enhance competitiveness of ! qél gl

domestic goods in the global markets. en ° The two schemes are expected to enhance
competitiveness of domestic goods in the global markets.

2 < diorreit ¥ afye reiRY & Ry avgail @ uferuufarsdar sga @1 3uiie 8|
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Indian agencies monitoring tech transfer deal
between Pakistan and European drone maker

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Indian agencies are moni-
toring a Transfer of Tech-
nology (ToT) agreement
between a Europe-based
drone manufacturer and
Pakistan.

A senior official tracking
the development said the
ToT has reportedly been
signed between the Euro-
pean company and Heavy
Industries Taxila, Pakis-
tan’s state-owned defence
manufacturer.

“We are keeping a close
watch on the development
as Pakistan is trying to
keep the deal discreet,” the
official said.

The official added that

In Operation Sindoor, unmanned aerial systems played a primary
role in direct military combat. FILE PHOTO

after Operation Sindoor,
senior military officers in
Pakistan were in touch
with Ukraine, Russia and
other drone manufactur-
ers in Europe for military
grade  medium-altitude

long-endurance  drones.
These could boost Pakis-
tan’s drone warfare capaci-
ty if the reported deal goes
through.

The development
comes as both Russia and

Ukraine are employing
drones in their ongoing
conflict and targeting each
other’s energy infrastruc-
ture and military-industrial
sites. Long-range drones
have struck deep inside
Russia and Ukraine, target-
ing refineries and logistics
hubs.

Preparedness reviewed

Northern Army Comman-
der Lt. General Pratik Shar-
ma on Thursday reviewed
the drone warfare prepa-
redness of the Indian forc-
es. He was briefed on the
combat capabilities and
operational readiness of
the state-of-the art drones.
Lt. Gen Sharma lauded all
ranks for their innovation,

technological excellence
and capability develop-
ment in multi-domain op-
erations. The achievement
underscores Northern
Command’s commitment
to harness cutting edge
technologies to maintain a
decisive edge in modern
warfare.

In Operation Sindoor,
unmanned aerial systems
played a primary role in di-
rect military combat. Pa-
kistan launched multiple
attacks using drones and
other munitions along the
entire Western Border on
the intervening night of
May 8 and 9, 2025. The
drone attacks were effec-
tively repulsed by Indian
forces.

Indian agencies monitoring tech transfer deal between Pakistan and European

drone maker

Tifew iR Rifa g4 fAafar & = ae-ie sxaiasur aasid @) HRda
TSRl AR #R I8 E

¢ Indian agencies are monitoring a Transfer of Technology (ToT) agreement between
a Europe-based drone manufacturer and Pakistan.
YR TSIyl arfdsea 3R gRu-fRua g9 fFafar & s wenfRes gwaiaRor (ToT)
TR B TR 3R X

e A senior official tracking the development said the ToT has reportedly been signed
between the European company and Heavy Industries Taxila, Pakistan’s state-
owned defence manufacturer.

fIPHRT IR ToR ¥4 I8 T aRy SRAGRT 3 B8l [F I8 ToT ST U I U

Gall

3R UIfHE & gt SIS SHRIT, Sl U Isg-IaTiived arett T& fAufar g, & da
EXAERT g B
o “We are keeping a close watch on the development as Pakistan is trying to keep the
deal discreet,” the official said.
ISR A FeT, “TH 39 AP IR B! 79X W I8 § Al U™ 59 HIG P!
Mo WA & BRI FR BRI

The official added that after Operation Sindoor, senior military officers in Pakistan
were in touch with Ukraine, Russia and other drone manufacturers in Europe for
military grade medium-altitude long-endurance drones.

SIFBRY 7 FeT b TUR=A RigR & a1e Ufcha™ & IRy I IR ggbd, T 3R
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WRIY & 37 g Fafareht & I A-a-9s AeaH-Farg dat-He-=ied ard g & g
TUh | A

These could boost Pakistan’s drone warfare capacity if the reported deal goes
through.

7S ug RUIds et 3 Sga B, A A Ui Bl S Y5 &IHT ) 961 Gbd & |
The development comes as both Russia and Ukraine are employing drones in their
ongoing conflict and targeting each other’s energy infrastructure and military-
industrial sites.

Tg A T8 90T # ST € OfF &9 3R b1 il 30+ SRt Juy & SH &7 SudiT
PR L T 3R TH-gW & ol ara 3R A-a-3Ne e =uel &) = 1R B
Long-range drones have struck deep inside Russia and Ukraine, targeting
refineries and logistics hubs.

ol g8 & I A T 3R Ieh & iR MRS db Har foban 7, RrwrgAfal siv
qrforeesd g9 &I A= sH1d gl

Preparedness reviewed

GRIN IR

&t

Northern Army Commander Lt. General Pratik Sharma on Thursday reviewed the
drone warfare preparedness of the Indian forces.

I T & FHHISY Afte-ie T Rd YdlP AT 4 TEIR B YR 131 BT G
g5 daR} B qetet o1

He was briefed on the combat capabilities and operational readiness of the state-
of-the-art drones.

3% AATYFIP S &1 ek &ruarei SR Jarafsd dardl & IR § THGRI & T3 |

Lt. Gen Sharma lauded all ranks for their innovation, technological excellence and
capability development in multi-domain operations.

Afferie SFRA AT A Tg-8ri- famT & FamR, Mefea Sopar 3ik &
ﬁam%%qmﬁiﬁaﬁmaﬁl

The achievement underscores Northem Command’s commitment to hamess cutting
edge technologies to maintain a decisive edge in modern warfare.

Ig Judfs MY g | Fuifas Jed 9918 3@ & e S9d ae-tel & Suai &
i STRI HHM B UfdSGdl B @ifhd Bl g

In Operation Sindoor, unmanned aerial systems played a primary role in direct
military combat.

TR Rigk T AFaRfed gaTs Yonferdt & yagf 8= duy § 71 YAt Fuyrs |
Pakistan launched multiple attacks using drones and other munitions along the
entire Western Border on the intervening night of May 8 and 9, 2025.

TIfdea™ = 8 3R 9 WS 2025 1 SR I Uit W & Ir i 3R 3=
BRARI &1 ST Hd gU H5 gHd [hU|

The drone attacks were effectively repulsed by Indian forces.

YR 137 A 371 3H gHAl &I TUTd &0 | fawe foan
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